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Mr. Waller to Lady Lucy, Sifter to Lacy 
„ 1 ns e 


come leſs unſeaſonable than to your 
f N Ladyſhip; the Loſs of a Bedfellow 
5 being almoſt equal to that of a Miſ- 
1 and therefore you ought ar leaſt to pardon, if 
you conſent not to, the Imprecations of the De- 
ſerted, which juſt : Heaven no doubt will hear. 
May my Lady Derothy, if we may yet call her ſo, 
ſuffer as much, and have the like Paſſion for 
this young Lord, whom ſhe has preferred to 
the reſt .of Mankind, as others have bad for 
her; and may this Love, before. the Year go 
about, make her taſte of the firſt Curſe _—— 
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on Womankind, the Pains of ee, 2 Mo- 
cher. May her Firſt-born be none of her own 
Sex, nor fo like her, but that he may reſemble 
her Lord as much as herſelf. May ſhe, that 
always affected Silence and Retirednels, have the 
Houſe filled with the Noiſe and Number of her 
Children, and hereafter of her Grandchildren ; 
and then may ſhe arrive at that great Curſe ſo 
much declined by fair. Ladies, old Age. May 
ſhe live to be very old, and yet ſeem young; 
be told ſo by her Glaſs, and have no Aches to 
inform her of the Truth: and when ſhe ſhall 
appear to be. mortal, may her Lord not mourn 
for her, but go hand in hand with her to that 
Place, Where we are told there is neither mar- 
rying nor giving in Marriage: that being there 
divorced, * may all have an equal Intereſt in 
her again. evenge being immortal, I wiſn 
all this may 15 fall KI — Poſterity to the 
World's End, and afterwards, . To you, Madam, 
I wiſh all good Things; and that this Loſs 
may, in good Time, be happily ſupplied with 
a more conſtant Bedfellow of the other Sex. 

Madam, I humbly kiſs your Hands, and beg 
Pardon for this Trouble from 


Your LOT 5 moſt humble enter, 
„E. Wai. 


5 E T ry E R II. 
Dr. Tillotſon to Lord e, 


Jr was a great Satisfaction to me, to be any 
1 ways inſtrumental in the gaining your Lord- 
hip to our Religion, which I am really per- 


ſaaded to be the Truth; but I am, and al- 
r 


— 


D EBF TENS. 3 
ways was, more concerned that your Lerdſhip 
_ ſhould continue a yirtuous and good Man, than 
become A Proteſtant; being aſſured that the Ip- 
- norance and Errors of Mens Underſtanding will 
find a much eaſier Forgiveneſs with God, than 
the Faults of the Will: I remember that your 
Lordſhip once told me, that you would endea- 
vour to juſtify the Sincerity of your Change, 
by a conſcientious Regard to all other Parts and 
Actions of your Life; I am ſure” you cannot 
more effectually condemn your own Act, than 
by being a worſe Man after. your Profeſſion to 
have embraced a better Religion; I will cer- 
tainly be one of the laſt to believe any thing 
of your Lordſhip that is not good; but I al- 
ways feared I ſhould be one of the firſt that 
ſhould hear it: the Time I laſt waited upon 
your Lordſhip, I had heard ſomething that af- 
fected me very ſenſibly, but I hop'd it was 
not true, and was therefore, loth to trouble 
your Lordſhip about it; but having heard the 
ſame from thoſe who I believe bear no III-will 
to your Lordſhip, I now think it my Duty to 
acquaint you with t. To ſpeak plainly, I have 
been told that your Lordſhip is of late fallen 
into a Converſation, dangerous both to your 

Reputation and Virtue; two of the tendereſt and 
deareſt things in the World. I believe your 
Lordſhip to have a great Command and Con- 
duct of yourſelf, but I am very ſenfible of human 
Frailty, and of the $98 phone Temptations to 
which Youth is expoſed in this diffolute Age. 


Therefore I earneſtly beſeech your Lordſhip, to 
conſider ' beſides the high Provocation of Al- 
mighty God, and the Hazard of your Soul, when- 
ever you engage in a bad Courſe, what a Ble- 
miſh you will bring upon a fair and — 
C- 
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Reputation, what Uneaſineſs and Trouble you- 


will create to yourfelf, from the ſevere Reflec- 
tions of a guilty Conſcience, and how great a 
Violence you will offer to your good Principles, 

your Nature, and your Education. Do not ima- 
gine you can ſtop when you pleaſe: Expe- 
rience ſhews us the contrary, and that nothing 
is more vain, than for Men to think they can 
ſet Bounds to themſelves in any thing that is 


bad. I hope in God no Temptation has yet. 


prevailed upon your Lordſhip, ſo far as to be 
guilty of any looſe Act; if it has, as you love 
your Soul, let, it not proceed to an Habit; the 


Retreat is yet eaſy and open, but will every 


Day become more difficult and obſtructed. God 
is ſo merciful, that upon your Repentance and 
Reſolution of Amendment, he is not only ready 
to forgive what is paſt, but to' aſſiſt us by his 
Grace, to do better for the future. But I need 


not enforce theſe Conſiderations upon a Mind 


ſo capable of, and eaſy to receive good Counſel, 
I ſhall only deſire your Lordſhip to think again 
and again, how great a Point of Wiſdom it is, 
in all our Actions to conſult the Peace of our 
Minds; and to have no Quarrel with the con- 
ſtant and inſeparable Companion of our Lives: 
If others diſpleaſe us, we may quit their Com- 
pany, but he that is diſpleaſed with himſelf, is 
unavoidably unhappy, becauſe he has no Way 
to get rid of himfelf. e 3 

My Lord, for God's Sake and your own, think 


of being happy, and reſolve by all means, to 


fave yourſelf from this untoward Generation: 


Determine rather upon a ſpeedy Change of your 


Condition, than to gratify the Inclinations of 
your Youth,. in any thing but what is lawful 


and honourable; and let me have the Satis- 
4 faction 


JJV 

faction to be aſſured from your Lordſhip, either 
that there has been no Ground for this Report, 
or that there ſhall be none for the future; which 
will be the welcomeſt News to me in the World. 
J have only mo your Lordſhip, to believe, 


that I have not done this to fatisfy the Forma- 
lity of my Profeſſion, but that it proceeds from 


the trueſt Affection and Good-will, that one Man 


can poſhbly. bear to another. I pray to God 


every Day, for our Lordſhip, with the ſame 


Conftancy and Fervour as for myſelf, and do 
now earneſtly beg that this Counſel may be 
acceptable and effectual. pe 
e J am, &c. 


LE T T E R III. 
Earl of Rocheſter to the Honourable 
—7 27. 10, ney: NOW:: © 


r 92 


D O a Charity becoming one of your pious 
Principles, in preſerving your humble Ser- 

vant Rocheſter, from the imminent Peril of So- 
briety; which for want of good Wine, more 
than Company, (for I can drink like a Hermit 
betwixt God and my on Conſcience). is very 
like to befal me : remember what Pains I have 
formerly taken to wean you from your pernicious 
Reſolutions of Diſcretion and Wiſdom ! and, 
if you have a grateful Heart, (which is a Miracle 
amongſt you Stateſmen) ſhew it, by directing 
the Bearer to the beſt Wine in Town; and pray 
let not this higheſt Point of. ſacred Friendſhip be 
ee ſlightly, but go about it with all due 


= or 


eliberation and Care, as holy Prieſts to Sacrifice, 


6 A ſeledd Correction 
or as diſcreet Thieves to the wary Performance 
of Burglary and Shop-lifting. Let your well- 
diſcerning Pallate (the beſt Judge about you) 

travel from Cellar to Cellar, and then from 
Piece to Piece, till it has lighted on Wine fit 
for its noble Choice and my Approbation. To 
engage you the more in this Matter, know, I 
have laid a Plot may very probably betray you 
to the drinking of it. My Lord —— will in- 
form you at large. F 
Dear Saville] as ever thou doſt hape to out- 
do Machiauel, or equal me, ſend ſome good 
Wine! fo may thy wearied Soul at laſt find Reſt, 
no longer hovering *twixt the unequal] Choice of 
Politicks and Lewdneſs ! may'ſt thou be admir'd 
and lov'd for thy domeſtick Wit; belov'd and 
cheriſh'd for thy foreign Intereſt and Intelligence. 


„ FROCHRES TER, 


E TT: ER: . 
To the SAME. 


Vo cannot ſhake off the Stateſman intirely ; 
> for, 1 perceive, you have no Opinion of a 
Letter, that is not almoſt a Gazette: now, ta 
me, who think the World as giddy as my- 
ſelf, I care not which way it runs, and am fond 
of no News, but the Proſperity of my Friends, 
and the Continuance of their Kindneks to me, 
which is the only Error I wiſh to continue in 
dem: for my own part, I am not at all ung 
with my Lord 4 — s mean Ambition, but 
aſpire to my Lord . s generous 2 : 

a op wy 


"% 


they who would be great in our little Govern- 
ment, ſeem as ridiculous to me as School- boys, 
who, with much Endeavour, and ſome Danger, 
climb a Crah- tree, venturing their Necks for 
Fruit, which ſolid Pigs would diſdain, if they 
were not ſtarving. Theſe Reflections, how idle 
ſoever they ſeem to the Buſy, if taken into Con- 
ſideration, would ſave you many a weary Step in 
the Day, and help G——y, to many an hour's 
Steep, which be wants in the Night: but G——y 
would be rich; and by my Troth, there is ſome 
_ Senſe in that: pray remember me to him, and 
tell him, I wiſh him many Millions, that his 
Soul may find Reſt, You write me Word, that 
Tm out of favour with a certain Poet, whom I 
have ever admir'd, for the Difproportion of him 
and his Attributes: he is a Rarity which T can- 
not but be fond of, as one would be of a Hog that 
could fiddle, or a ſinging Owl. If he falls upon 
me at the Blunt, which is his very good Weapon 
in Wit, I will forgive him, if you pleaſe, and 
leave the Repartee to Black Will, with a Cudgel. 
And now, my dear Harry, if it may agree with 
pour Affairs, to ſhew yourſelf in the Country 
this Summer, contrive fuch a Crew together, as 
__ not be aſham'd of paſſing by oder . 
and, if you can debauch Alderman G——y, we 
will make a ſhift to delight his Gravity. I am 
- ſorry for the declining D-—1s, and would have 
you'generous to her at this Time; for that is 
„„ ß HOST TINTD 
Jö; W 8 . 
ROCHESTER. 
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| Thrhe SAME. 
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Dear Saville, „„ | 
THIS Day I received the unhappy News of 
* my own Death and Burial. But, hearing | 
what Heirs and Succeſſors were decreed me in 
my Place, and chiefly in m Lodgings, it was 

no ſmall. Joy to me, that thoſe Tidings. prove 
untrue ; my Paſſion. for living, is ſo increas'd, 
that I onut no Care of myſelf; which, before, 

I never thought Life worth the Trouble of taking. 

The King, who knows me to be a yery ill- 
natur'd Man, will not think it an eaſy matter 
for me to die, now I live chiefly out of Spite. 
Dear Mr, Saville, afford me ſome News from 
| your Land of the Living; and though I have 
ittle Curioſity to hear who's well, yet I would 
be glad my few Friends are fo, of whom you 
are no more the leaſt than the leaneſt. I have 
better Compliments for you, but that may not 
look fo ſincere as I would have you believe J am, 
when I profeſs my ſel, ,,,, 


- 


$ 
% 
[i 
£1 : 
4 
- 
R 4 
T1 
* | 
#þ 
fl 
"4 
2. 
0 
1 
2 
. * 
177 
* þ 
2 
* 
Hy 
N 
A 
4, 
N 


| 


4 
Y kP 
3+! 
1 
N 
{& 
1 
* 7 
5 1 
a 
* 
3 - 


$a OS A 
. SIE A 
* 


Mur faithful, affedlionate, | 


Adderbury, near | humble Servant, 
Banbury, Feb. ult. 8 | 


6 * . 


ROCHESTER, 
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Harn, Fg 


I Am in a great Straight what to write to you; 

the Stile of Buſineſs I am not vers'd in, and 
you. may have forgot. the familiar one we us'd 
heretofore, What Alterations Miniſtry makes, 

in Men, is not to be imagined; though I can 
truſt with Confidence all thoſe you 25a liable to, 

ſo well I know you, and ſo perfectly I love you. 

We are in ſuch a ſettled Happineſs, and ſuch 
merry Security in this Place, that, if it were 

not for Sickneſs, I could paſs my Time very 
well, between my own Ill-nature, which in- 
clines me very little to pity the Misfortunes of 
malicious, «miſtaken Fools, and the Policies of 

the Times, which expoſe new Rarities of that 
kind every Day. The News I have to ſend, Thy 
and the ſort alone which could be ſo to you, are = 
Things Gyaris & carcere digna ; which I dare not . 
truſt to this pretty Fool, the Bearer, whom 1 
heartily- recommend to your Favour and Pro- 

tection, and whoſe Qualities will recommend 
him more; and truly, if it might ſuit with your 
Character, at your Times of Leiſure, to Mr. 
Baptiſt's Acquaintance, the happy Conſequence 

would be Singing, and in which your Excellence 
might have a Share not unworthy the greateſt 
Ambaſladors, nor to be deſpis'd even by a Car- 
dinal Legate ; the greateſt and graveſt of this | 
Court of both Sexes have taſted his Beauties ; 
and, I'll aſſure you, Rome gains upon us here in 

this Point mainly; and there is no Part of the 
| | BY Plot 


— — — RE — — — . 
222 : 


1 4A ſee# Correction: 
Plot carried with ſo much Secrecy and Vigour as 
this. Proſelytes, of conſequence, are daily made, 
and Lord S——'s Impriſonment is no Check to 
any. An Account of Mr. George Porter's Re- 
tirement, upon News that Mr. Grimes, with 
one Gentleman more, had invaded England; Mr. 
S——'s Apology, for making Songs on the 
Duke of A. with his Oration Conſdlatory on 
my Lady D—-—'s Death, and a Politick Diſ- 
ſertation between my Lady P——s and Capt. 
Dangerfield, with many er worthy Treatiſes 
of the like Nature, are Things worthy your 
Peruſal; but I durſt not fend em to you with- 
out Leave, not knowing what Conſequence it 


i might draw upon your Circumſtances and Cha- 
* acter; but if they will admit a Correſpondence 


of that kind, in which alone I dare preſume to 
think my ſelf capable, 1 ſhall be very induſtrious 


| l in that way, or any other, to keep you from 
| = RT 
| Dar maſt affectionate, 
Whitehall, Nov. x, „ 
r | ROCHESTER, 


— 


r n en 


& | EO vile 
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= |: - T0 the SAME. 
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| i | . Dear Saville, 8 | 
Wl AJ ERE I as idle ay ever, which I ſhould 
"4 u not fail of being, if Health permitted; 1 
If would write a ſmall Romance, and make the 
ii Sun with his diſhrievel'd Rays gild the Tops of 
tl the Palaces in Leather-lane then ſhould thoſe 


of LETTER S. . 
vile Enchanters, Barten and Einman, lead forth 
their illuſtrious Captives in Chains of Quick- 
filver, and conhning em by Charms to the loath- 
ſome Banks of a dead Lake Y Diet-drink; you, as 
my Friend, ſhould break the horrid Silence, and 
ſpeak the moſt paſſionate fine Things that ever 
De 1 utter a; * nan being ſoftly and 
ſw 'd to rs. oberts, ru 
be ext x Ar by Abe Envious "Ferry Thus 
would 1 lead the mournful Tale along till the 
| por Reader bath'd with the Tribute of His 
the Names of fuch unfortunate Love 
42 this (T take it) would be a moſt excellent 


way of celebratin rn Memories of my moſt 
Pocky Friends, ions, and Miftreſſes. 
But it is a miraculous Thing (as the Wiſe have 


it) when a Man, half in the 3 cannot leave 
off playing the Fool, and the Buffoon; but ſo 
it falls out in my Comfort: for at this Moment 
I am in a damn'd Relapſe, i 90 by a Fever, 
the Stone, and ſome ten Diſeaſes more, which 
have depriv'd me of the Power of Crawling, 
which I happily enjoy'd ſome Days ago; and 
now I fear I muſt fall, that it may be fulfilled 
which was long fince written for Inſtruction in 


a good old Ballad, . 


But he who lives not Wiſe and Sober, | 
_ Falls with the L Aill in October. 


1 which Time, in all Probability, there 
_ be a Period added to a ridiculous Being of 


7 our humble Servant, 
ne s. 
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e Tx the SAME. 


0 * Seville, : 8 7 


I N my Return from F > I met your 
Packet, and truly was not more ſurpriſed at 
the Indirectneſs of Mr. P's Proceeding, than 
overjoyed at his Kindneſs and Care for Vours. 
Miſery makes all Men leſs or more diſhoneſt; 
and I am not aſtoniſhed to ſee Villany ee 
for Bread; eſpecially, living in a Place where it 
is often fo. de gayete de Geur.. I believe, the 


Fellow thought. of this Device to get ſome 


Money, or elſe he is put upon it by ſomebody, 


who has given it him already; but I give him 


leave to prove what he can a 510 me: how- 
ever, I will ſearch into the Matter, and give 
= 2 further Account within a Poſt or two. 


In the mean time you have made my Heart glad 
in giving me fuch a Proof of your Friendſhip; 


and I am now. ſenſible, that it is natural for * 
to be kind to * can never more deſp 


. | 
at nod tic: * am your Faithful, 41. wh 
i Bun Servant, 
2 5, e } 6 0 em, e. 
WY LETTER IX. 


To the SAME. 


1 Saville. 


8 Sr neither Pride or Neglect (for I am not 
of the new Council, and I love you ſincere- 


- | ly) 


4 


LB 
ly) but Idleneſs on one Side, and not knowing 
what to ſay on the other, has hindered me from 
writing to you, after ſo kind a Letter, and the 
Preſent you ſent me, for which I return you at 

-laſt my humble Thanks. Changes in this Place 
are ſo frequent, that himſelf can now no 
longer give an Account, why this was done to Day, 
or what will enſue To-morrow; and Accidents 
are fo extravagant, that my Lord intend- 

ing to Lie, has, with a prophetick Spirit, once 
told Truth. Every Man in this Court thinks he 
ſtands fair for Miniſter; ſome give it to Shaft/bury, 
others to Hallifax ; but Mr. Waller ſays S—— 
does all; I am fure my Lord 9 — little, 
which your Excellence will eaſily believe. And 
now the War in Scotland takes up all the Diſ- 
courſe of politick Perſons. His Grace of Lau- 
derdale values himſelf upon the Rebellion, and 
tells the King, it is very auſpicious and advan“ 

| c__ to the Drift of the preſent Councils: the 
reſt of the Scots, and eſpecially D. H—— are 
very inquiſitive after News from Scotland, and " 
really make a handſome Figure in this Con- # 
juncture at London. What the D. of Monmouth = 
will effect, is now the general Expectation, who 
took Poſt unexpectedly, left all that had offered 
their Service in this Bepe did; in the Lurch 
and, being attended only by Sir Thomas Armſtrong, 
and Mr..C——, will, without queſtion, have the 
full Glory as well as of the prudential as the mi- 
litary Part of this Action intire to himſelf. The 
2 profound Politicians have weighty Brows, 
and careful Aſpects at prefent, upon à Report 
crept abroad, That Mr. Langhorn, to ſave his 
Life, offers a Diſcovery of Prieſts, and Jeſuits 
Lands, to the Value of fourſcore and ten thou- 


% 


uaſortunate P = tho he 
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ſand Pounds a Year; which bein g accepted, it js 
feared, Partiſans and 3 will be found 
out to advance a conſiderable Sum of Money 
upon this Fund, to the utter Interruption of Par- 
laments, and the Deſtruction of many hopeful 
Deſigns. This, I muſſ call God to witneſs, 
was never hinted to me in the leaſt by Mr. 
P-——, to whom I beg you will give me your 
hearty — — Thus much to afford 
you a Taſte of my ſerious Abilities, and to let 
you know I have a great Goggle-eye to Buſineſs : 


and now I cannot deny you a Share in the high 


Satisfaction I have received at the Account which 
gouriſhes here of your high Pr at Paris; 
Charenton was never ſo honour'd, as ſince your 
Refidence and Miniſtry in France, to that Degree, 
that it is not doubted if the Parliament be app 


nt your Return, or otherwiſe the Mayor 


7 14a Council, will. petition the Kin x 
may be dignified with the = Tide of that — 
by way of Earldom, or Dukedom, as his Ma- 
zeſty think moſt proper to give, or yon 
accept. 
Mr. — is + Man of that Tendernchs of 
approved Humanity, that he will 
hly afflicted when he hears of 4 
appears Very 
omplaints of go own beſt Con- 
fair Kinfwoman 4. — who 
" The Packet inclos'd in your laſt, 
I read with all the Senſe of Compaſſion it merits, 


doubtleſs be k 
durate to the 


 andif I can prove fo unexpectedly. to ſuc- 
eeced in my Endeavours for that fair U 
the ſhall have a ſpeedy Account. I thank God, 


is yet a Harry Saville; in England, with whom 
Fe you Henk laſt Week, at Sir I illiam 
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Coventry s: and who, in Features, Proportion. 
and Pledging, gives me ſo lively an Idea of your- 
ſelf, that I am reſolved to retire into Ord- 
ſhire, and enjoy him oy we aaa ce, or "you 
from 55 ance. f | | 

6 on 5 1 ihe: | RocunsrxR, 


LETTER , ff 
To the e | 


n f | 
ANT kind ws Curralieaglente- ahh dicks 2 
Friend as you, is very agreeable; and there 
fore you will 55 believe, I am very ill when I 
loſe the Opportunity of writing to you: but 
Mr. Pavey comes into my Mind, and hinders far- 
ther Compliment : in a plainer Way I muſt tell 
you, I pray for your happy Reſtoration ; but was 
not at all forry for your glorious Diſgrace, which 
is an Honour, con — the Caufe. I would 
_ tay re, to the ſerious Part (as you were 
pleas'd to call it) of your former Letter; but it 
will diſgrace my Politicks to differ from ours, 
who have wrought now ſome Time the 
beſt ani keeneſt Stateſmen our Cabinet boaſts of; 
but to confets the Truth, my Advice to the 
Lady you wot of, has ever Yencd this, Take your 
Meaſures juſt contrary to your ' Rivals, live in 
Peace with all the World, and eaſily with the 
King; never be fo IIl- natur "d to ſtr up his Anger 
againft others, but let him forget the Uſe of a 
Paffion, which is never to do you good: cheriſh 
his Love wherever it inclines, and de aſſur d you 
2 commit greater Folly, than pretending -to 
I oa but on the contrary, with Hand, 
Body, 


16 A ſelet Col LE TIOx 

Body, Head, Heart, and all the Faculties you 
8 have, cortiluce to his Pleaſure all you can, and 
comply with * Drüse throughout: and, for 
new intrigues, ſo you be at one End, tis no 
matter which: make © Spor when you can, at 
other times help it. Thus I have given you 
an Account : beſide I am to give the Advice 
ou propos' des this, you may judge, 
8 I was a Nd Pimp, 1 no. ther 4 
thought otherwiſe ; and fo truly I have renounc'd 
Bufineſs ; let Thee Men try it. More a great 
deal I would ſay, but upon this Subject, _ 


kgs 2585 1 beg this may ſuffice, from 


tas 1285 Dur humble and moft Haim. i 
1 . ; 
$49 — faithful Servant, 
S951 got omit yo. ha Rocussrzx. | 
1131 Into 15 4 12 - ETST "$1 LEE 10. * 12 


Aa 5 VE 575 T . R e 
5 * a 121 1 71 V TO; T1107 a CFE 
7 | "To the. Sams. act ns - 


a * = EO 
7 34 1 4 C J f þ 1 a - 
, i 4 1 # £ 
9 x, 


- 


Dear IS A bo: (3; 5 82214 
Is not that I am the idleſt n 1 
and only chooſe to imploy my Thoughts 

inter upon my Friends, than to languiſh all the 
Day in the 3 — of doing nothing, that I 
:write:t0i you; but bwning, that (tho! you excel 
moſt Nen in Friendſhip and Good- nature) you 
are not quite exempt from all human Frailty ; I 
ſend this to hinder you from ſorgetting a Man who 
loves you very heartily. The World, ever ſince 
Jean remember, has been ſtill ſo inſupportably the 
ſame, that twere vain to hope there were any 
Alterations; and therefore I can have no Curioſity 

for News; only 1 wou'd be glad to ö 2 
„ 1 Arila- 


LU 


FETT TH 
Parliament be like to ſit any Time; for the Peers 
of England, being grown of late Vears very 
conſiderable in the Government, I would make 
one at the Seſſion. Livy and Sickneſs has a little 
inclin'd me to Policy; when I come to Town, I 
make no queſtion but to change that Folly for 
ſome leſs; whether Wine or Women I know not; 
| Nen as my Conſtitution ſerves me: till when 
a ſarry) farewel | When you dine at my 
rd Liſſès, let me be remembree. 

Kings and Princes are only as incomprehen- 
ſible, as what they pretend to repreſent; but ap- 
parently as frail as thoſe they govern. This is 
a Seaſon of Tribulation; ad, I piouſly beg of 
Almighty God, that the ſtrict Severity ſhewn to 
one ſcandalous Sin amongſt us, may expiate for 
all grievous Calamities. So help them God, 
whem it, concerns! 2 


LETTER Mk : 
20 the S AMK. 


Tf eee eee ee the 
Wicked, was the Saying of a merry fat Gen- 
tleman, who liv'd in Days of - Yore, lov'd a 
Glaſs of Wine, would be merry with a Friend, 
and ſometimes had an unlucky Fancy for a 
Wench. Now (dear Mr. Saville) forgive me, 
if I confeſs, that, upon: ſeveral Occaſions, you 
have put me in mind of this fat Perſon, and now 
more particularly, for thinking upon your preſent 
_ Circumſtances, I cannot but ſay with myſelf, if 
loving a pretty Woman, and hating Lauderdale, 
bring Baniſhments and Pox, the Lord have 
5 12 8 Mercy 


8 
8 


18 ſelet Cotrtecrtron 
Mercy upon poor Thieves and 8 But, by 
this time, all your Inconveniences (for, to 2 
Man of your very good Senſe, no | outward Ac- 
cidents are more) draw very near their End: 
For my own Part, Tam taking Pains not to die, 
| without knowing how to live on, when I have 
brought it x 015 but moſt human Affairs are 
carried on at the fame nonſenſical Rate, which 
makes me, (who am now grown ſuperſtitious) 
think it a Fault to laugh at the Monkey we have 
bere, when I compare his Condition with Man- 
kind. You will be very good-natur d, if you 
keep your Word, and . to me ſometimes: 
enen dear Mir. Saville. | 


+ | | RocuzsrTaR. 


LETTER: XIII. 
2% the SAME, 


WW Heber Love, Wine, e or Wiſdom, ( which 

rule you by Turns) have the preſent Aſ- 
cendant, I cannot pretend to determine at this 
N but Good · nature, which waits about 


ſent 17 Security, ca en 70d. — 2 by 
you at once, is a Miafortune I never was crimin 
enough 19 merit, Ance to the 


du Conſcience, wo 
ti whole Sex) ch! Aon Bore (Harry) 
1s 


J LETTERS. 19 
is the ſincereſt, wiſeſt, and moſt impartial down- 
right Friend we have; tells us Truth of our- 
ſelves, and forces us to ſpeak Truths of others ; 
baniſhes Flattery from our "Tongues, and Diftruſt 
from our Hearts, ſets us above the mean Policy 
of Court-Prudence : which makes us lie to one 
another all Day, for fear of being betray'd by 
each other at Night. And (before God) I be- 
lieve the erranteft Villain breathing, is honeſt as 


long as that Bottle lives, and few of that Tribe 


dare venture upon him, at leaſt, among the 
Courtiers and Stateſmen. I have ſeriouſly con- 
fider'd one Thing, that is the three Buſineſſes of 
this Age, Women, Politics, and Drinking, 
the laſt is the only Exercife at which you and 
have not prov'd ourfelves errant Flumblers : if 
you have the Vanity to think otherwife ; when 
we meet, let us appeal to Friends of both Sexes, 
and as they ſhall determine, live and die their 
Druukards, or intire Lovers. For, as we mince 
the Matter, it is hard to ſay which is the moſt 


tireſome Creature, loving Drunkard, or the drun- 


ken Lover. = 5 8 8 6 

If you ventur'd you fat Buttock a Gallop to 
Portſmouth, I doubt not but thro extreme galling, 
you now lie Bed-rid of the. Piles, or Fiſtula in 
Ano, and have the Leiſure to write to your 
Country Acquaintance ; which if you emit, I 
ſhall take the I. conclude ydu very proud. 
Such a Letter ſhould be directed to me at Ad#er- 
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XX7 Hether Love or the Politicks have the 
greater Intereſt in your Journey to France, 
becauſe it is argued among wiſer Men, I will not 
conclude upon; but hoping ſo much from your 
Friendſhip, that, without Reſerve, you will truſt 
me with the Time of your Stay in Paris; I have 
writ this to aſſure you, if it can continue a 
Month, I will not fail to wait on you there. 
My Reſolutions are to improve this Winter, for 
the Improvement of my Parts in foreign Coun- 
tries; and if the Temptation of ſeeing you, be 
added to the Deſires I have already, the Sin is ſo 
ſweet, that I am reſolved to embrace it, and 
leave out of my Prayers, Libera nos 4 malo—— 
r 


Oxford, Sept. 5. ROCHESTER, 
7 „ 4 1 9 
3 . . ; 
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Is not the leaſt of my Happineſs, that 1 
think you love me; but the firſt of all my 
Pretenſions is to make it appear, that I faithfully 
endeavour to deſerve it. If there be a real Good 
upon Earth, tis in the Name of Friend, without 
which all others are mere fantaſtical. How few 
of us are fit Stuff to make that thing, we have 


- y 


daily the melancholy Experience. 
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However, dear Harry! let us not give out, 


nor deſpair of bringing that about, which, as it 


is the moſt difficult, and rare Accident of Life, 


is alſo the beſt; nay, (perhaps) the only good 
one. This Thought has ſo intirely poſſeſſed me 
ſince L came into the Country, (where, only, 


one can think; for you at Court think not at 
all; or, at leaſt, as if you were ſhut up in a 


Drum; as you think of nothing but the Noiſe 
that is made about you) that I have made many 
ſerious Reflections upon it, and amongſt! others, 
gathered one Maxim, which I deſire, ould be 
communicated- to our Friend Mr. &; that 


we are bound in Morality and common Honeſty, 


to endeavour after competent Riches; ſince it is 
certain, that few Men, if any, uneaſy in their 
Fortunes, have proved firm and clear in their 
Friendſhips. A very poor Fellow, is a very poor 
Friend; and not one of a thouſand can be good- 
natured to another, who is not pleaſed within him- 
ſelf. But while I grow into Proverbs, I forget 
that you may impute my Philoſophy to the Dog- 
days, and living alone. To prevent the Incon- 
veniencies of Solftude,, and many others, I in- 
tend to go to the Bath on Sunday next, in Viſi- 
tation to my Lord Treaſurer. Be ſo politick, or 


be ſo kind, (or a little of both, which is better) 


as to ſtep down thither, if famous Affairs at 


IWindſo r 00 not detain you, Dear Harry, 1 alm 
Fo. Tour hearty „ 277 ul, affeftionate, bw 


humble Servant, 5 h 
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Dear Saville, r 
FF it were the Sign of an honeſt Man, to be 
happy in his Friends, ſure I were marked 
out for the worſt of Men; fince no one ne er Toft 
ſo _—_ as I have done, or knew to make fo 
few. The Severity you ſay the Dutcheſs of 
Pa—— ſhews to me, is a Proof, that *tis not in 

my Power to deſerve well of any a Fries (I 
call Truth to witneſs) -I have never been guilty 
of an Error, that I know, to her: and this may 
be a Warning to you, that remain in the Miftake 
of being kind to me, never te expect a grateful 
Return; fince I am ſo utterly ignorant how to 
make it: to value you in my Thoughts, to pre- 
fer you in my Wiſhes, to ſerve you in my Words; 

to obſerve, ſtudy, and to obey you in all m 
Actions, is too little; ſince I have performed all 
this to her, without ſo much as an offenſive Ac- 
cident. And yet ſhe thinks it Juſt, to uſe me ill. 
If T were not malicious enough to hope ſhe were 
in the Wrong, I muſt have a melancholy 
Opinion of myſelf. I wiſh your Intereſt might 
prevail with her, as a Friend of hers, not mine, 
to tell how I have deferved it of her, ſince fhe 
has ne'er accuſed me of. any Crime, but of being 
Cunning ; and I told her, ſomebody had been 
cunninger than I, to perſuade her ſo. I can as 
well ſupport the Hatred of the whole World, as 
any body, not being generally fond of it. Thoſe 
whom I have obliged, may uſe me with Ingra- 
titude, and not afflict me much: but to be _— 
SEEK he? | * Jared 
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{ by thoſe who have obliged me, and to whoſe 
Service I am ever bound; is fuch a Curſe, as I 
can only wiſh on 2 who wrong me to the 
Dutcheſs. be 
T hops you live not forgot what G——y and 
you have promis'd me; but within ne ime 
you will come and fetch-me to London : I ſhall 


| fearce think of coming, till you call me, as not 


having many prevalent Motives to draw me to 
the Court, if it be ſo that my Maſter has ne 
need of my * nor my Friends of my 
Company. 

Mr. Shepheard is a Man of a fluent Stile, and 
coherent Thought; if, as I fuſpeet, be writ your 
e with my Lord Elf ar Joy of every thi 

m ax of ev in 

and of tis Daughter to bor ro M 1 
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LETTER XVIL 
To the SAME. 


VET. who have kelowin me theſe ten Years 


the Grievance of all prudent Perfons, the 
By-word of Stateſmen, the Scorn of ugly Ladies, 
which are very near all, and the irreconcilable 
Averſion of fine Gentlemen, who are the orna- 


mental Part of a Nation, and yet found me ſeldom 


ſad, even under theſe weighty Oppreſſions; can 
n think that the living 67 lean Arms, ſmall 
gs, red Eyes and Noſe: 2 you will conſider 


that Trifle my can have the Power to deprefs the 


natural * of my careleſs Soul; ; eſpecially 
upon 


—":— 


24 J ſeleft Colrtcrtion 
upon receiving a | fine Letter from Mr. Saville, 
which never wants Wit, and Good- nature; two 
Qualities able to tranſport my Heart with Joy, 


tho' it were breaking? I wonder at M——'s 
flaunting it in Court with ſuch fine Clothes; ſure 


he is an alter'd Perſon, - ſince I ſaw him; for, 
ſince I can remember, neither his own ſelf, nor 


any, belonging to him, were ever out of Rags: 


his Page alone, was well cloath'd of all his Family, 
and that but in Appearance; for, of late he has 
made no more of wearing Second-hand C—ts, 
than Second-hand Shoes; tho” I muſt confeſs, to 
His Honour, he chang'd em oftner. I wiſh the 


- King were ſoberly advis'd about a main Advan- 


tage in this. Marriage, which may poſſibly be 
omitted; I mean, the ridding his Kingdom of 


ſome old Beauties, and young Deformities, who 


ſwarm, and are a Grievance to his Liege People. 


A foreign Prince ought to behave himſelf like a 


Kite, who is allow'd to take one royal Chick 
for his Reward ; but then ?tis expected, before he 


leaves the Country, his Flock ſhall clear the 


whole Pariſh of - all, the -Garbage and Carrion 
_ Miles about. Fhe King had never ſuch 
an Opportunity ; for the Dutch are very | foul 


Feeders, and what they leave muſt. never hope. to 


be rid of, unleſs he ſet up an Intrigue with the 
Tartars and 0 For the Libel you ſpeak of, 
upon that moſt unwitty Generation, the preſent 
Poets, I rejoyce in it with all my Heart, and ſhall 
take it for a 7 5 if you will ſend me a Copy. 


He cannot want Wit utterly, that has a Spleen 


to thoſe Rogues, tho' never ſo dully expreſs'd. 
And now, dear Mr. Saville, forgive me, if I do 
not wind up myſelf with an handome Period. 

vt r' 30 WUGCHRES TAR 
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LETTER XVIII. 
| T9 the SAME. 
Dear Saville, 


H O' I am almoſt blind, utterly” lame, and 
ſcarce within · the reaſonable Hopes of ever 
ſeeing London again, I am not yet fo wholly 
mortified and dead to the Taſte of: all Happineſs, 
not to be extremely revived at the Receipt of a 
kind Letter from an old Friend, who in all Pro- 
bability might have laid me aſide in his Thoughts, 
- 1f not quite forgot me by this time. I ever thought 
you an extraordinary Man, and muft now think 
you ſuch a Friend, who, being a Courtier, as 

ou are, can love a Man, whom it is the great 
Mode to hate. Catch Sir G. H. or Sir Carr, at 
ſuch an ill-bred Proceeding, and I am miſtaken : 
for the hideous Deportment, which you have 
heard of, concerning running naked, ſo much is 
true, that we went into the River ſomewhat late 
in the Year, and had a Friſk for forty Yards in 
the Meadow, to dry ourſelves. I will appeal to 
the King and the Duke, if they had not done 


as much; nay, my Lord Chancellor, and the 


Archbiſhops both, when they were School-boys ? 
and, at theſe Years, I heard the one' declaim'd 
like Cicero, the others preach'd like St. Auſtin : 
prudenter Perſons, I conclude, they were, even 
in Hanging-ſleeves, than any of the flaſhy Fry, 
(of which I muſt own myſelf the moſt unſolid) 
can hope to appear, even in their Manhood. 
And now, (Mr. Saville) fince you are pleas'd 
to quote yourſelf for a grave Man of the Num- 
. 1 . ber 
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er of the Scandaliz'd, be pleas'd to call to mind 
the Year 1676, when you expos'd more Naſti- 
. neſs in your two Folio Volumes, than we alto- 
1 in our fix Quarto'ss Pluck therefore the 


as eam out of thine own” Eye, &c. And now tis time 
| to thank you for your kind inviting me to Lon- 
64 don, to make Dutchmen merry; a thing I would 
Fl avoid, like killing Punaiſes, the filthy Savour of 
il Dutch Mirth being more terrible. If God, in 
Wl Mercy, has made em huſh and melancholly, do 
vi not you rouze their ſleeping Mirth, to make the 
ili Town mourn ; the Prince of Orange is exalted 
1 above em, and I cou'd wiſh myſelf in Town to 
1 ſerve him in ſome refin'd Pleaſure; which, I 
mY" fear, you are too much a Dutchman to think of. 
mM The beſt Preſent I can make at this time, is 
N the Bearer, whom I beg you to take care of, 
| 94 that the King may hear his Tunes, when he is 
"oi eaſy and private; becauſe I am ſure they will di- 
„ vert him extremely: and may he ever have Har- 
1 h mony in his Mind, as this F ellow will pour it 
1 into his Ears: may he dream pleaſantly, wake 
19 Joytully, love ſafely, and tenderly, live long and 
14 happily ; ever pray (dear Saville) Un Bougre laſſe 
| " qui era toute ſa foutue reſie de Vie, 1 
ith Vaſtre fidel Amy, & 


tres bumble Serviteur, 


' ROCHESTER, 
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LETTER XIX. 
20 the SAME. 


Th Night I receiv'd by Yours the ſur- 
4. prifingAccountof my Lady Dutcheſs's more 
than ordinary Indignation againſt me, I was newly 
bro in dead of a Fall from my Horſe, of 
which I ſtill remain bruis'd and bed-rid, and can 
no ſcarce think it a Happineſs that I ſavd my 
Neck. What ill Star reigns over me, that I'm 
ſtill mark'd out for Ingratitude, and only us d 
barbarouſly to. thoſe I am obliged to ! Had I been 
troubleſome to her in pinning the Dependence of 
my Fortune upon her Solicitations to the King, 
or. her unmerited Recommendations of me to 
ſome great Man, it would not have mov'd my 
Wonder much, if ſhe had ſought any Occaſion to 
be rid of a uſeleſs Trouble: but a Creature, who 
had already receiv'd of her all the Obligations he 
ever could pretend to, except the Continuance of 
her good Opinion, for the which he reſolv'd, and 
did dire& every Step of his Life in Duty and 
Service to her, and all who were concern'd in 
her ; why ſhould ſhe take the Advantage of a 
falſe idle Story, to hate ſuch a Man, as if it were 
an Inconveniency to her to be harmleſs, or a 
Pain to continue juſt? By that God that 
made me, I have no more offended her in 
Thought, Word, or Deed, no more imagin'd 
or utter'd the leaſt Thought to her Contempt or 
Prejudice, than I have plotted Treaſon, conceal'd 


Arms, train'd Regiments for a Rebellion. If there 


be upon Earth a Man of common Honeſty, who 
will juſtify a Tittle of her Accuſation, I am con- 
: 5 C 2 _ tented 


— ů anions — . 
gs» 4 — <> ys — 1 — 
2 ret ow 8 2 — p ; ” - - 
--* Gin Dn ED, ns re 3 FOO BC, 
—— 


— 
L - — *ag 
— e 

* —— 


— —E—˙ĩfƷ— 


— — — 2 br 1. 


1 — 7 
— — — — 
— ov. pu hy —_—_ 
< * w ry — as —— 
— 
— — 2 — 
Pan 


92 12 190 il A OS op LIE" of OR ID” {= 


7 * 
: 
x * 
1147 
1 
% £3 1 
1 4 
7t 
« 
V8: 
14 
147 
1 
4 
[i 
FF" 
x 38: 
6 HE 
4 4 
A 
1 
1 
4% þ 
1 5 
1 


— 
— —— — . U—ͤ— - 2 ay —— Ae wm 


- 


28 A fſele# Col LE TTox 

tented never to ſee her. After this, ſhe need not 
forbid me to come to her, I have little Pride or 
Pleaſure in ſhewing . myſelf where I am accus'd 
of a Meanneſs I were not capable of, .even-for 
her Service, which. would proye a ſhrewder Tryal 
of my Honeſty, than any Ambition I ever had 
to make my Court to. I thought the Dutcheſs 
of P---- more of an Angel than I find her a 
Woman ; and as this is the firſt, it ſhall be the 
moſt malicious Thing I will ever ſay of her. For 
her generous Reſolution of not hurting me to the 
King, I thank her; but ſhe muſt think a Man 


much oblig'd, after the calling of him Knave, 
to 70 ſhe will do him no farther Prejudice. For 


the Counteſs of P-----, whatever ſhe has heard 


me ſay, or any body elſe, of her, I'll ſtand the 


Teſt of any impartial Judge, twas neither inju- 
rious nor unmannerly ; and how ſevere ſoever ſhe 
pleaſes to be, I have always been her humble 
Servant, and will continue ſo. I do not know 
how to aſſure myſelf the D. will ſpare me to 
the King, who would not to you; I am ſure ſhe 
can't ſay I ever injur'd you to her, nor am I 
at all afraid ſhe can hurt me with you; I dare 
ſwear you don't think I have dealt fo indiſcreetly 
in my Service to her, as to doubt me in the 
Friendſhip J profeſs to you. And, to ſhew you 
T rely upon yours,, let me beg of you to talk 
once more with her, and deſire her to give me 
the fair hearing ſhe would afford any Footman of 
hers, who had been complained of to her by a 
leſs worthy Creature (for ſuch a one, I aſſure 
myſelf, my Accuſer is) unleſs it be for her Ser- 
vice, to wrong the moſt faithful of her Servants ; 
and then I ſhall be proud of mine. I would not 
be run down by a Company of Rogues, and this 

| | l | looks 
PR 
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looks like an Endeavour towards it: therefore, 


dear Harry, ſend me word, how JI am with other 
Folks ; if you viſit my Lord Treaſurer, name the 
Calamity of this Matter to him, and tell me ſin- 
cerely how he takes it: and if you hear the King 
mention me, do the Office of a Friend, to. 


Mur humble Servant, 
| ROCHESTER, 
RT T.ER X. 
* cindy % the SAME: 


Dear Saville, 


HE Louſineſs of Affairs in this Place is ſuch 
(forgive the unmannerly Phraſe ! Expreſ- 
ſions muſt deſcend to the Nature of Things ex- 
prefs'd) *tis not fit to entertain a private Gentle- 
man, much leſs one of a public Character with 


the Retail of them; the general Heads, under 


which this whole Iſland may be conſider'd, are 
Spies, Beggars, and Rebels, the Tranſpoſitions 
and Mixtures of theſe, make an agreeable Va- 
riety; buſy Fools and cautious Knaves are bred 
out of them, and ſet off wonderfully ; tho' of 


% 


this latter ſort, we have fewer now than ever, 


Hypocriſy being the only Vice in decay amongſt 
us, few Men here diſſemble their being Raſcals; 
and no Woman diſowns being a Whore. Mr. 
2 was tried two Days ago for Buggery, and 


clear d: the next Day he brought his Action to 
the Kings-Bench, againſt his Accuſer, being at- 
tended by the Earl of Shaft/bury and other Peers, 

Number of Seven, for the Honour of the 


CY Proteſtant 


to the 
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nature the leaſt of your good 
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| Proteſtant Cauſe. 


I have ſent you herewith a 
Libel, in which my own Share is not the leaſt; 
the King having peruſed it, is no way diſſatisfied 
with his : the — is apparent Mr. ——, his 
= my 2 —_ a Panegyric in the 

mi upon which happened a handſome Quar- 

rel hatweek his L— and Mrs. B , at the 
Dutcheſs of P— 3 the called him, The He- 
roe of the Libel, and complimented him upon 
having made more Cuckolds than any Man alive ; 
to which he anſwered, ſhe very well knew one 
he never made, nor never cared to be employed 
in making. Rogue and Bitch enſued, till 


the King, taking his Grand-father's Character 


upon him, became the Peace-maker. I will not 
— 8 you any longer, but beg you ill" 1 to 
ove 

vr e humble Servant, 


Rocuzerzx. 


LETTER xxI. 
To the SAME, 6 


ov are ibs only Man of Bug Jand that keep 
Wit with your Wiſdom ; a I am happy 


in a Friend that excels in both; were your 
Qualities, I durſt 
not preſume upon it, as I have done; but I know 


you are fo 4 1 concerned in ſerving your 


riends truly, that I need not make an Apology 
for the Trouble I have given you in this Ar. 
I daily expect more conſiderable Effects of 
7 ur Friendſhip, and have the Vanity to think, 


ſhall be che better for your growing poorer. 1 
= 


ef LETTERS: 2r 
In the mean time, when you pleaſe to diſtin- 
euiſh from Profers and Mindbam, and comply 
with Roſers and Bull, not ent Fobn Ste- 
vent, * ſhall find me | 
| Your moſt ready 
_ — obedient Ss 


F 


LETTER XXII. 
Earl of Rocheſter to M. 


O much Wit and Beauty as you have, ſhould 
think of nothing leſs than doing Miracles; 
and there cannot be a greater than to continue 
1 me: 1 every — is mean, as lov- 

1 fond where you find 
Merit; Aron — -wildeft, and moſt fan- 
taſtica} odd Man alive, and to place y our Kind- 
neſs there, ia as ARt fo brave and daring, as will 


e min, pa Merc 
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Argument for myſelf, I leave you to ; 
rg you to — 4 me e I 3 — 
what Mrs. R. is, ſince I give you fo ſincere an 
Account of her humbleſt Servant. Remember 
the Hour of a ſtrict Account, when both Hearts 
are to be open, and we * to ſpeak freely, as 

you order'd it Yeſterday ; for ſo I muſt ever call 
the Day I ſaw you laſt, ſince all Time between 
that and the next Viſit is no Part of my Life, or 
at leaſt like a fong Fit of the F alling -fickneſs, 
herein I am dead to all Joy and appineſs. 
| 4 Here's. 


— | ie Ah > er 


conſider when you give another 


— 
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Here's a damn'd impertinent Fool bolted in, that 
hinders me from ending my Letter ; the ee 
of take him, and any Man or Woman alive 
that take my Thoughts off of you; but in the 
Evening I will ſee you, and be happy in fpite of 
all the F ools in the World. 6 | 


Madam,  - i 5 
F there be yet alive within you the leaſt Me- 
mory of me, which I can hope only, becauſe 
of the Life that remains with me, is the dear 
Remembrance of you; and methinks your Kind- 
neſs, as the younger, ſhould out-live mine. Give 
me Leave to aſſure you, I will meet it very ſhortly 
with ſuch a Share on my Side, as will juſtify me 
to you from all Ingratitude; tho' your Favours 


are to me the greateſt Bliſs this World, or Wo- 


mankind, which I think Heaven can beſtow (but 
the Hopes of it.) If there can be any Addition 
to one of the higheſt Misfortunes, my Abſence 
from you has found the Way to give it me, in 
not affording me the leaſt Occaſion of doing you 
any Service ſince I left you. It ſeems, till I am 
capable of greater Merit, 'you reſolve to keep me 
from the Vanity of pretending wy at all, Pray 

eave to ſerve 
you more than I, how much Injuſtice you run 


the Hazard of committing, when it will not be 


in your Power to reward that more deſerving 


Man with half ſo much Happineſs as you have 
thrown away upon my worthleſs Self, 


. Your reſtleſs Servant. 
LEE 


Þ 
- 
> 
7 — 


as happy as I am faithful. 


1 


r 
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LETTER XXIV. 
* To'the SAME, 
Madam, | | 


1 Know not well who has the worſt on't, you, 


2 who love but little, or I, who doat to an Ex- 


travagance : ſure, to be half-kind, is as bad as to 


be half-witted; and Madneſs, both in Love and 


| Reaſon, bears a better Character than a mode- 


rate State of either. Would I could bring you 
to my Opinion in this Point; I would then con- 
fidently pretend you hadtoo juſt Exceptions either 
againſt me or my Paſſion, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil; I mean all the Fools of my ,own Sex, and 
that fat, with the other lean one 'of yours, whoſe 


prudent Advice is daily concerning you, how dan. 


gerous it is to be kind to the Man upon Earth 
who loves you beſt. I, who ſtill perſwade myſelf, 


by all the Arguments I can bring, that J am hap- 


py, find this none of the leaſt, that you are too 


unlike theſe People every way, to agree with them 


in any particular. This is writ between ſleeping 
and waking, and I will not anſwer for its bein 

Senſe; but I, dreaming you were at Mrs. N—'s 
with five or ſix Fools and the lean Lady, wak'd 


in one of your Horrors, and in Amaze, Fright, - 


and Confuſion, ſend this to beg a kind one from 
you, that may remove my Fears, and make me 


— — — 
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LETTER XXV. 


Dear Madam, 


Y frame t loo; an ae the; fit 
ee ot * 


Yor bundle Servant, 


LETTER XXVI. 
To the SA. auf 


— 


Madam, 
Toer you „ 
ee. have bent this on purpoſe, that you 
you are not a Moment out 4 


Thoughts eee eee 


ſg you te — ora 
I am fo far from wang, that I conjure 
you, by all the Aſſura of = — on 


: two Doyo man gdh widens fred Lot roms you 


to me. You muſt leave em, c. to be ſent 
Ie . e And till the * _ 
wherein ſee you again, pineſs 

all kinds be as "£4 from me, gre do, both in 
Love and Jealouſie, pray Mankind may be from 


LE T- 


LETTER XXVII. 
To the SAME. 

THERE vb now no Minute of my Life that 
I does not afford me ſome new Argument 
how much I love you: the little Joy I take in 
| "oy thing wherein you are not concerned, the 
pleafing Perplexity of endlefs Thought which I 
fall into where-ever you are brought to my Re- 
membrance; and laſtly, the continual Diſquiet I 
am in, * Abſence, convince me ſuffi- 
ciently, that I do you Juftice in loving you, ſo 

as Woman was never loved before. 


LETTER XXVII. 
To the SAME. N 


Y OUR ſaſe Delivery has delivered me too 
from Fears for your Sake, which were, PII 


owes you, as burthenſome to me, as your great 
Elly cou'd be to you. Every has fallen 


out to my Wiſh, for you are out of Danger, and 
the Child is of the ſoft Sex I Jove. Shortly my 
Hopes are to ſee you, and in a little while after 
to look on you with all your Beauty about you. 
Pray let no Body but yourſelf open the Box I 

ſent you; I did not know, but that in lying- in, 
you might have uſe of thoſe Trifles : ſick and 
in bed, as I am, I could come at no more of em; 
but if you find 'em, or whateyer is in my power 


>» 4 * 


of Uſe, to your Service, let e know it. 
8 | LE T- 
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Madam, 
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LETTER XXIX. 

To the SAME. 

Madam, bee $ 
THIS is the firſt Service my Hand has done 


me, ſince my being a Cripple, and I would 


not employ it in a Lie ſo ſoon; therefore pray 
believe me ſincere, when J aſſure you, that you 
are very dear to me; and as Jong as I live, I will 
be kind to you:? EEE vs 
FP. S. This is all my Hand would write, but 
my Heart thinks a great deal more. 


IL. ET UR WA. 
20 tbe SAME, 
Madam, 8 eral | 
I ©thin can ever be ſo dear to me as you are; 
d I am fo convinc'd of this, that I dare 
undertake to love you whilſt I live: believe all I 
fay, for that is the kindeſt thing imaginable, and 


when you can deviſe any way that may make me 


appear ſo to #5 inftrut me in it, for I need a 
better Underſtanding than my own, to ſhew my 
Love, without Wrong to it. of 


LETTER. XXSL. 
To the S AME. 


N OW, as J love you, I think I have Reafon 
to be jealous; your Neighbour came in laſt 
Night with all the Marks and Behaviour of a 
1 | PY'3 


ce” 
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Spy; every Word and Look imploy'd that ſhe 
came to ſolicite your Love or Conſtancy: 
may her Endeavours prove as vain as I wiſh 
my Fears. May no Man ſhare the Bleſſings I 
enjoy, without my Curſes ; and if they fall on 
-him alone, without touching 2 I am happy, 


tho' he deſerves em not: but ſhould you be con- 
cern'd, they'll all flie back upon myſelf; for he, 
whom you are kind to, is ſo bleſt, he may ſafely 
ſtand the Curſe of all the World without repin- 
ing ; at leaſt, if like me, he be ſenſible of no+ 


thing but what comes from Mrs, _——— _ 


L ET TER XXXII. 
ks Ge 
* O U are the moſt afflifting fair Creature in 
the World; and however you would per- 
ſwade me to the contrary, I cannot. but believe 
the Fault you pretend to excuſe, is the only one 
I cou'd ever be guilty of to you: when you think 
of receiving an Anſwer with Common Senſe in 
it, you muſt write Letters that gives leſs Confu- 
ſion than your Jaſt : I will wait on you, and be 


reveng d by continuing to love you, when you 


grow wearieſt of it. 

LETTER XXXIII. 
To I SAME 
Madam, 11 


VEſterday it was impoſſible to anſwer your Let- 


ter, which J hope, for that Reaſon, you will 
forgive me; tho” indeed you have been pleas'd to 
as | expreſs 
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to hyp them amends; tho' your Maid 


— 25 


4 2 . ; 


* 


happy I 
bve that 


pretend 
this not to exempt myſelf 
do you (for I can never forget how 


have been) but to cpnvigee you, the 


ide, and me the Trouble of perceiving it in the 
other, 5 „ and 


ought therefare 


LETTER XIXXIV. 
e Fs 


1 


. ELI es, as ett. l 
when 1 wrong ſugh as they, 


e that matter more to my Prejudice than 
expected from one who belopged to you, and for 
our own Share, if I thought a Woman of 
Fans, you ſhould receive all the Reparations 
_— but it is ſo unqueſtionable, that 1 


24 * — ＋ that all the 
World m I cannot offend Jou, without 


1E. 


| 


 wOannamS REM e SHE 


one of the greateſt I could thi 


ſecking my own batisfaction; and ſince you are 
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LETTER XXXV. 
2. To the Sams. 
H O' upon the Score of Love, which is im- 
mediately my Concern, I find Aptneſs enough 
to be Jealous; 2 upon that of your Safety, 


which is the thing in the. World weighs 
more with me than my Love, I apprehend much 
more. I know, by woful Experience, what 
comes of dealing with Knayes ; fuch I um ſure 
you have at this time to do with; therefore look 
well about you, and take jt for granted, That 
unleſs you can deceive them, they will certainly 
cozen yon. If T am not fo wiſe as they, and 
therefore Tefs fit to adviſe you, I am at leaſt more 
concern'd for you, and for that Reafon the like- 
lier to prove honeſt, and the rather to be truſted. 
Whether you will _ to the Dike's Play- 
houſe To-day, or at Jeaft let me come to you 
when the Play is done 


Madam, 3 1 
Mig: 1 be fo bappy to receive fuch Proofs 
A of On Lon 


all my Actions, however appear d at , 
wicht'hs interpreted as 92 Fa. your 25 
fince nothing is ſo agreeable to my Nature, as 


the 
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Preſerve you faultleſs, and make me happy; and 


PEarct of all that ever was deareſt to me, if 


* 


* 


40 A felet Cor ER for 
the beſt Object of that I can find in the World, 


how can you entertain a Jealouſy or Fear? You 


have the ſtrongeſt Security our frail and daily 
changing Frame can give, that I can live to no 


End fo much, as that of pleaſing and . ſerving 
— Gy F 


LINE 9 og 52055 $077 nogue 5-3 FYP 
W 

ä To the SAME, egit 
Madam, T 
1 HAV E not ſinn'd ſo much as to deſerve to 
live two whole Days without ſeeing of you. 
From your Juſtice and Good - nature therefore I 
will preſume you will give me leave to wait on 
you at Night, and for your ſake uſe not that 
Power, (which you find you have abſolute over 
me) ſo unmercifully as you did laſt time, to di- 
vert and keep me off, from convincing you by 
all the Reaſons imaginable, how neceſſary tis to 


o 


alſo, that you believe and uſe me like the moſt 
Faithful of all your Servants, 8. 


LETTER XXXVIN. 
To the SAME | 
Madam, 5 oh 


- 


* 


I love any thing in the. World like you, or 
with it in my Power to do it, may I ever be as 
unlucky and as hateful as when I ſaw you laſt. 
T who have no way to. expreſs my Kindneſs to 
vou, but Letters which cannot ſpeak it half; 
whether ſhall I think myſelf more unfortunate, 


4 | who 


＋ E BTTERS 


d who cannot tell you how much I love, or you, 
1 who can never know how well you are belov'd; 
ly I would fain N about, if it were poſſible, 
0 to wait upon you To-day; for beſides that I ne- 


8 ver am without the paſſionate - Deſire of — 
with you, at this time I have ſomething to te 


unpleaſant News, but I am in Chains here, and 
muſt ſeek out ſome Device to break em for a 
quarter of an Hour, 


LETTER XXX. 
u. 70 the 8 A M E, | 
I Madam, © ES 


_ FF is impoſſible for me to neglect what I love, 

Jas it would be impertinent to profeſs Love 
where I had none; but I take the Vanity to aſ- 
4 ſure myſelf, you cannot conclude ſo ſeverely both 
N | of my Truth and Reaſon, as to ſuſpe& me for 
art either of thoſe Faults. If there has been a Mis- 
ft fortune in the Miſcarriage of my Letters, I be- 
. ſeech you not to add to it by an uncharitable Cen- 
ſure, but do me the right to believe the laſt Thing 
poſſible in the World, is the leaſt Omiſſion of 
either Kindneſs or Service to you: I wiſh the 
whole World was as intirely yours as I am, you 


body; at leaſt, it would be your own Fault, if 
they were not what you pleas d. "Thoſe Wretches 
you ſpeak of in your Letter, are ſo little valua- 
ble, that you will eaſily forget their Malice, and 


the World, who will ever find it their Intereſt, 
and make it their Vanity to ſerve you. And now 
| | to 


you, that is for your Service, and will not be 


would then have no Reaſon to complain of any, 


rather look upon the more conſiderable Part of 
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to let you know how ſoon I propoſe to be out of 
Pain, two Days hence I leave this Place, in or- 
der to my Journey towards London; and may I 
then be but as happy as your Kindneſs can make 
e 
ey d hs 


LETTER XL. 
To #he SAME. 


Madam, - 
I Found you in a chiding Edger To-day, and 
ſo I left you; To-morrow I hope for better 
3 1 till when, neither you, nor any you can 
employ ſhall know whether I am under or above 
round, therefore lie till, and ſatisfy yourſelf, 
88 7 72 not, nor can de half ſo kind to * 

CT am. ; 


LETTER XII. 
| To the Sa u. 2 


MY Fra us tuck „ 88, among reaſonable 


4 will ever find Excuſe ; but to you 
I will make none, you arc ſo GIST full of Myſtery : 
I believe you make your Court with ol 
ceſs, at leaſt Iwiſhit; ps as the kindeſt thin 

I can ſay, do allure ou, you ſhall never 3 ng 
Pattern, either in ature or Friendſhip, 
for I will be after my own Rate, not yours, 


Your humble Servant, — n 
0 LE T* 


* E TT E R XLII. 
To the SAME, 
Madam, | 


1 AM far from delighting in the Grief I have 
given you, by taking the Child; and 
you, who made it ſo abſol 2 for me 
to do ſo, muſt take that Excuſe from me, for all 
the IIl- nature of it: on the other fide, pray be 
aſſur d, I love Betty ſo well, that you need not 
apprehend n from thoſe. I employ ; and 
I hope very ſhortly to reſtore her to you a finer 


Girl than ever. In the mean time you would 
do well to think of the Advice I gave you, for 
how little Shew ſoever my Prudence makes in 
my own Affairs, in yours it will prove very ſuc- 
ceſsful, if you pleaſe to follow it; and ſince Dif- 
cretion is the Thing alone you are like to want, 


pray ſtudy to get it. 


LETTER XLII. 
Toth SAM. 


Madam, | iy Fn 
1 Came to Town late laſt Night, tho“ Time 

enough to receive News from the King very 
ſurpriſing, you *r chiefly concern d in't: 
muſt beg that I may ſpeak with ou this Morn- 
ing, at ten o Clock; I will not fail to be at your 
Door: the Affair is unhappy, and to me on many 
Scores, but on none more, than that it has di- 
ſturb'd the Heaven of Thought I was in, to 
think, after ſo long an Abſence, I had liv'd to be 
again bleſt with ſecing my deareſt dear, Mrs. 
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To the SAME. 


rs. 


r 
T AM forc'd at laſt to own, that *tis very un- 
_* eaſy to me to live ſo long without hearing a 
Word of you, eſpecially when I reflect how ill- 
natured the World is to pretty Women, and what 
Occafion you may have for their Service. Be- 
ſides, I am unſatisfied yet, why that inconſidera- 
ble Service you gave me leave to do you, and 
which I left nofitive Orders for when I came 
away, was left unperform'd ; and if the Omiſ- 
ſion reflect upon my Servant or - myſelf, that 1 
might puniſh the one, and clear the other. 1 
have often wiſh'd, I know not why, but J think 
for your ſake more tham my own, that Mrs, — 
might forget me quite: but I find it would trouble 
me of all things, ſhould ſhe think ill of me, or 
remember me to hate me, but whenever ſhe 
would make me happy; if ſhe can yet wiſh me 
fo, let her command. ſome real Service, and my 
Obedience will prove the beſt Reward my Hopes 
can aim at. 0 8 | 


LETTER XLV. 
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M* Viſit Yeſterday was intended to tell you, 
* I had not dined in Company of Women, 
which (tho' for a certain Reaſon I could not very 
well expreſs with Words) was however ſuffici- 


ently made appear, ſince you could not be fo 9 
; 11 


i · natur d to make ſevere Reflections upon me 


when I was gone, Were Men without Frailties, 


how would you bring it about to make em love 
you ſo blindly as they do. I cannot yet imagine 
what Fault you could find in my Love-letter ; 
certainly *twas full of Kindneſs and Duty to you; 
and whilſt theſe two Points are kept. inviolable, 
tis very hard when you take any thing ill. I 
fear ſtaying at home ſo much gives E the Spleen 
(for I am loth to believe *tis I) I have therefore 
ſent you the two Plays that are acted this After- 
noon ; if that Diverſion could put you into ſo 
good a Humour, as to make you able to endure 
me again, I ſhould be very much oblig'd to the 
Stage. However, if your Anger continue, ſhew 
yourſelf at the Play, that I may look upon you, 
and go mad. Your Pl is in your. own 
Eyes; and if I muſt ſuffer 

Way. | ; 


EET RR OC: 


„ To ile 8 a ME. 
„% £45 OE pv e 
H O' not for real Kindneſs ſake, at leaſt to 
make your own Words good (which is a 
Point of Honour proper for a Woman) endea- 
vour to give me ſome undeniable Proofs that you 
love me, If there be any in my Power which I 
have yet neither given nor offer d, you muſt ex- 
plain yourſelf; I am perhaps very dull, but with- 
all very ſincere : I could with for your ſake, and 


my own, that your Failings were ſuch ; but be 


they what they will, ſince I muſt love you, allow 
me the Liberty of telling you ſometiines unman- 
nerly Truths, when my Zeal for your Service 

| „„ 
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would chooſe that 
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cauſes, and your own Intereſt requires it: theſe 
ng yr you mult _ with from thoſe 
that with greater Regard to you than 
themſelves ; ſuch a one I pretend 90 be, and] 
— you do not believe it, you will in time 

n 1 E | "5 $0 {15.3 
Tou have faid ſomething that has made me 
faney To-morrow will prove a happy Day to me; 
however, pray let me fee you before you ſpeak 
with any other Man; there are Reaſons for it, 
Deareſt of all my Deſires, I expect your Com- 


LETTER XLYI. 
To the SAME. 


n, © : 
Have a very juſt Quarrel to Bufineſs, upon a 
thouſand Faults, and will now continue it, 
__ whilſt I live, ſince it takes from me ſome Hours 
of your Company. Till two in the Aſternoon, 
I cannot come to you; pity my ill Fortune, and 
ſend me word where I ſhall then find you. 


LETTER. Mum. 

N N SAW 8. 

| e de, ing to write you wor t 
I am tle moſt unlucky Creature in the World, 
when your Letter came in, and made me more 
certain; for you tempt me by deſiring me to do 
che Thing upon Earth I have the moſt Fondnels 
of, at this time; that is, going with you to 
TY 4 indfor | 


LETTER XLE. 
Madam, e 
Elieve me, (deareſt of all Pleaſures) that thoſe 
" I can receive from any thing but you, are ſo 
extremely dull they hardly deſerve the Name. If 

ou diſtruſt me, and all my Profeſſions, upon the 
| Aw of Truth and Honour, at leaſt Jet em 
have Credis on another, upon which my greateſt 
Enemies will not deny it me; and that is, its be- 
ing notorious, that I mind nothing but my own 
Satisfaction. You may be ſure I cannot chooſe but 
love you above the World, whatever becomes of 
the King, Court, or Mankind, and all their im- 
pertinent Buſineſs. I will come to you this AF- 
ternoon. | 


LETTER I. 
To the SAME. 


Madam, 
THA T I do not ſee you, is not that I would 
not ; for that, the Devil take me, if I woul 

not do every Day of my Life ; but for theſe _ 
| Eo 


£3 A.. fele# Coll iert 
fons you ſhall know hereafter. In the mean 
time, I can give you no Account of your Buſi- 
neſs as yet; but of my own Part, which I am 
ſure will not be agreeable without others, who, 
I am confident, will give full Satisfaction in a very 
mort time, to all your Deſires: when 'tis done, 
I will tell you ſomething that, perhaps, may 
make you think that I am Mrs. | 
Your humble Servant. 


Li TIER” I. 
DANS XME 
Madam, f 5 

TILL I have mended my Manners, I am 
aſham'd to look you in the Face, but ſeeing 
you is as neceſſary to my Life as breathing; ſo 
that I muſt fee you, or be yours no more; for 
that's the Image I have of dying. The Sight of 
you then, being my Life, I cannot but confeſs 
with an humble and ſincere Repentance, that I 
have hitherto liv'd very ill; receive my Confeſ- 
fion, and let the Promiſe of my future Zeal and 
Devotion obtain my Pardon, for laſt Night's 
Blaſphemy = you, my Heaven; ſo ſhall I 
hope, hereafter, to be made Partaker of ſuch 
Joys, in your Arms as meeting Tongues but 

faintly can expreſs. Amen. . 


ru. 
To the SAME, 


Madam, 5 | 
1 Aſſure you I am not half fo faulty as unfortu- 
nate in ſerving you; I will not tell you my 
Endeavours, nor excuſe iny Breach of * 

ut 


— 


"% 


' but leave it to Tow to find the Cauſe of my doing 
ſo ill, to one wiſh © ell to; but I hope 52 


| give you a better Account ſhortly. The Com- 
| plaint you ſpoke to me, concerning Miſs, I know 
| nothing of, for ſhe is as great a Stranger to me, 
| as ſhe can be to you. So thou pretty Creature 
7 farewel. | EE 


Your bumble Servant. 


LET T EA LA: 
> SO I SAME. 
Aaidoms © - | 45 
V OUR Letter fo tranſports me, that I know 
1 not how to anſwer it, the Expreſſions are fo 
8 ſoft, and ſeem to be ſo ſincere, that I were the 


ſeem to diſtruſt my being the happier : and the 
beſt Contrivance I can think of, for conveying a 
Letter to me, is making a Porter bring it m 
Feotman, where-ever 1 am, whether at St. 


2 Jon's, I/hitehall, or home. They are at pre- 
d ent pulling down ſome part of my Lodging, 
: which will not permit me to ſee you there; but I 


will wait on you at any other Place, what Time 
you pleaſe. . ny 


LETTER L. 
200 the SAME. 
Madam, tes 


1 Could ſay a great deal to you, but will conceal 

it till I have Merit: fo theſe ſhall be only to 
beg your Pardon, for defiring your Excuſe till 
"Vo L, 1: e Monday, 


unreaſonableſt Creature on Earth, could I but | | 


50 : A. ſeleft ColttcTION 5 
Monday, and then you ſhall find me an honeſt 
Man, and one of my Word. So Mrs. | 


Your Servant. 
LETTER Lv. 
„ „u. 
Dear Madam, ; 


M* omitting to write to you all this while, 
were an unpardonable Error, had I been 
guilty of it through Neglect towards you, which 
value you too much ever to be capable of. But 
I have never been two Days in a Place, ſince 
Mrs. went away; which I ought to have 
given you Notice of, and have let you known, 
that her Crime was, making her Court to 
with Stories of you; entertaining her continually 
with the Shame ſhe underwent to be ſeen in Com- 
pany of ſo horrid a Body as yourſelf, in order to 
the obtaining of her s Employment; and 
laſtly, that m -was ten Times prettier than 
that naſtier - I was ſo fond of at London, 
which I had by you. This was the grateful Ac- 
knowledgment ſhe made you for all your Fa- 
vours, and this Recompence for all the little Ser- 
vices, which, upon your Account, ſhe received 


from | 
Tour humble Servant, &c. 
LETTER AVI. 
J 
Madam, 3 b 


i ANGER, Spleen, Revenge, and Shame, are 
: not yet ſo powerful with me, as to make me iſt 
diſown this great Truth, that I love you __—_ 


„% A no. IT 


VE 


all 


is 


| of L E T TE RS. „ 
all things in the World: but, I thank God, I 
can diſtinguiſh, I can ſee very Woman in, you, 


'Tis impoſſible for me to curſe you; but give me 
leave to pity myſelf, which is more than ever 
you will do for me. You have a Character, and 


every thing) you ſcorn to grow leſs in that noble 
Quality of ufing your Servants very hardly : you 
do well not to forget it, and rather practice upon 
me, than loſe the Habit of being very ſevere, for 
you that chooſe rather to be wiſe than juſt and 
rood-natur'd, may freely diſpoſe of all things 


in your Power, without Regard to one or the 


other. As I admire you, I would be glad I could 
imitate you; it were but Manners. to endeavour 
it, which, ſince I am not able to perform, I con- 
feſs you are in the right to call that rude, which 
I call kind; and fo keep me in the wrong for 
ever, which you cannot chooſe but take great De- 
light in: you need but continue to make. it fit for 
me not to love you, and you can never want 
ſomething to upbraid me with. 


rr 
Earl of Briſtol to Charles II. on being ba- 
niſbed his Preſence, © 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | | 

D URING the ſeven Months Sufferance under 

the Misfortune of your Majeſty's heavy Diſ- 

pleaſure, baniſhed m_ your Preſence, and * 
N ; 2 . e 


and from yourſelf am convinced I have never, 
been in the wrong in the Opinion of Women: 


ou maintain it; but I am ſorry you make me an 
ale to prove it: It ſeems (as you excel in 
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ed of the Fruits of your former Bounty, brand- 
ed by Proclamation as guilty of high Crimes 
againſt your Perſon and Government, and laſtly, 
profecuted to ſuch Extremes for my Religion; J 
have choſen to live moſt of the Time a cloſer 
Priſoner, than, I dare ſay, your Clemency would 
have me. And to undergo all with Submiſſion 
and Silence, rather than ſeek Advantages from 
my Enemies, by expoſing to Cenſure any thing 
(how 5 Eo ſoever) wherein your Majeſtys 
Name hath been uſed : and ſhould have conti- 
nued to do ſo ſtill, expecting (with an intire Re- 
ſignation to your Will and Pleaſure) your Ma- 
jeſty's own Time for Grace and Favour, did not 
the approaching Seſſion of Parliament impoſe up- 
on me this Addreſs by way of Duty to your Ser- 
vice; ſince it appears to me-impoffible, that the 
Privilege of Peers in Parliament can ſuffer one of 
their own Members to lie under an Imputation of 
Crimes, without either being pardoned, puniſh- 
ed, or vindicated. 5 
This it is, which makes me preſume at this 
time, to caſt myſelf at your Majeſty's Feet, and 
moſt humbly to beg your Pardon for my raſh and 
indiſcreet Behaviour, in being more earneſt than 
became me, when J had laſt the Honour to wait 
upon you in your Cloſet; ſuch as J muſt confeſs, 
might very juſtly move your e againſt 
me, ſince no Provocation, nor Exceſs of Zeal 
whatever, can juſtify ſuch a Freedom from a Sub- 
ject to a Sovereign. And if my Sufferings and 
Submiſſions have not yet been ſufficient to expi- 
ate that Indiſcretion, Iam ready to undergo what- 
ever your Majeſty ſhall further think fit to inflict 
upon me, by way of Diſpleaſure; ſo that it 
draw along with it no Imputation of Crime: for 
as 


kane, bt. > — 


8 FETT. 
as to that, I muſt ever crave Leave to defend my 
Innocence againſt all the World; ſince this Truth 
I muſt juſtify. to my lateſt Breath, that neither 
then, nor at any other Time, hath my Heart ever 
been ſuſceptible of a Thought either to diſſerve or 
diſpleaſe you. PT . 
But as God himſelf, whoſe Vicegerent you are, 
doth in the judging of Sin, admit of Extenuation 
from high Temptations of Frailty, ſo I hope your 
Majeſty will be pleaſed to conſider how far the Na- 
ture of ſo faithful and paſſionate a Servant of 
yours, as I am; could bear that Provocation, of 
finding his Maſter not only fo incenſed againſt him 
by his Enemies, but continued ſtill in the Danger 
of being betrayed, by their Unfaithfulneſs, in the 
higheſt Intereſts. of his Eſtate and Perſon, Re- 
fleting upon this, I beſeech you, Sir, what ho- 
neſt Man (loving you as I do) might not have / 
been tranſported even to Frenzy and Madneſs ? 
As for my charging your Lord Chancellor in the 
Houſe of Peers, I muſt confeſs to have done it 
without Leave was a Failure, fince no Man ought 
to think that he is a better Judge of his Maſter's 
higheſt Concernment, than himſelf, - I do there- 
fore, in all Hunulity, beg your Pardon, for any 
the leaſt Appearance of ſuch Preſumption. But 
that done, I moſt humbly beſeech you, to weigh 
in your princely Thoughts, from what other Mo- 
tive it could poſſibly proceed, but from my Zeal 
to your Service. From particular Spleen your 
Majeſty cannot think it, ſince you have ſo often 
vouchſafed me the Character of a very unvindic- 
tive Man; and know ſo well, with what Pati- 
ence I have borne all his malicious Practices a- 
gainſt me, without falling upon him publicly, 
till I thought it could be no longer forborne, with- 
: F out 
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out iminent Hazard to your Service and Safety: 
From Intereſt much leſs, ſince it is evident that 
by forbearing to do it, I might have enjoyed 
Plenty and Quiet, with Marks of your Favour; 
and that by doing it, I hazarded and ruined my 
Fortune, then upon the Point of Settlement, ant 
reduced myſelf, either to be a Priſoner, or a Va- 
gabond. Nor do I think that any body will ſay, 
that finding myſelf loſt with you, I made my 
Court by it, to the next in Power. 

- Laſtly, be pleaſed to vouchſafe me one Mo- 
ment of Reflection back upon the whole Tenor 
of my Life in your Royal Father's Service, and 
in yours; and if in the intire Progreſs of it, your 
princely Heart can accufe me of the leaſt Failure 
In true Zeal for the Intereſt and Glory of your 
Crown, or in Affection for the Honour and Hap- 
pineſs of your Perſon, J am ſo far from deſiring 
your Pardon, that I deſire not to live; but if, 
on the contrary, your excellent Judgment,, as 
well as Nature, fall bear me the Teſtimony, 
within yourſelf, of a conſtant Fervour and Faith- 
fulneſs in them both, I hope that with ſo graci- 
_ ous a Maſter, I ſhall not be ruined, for one Tran- 

ſportment of Love beyond the Bounds of Diſcre- 
tion. You know, as well as Solomon, that Love 
covers a Multitude of Faults : it is that which 
I cannot but promiſe myſelf, from your incom- 
' parable Goodneſs, whom I beſeech God to bleſs 
and direct to what may be moſt for the Honour 
and Profperity of your Affairs, though it were to 


be with the certain Deſtruction of 
| Mur Majeſty's ? 
humble Servant, 
BRIST OI. 
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Earl of Arlington 1s the Duke of Or- 

mond, on the Death of Lord Oſſory. 
Y laſt gave your Grace ſome Hopes of my 


| Lord, your Son's Recovery, and the next 
Day after, thoſe Hopes were ſtrengthned by the 


concurrent Opinion of all Phyſicians ; but we at 


length were undeceived. On Friday, at a Quar- 


ter paſt Seven in the Evening, it pleaſed God to 


take him from us ; to whoſe Will we reſign our- 
felves, as I hope your Grace will do, on ſo ex- 
traordinary an Occaſion : fortify your Chriſti- 


anity with your Prudence, and Experience of the 


Vanity of this World ; which we take more Pains 
than we ought to render pleaſant and acceptable 
to us, and value ourſelves upon Poſſeſſione, which 
in a Moment we may loſe, His Diſeaſe was fo 


ftrong in his Head (being a high malignant Fe- 


ver) that he had but few Intervals free from the 
Delirium, that troubled him more or leſs all his 
vickneſs, which Dr. Z/yd, with much Care and 


Prudence, laid hold of, for the compoſing his 
Mind, and to render him capable of receiving, 
and doing other Acts of a good Chriſtian, In 


the Middle of his Sickneſs he ſpoke of making a 
Will, but finding him ſo ill, 1 diverted him from 


it in the Preſence of ſome of his Servants, by 


telling him the Circumſtances in which he was, 


did not make it ſo neceſſary ſor him, as for ano- 


ther Man: for, ſaid I, my Lord, I think you 
have nothing of that Nature to do, but to re. 


commend your Wife and Children to your Fa- 


WS ther, 
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ther, and to him likewiſe, the Payment of your 
Debts, and Gratification of your Servants ; and 
this, if you pleaſe, I will do in your Name; 
which he ſeemed very well to accept of, and ne- 
ver more mentioned it; and I the rather humour- 
ed this Way with him, becauſe in the Times he 
hath hitherto put himſelf into any extraordinary 
Actions at Sea or Land, he uſed to leave a ſhort 
Paper with me, which contained the ſame Things 
in Effect, and particularly beſeeching your Grace 
to increaſe his Wife's Jointure, which I. know 
not whether ſhe was ever acquainted with; fo 
I told him the aforementioned Points would be 
_ over-ſecured by your Grace's Generolity. 


I have cauſed his Body to be laid in a Vault in 


Leftminſter-Abbey, that it may be in a Condition 
of being buried herea'ter here, or carried to Eu- 
on, or to Kilkenny, as your Grace ſhall think fit 
to direct, : 1 =» 
What I have further ordered concerning his 
Affairs, you will find in a Memorandum | have 
put into Mr. 44——'s Hands, to receive your 
Orders thereupon. In the mean time I have 
preſumed to ſend to the“ Biſhop, to let my Lord 
James come hither, to ſhew him to the World, 
whilſt they are ſo much in love with his Father's 
Memory, and lament to ſuch an Exceſs, the Loſs 
of him, that it would look like Flattery, if I 
ſhould tell your Grace half the Truth. I, 
I cannot end this Letter, without adding, that 
I never ſaw a better Set of orderly, affectionate, 


Doctor Fell, Biſhop-of Oxford, and Dean of 
Chrift-Church ; in which College, my Lord James, 
the preſcnt Duke of Ormond, received his TOs. 
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and deſerving Servants, who have ſufficiently” 


ſhewn it in his Sickneſs, each of whom I have 


promiſed to recommend to your Grace, as any 
Occaſion offers for their Preferments and Adyan- 


tages. And thus I will diſmiſs your Grace for 


the preſent, and myſelf from this unpleaſing 
Theme, reſerving myſelf to compliment my Lady 


Dutcheſs, and Lady Offery, upon it (as my Wife 


does alſo) until we have better recollected our- 


ſelves, a Matter of ſo hard Digeſtion ; and in the 


mean time, only offering mylelf to obey all the 
Commands, your Grace ſhall. be pleaſed to lay 
upon me, on this, or any other Occaſion. 

J am 


Your Grace's, &c. 

LET ü 

Duke of Ormond's " Anſwer. 
HOUGH Thad much ola Fer than Hope 


1 


of my Son Oſory's Recovery, from yours of 


the 27th of laſt Month, and did all that I could 
to prepare myſelf for what yours of the 31ſt 
brought me; yet I find Twas miſtaken in myſelf, 


and that I want the Compoſure I ought to have. 
The Breach that the Death of ſuch a Son has 
made in my Family, with all the Conſequences 
of it, come into my Thoughts as faſt as Grief- 
will allow them Entrance. I conſider my own 
Age, and my Grandſon's Vouth, and how unfit 
we are to contend with public and domeſtic Dif- 
ficulties. But God having let me ſee the Vanity 
8 * and 
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and Sinfulneſs of any Confidence and Reliance 
upon that Son, will, I truſt, upon a hearty Sub- 
miſſion to his bleſſed Will, extend his Protection 
to thoſe he has left behind him. I have now in 
this World no Buſineſs of my own belonging to 
the Family, but to provide for his Widow and 
fatherleſs Children; all I have, and ſhall have, 
is, and I truſt in God will be theirs; and I 
wiſh for their. Sakes, I had been a better Ma- 
nager than I have been. My Son's Kind- 
neſs to his Wife, and Care for her, increaſe 
my Value of him, and Sorrow for him. And 1 
am glad he expreſt it ſo frequently, when he 
thought of that Hour that is come upon us. But 
there was no othes Need of it, than the Mani- 
feſtation of his Good-nature, for I am ready to 
do for her, whatever ſhe or her Friends can wiſh;. 
knowing that who are her Friends, muſt be her 
Children's. What is to be done in Relation to 
the Payments of Debts and Rewards of Servants, 
I muſt have more Time, and more ſettled 
Thoughts upon; only in general, my Intention: 
is to fulfil all his Deſires, as far as they can be 
_ reaſonably executed. . 
The Body I wiſh may remain in a decent Re- 
pPoſitory, tilk I am able to think of removing it 
where I purpoſe to lie myſelf. . I am not able to 
judge of the Advantage: of his Son's appearing fo 
early, but if the Biſhop has delayed the ſending 
him on your laſt Summons till he hears from me, 
as by a Letter from. him I find his Intention was, 
I deſire he may be left there, til I am in a Cake 
to offer your Lordſhip my Senfe concerning the 
diſpoſing of him for the time to comm. 
And if the Youth be with you, I wiſh he may 
de ſent back, as ſoon as you have. produced — 
88 5 where 
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where you think fit. I ſhould now own all your 
Kindneſſes to my Son, which have been ſo long, 
O conſtant, and fo uſeful to him to the laſt ; and 
Jam confident your Love will transfer to thoſe 
he hath left. Think but how I loved and va- 
hued him; think me grateful, and then you will 
make ſome Eſtimate of my Senſe of your Con- 
cernment for him. © = 


& 3 am, my Lord, 


Kilkenny, Auguſt 9, Yours, &c. 
1680. e | 
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Sir George Etherege to the Duke of 
Buckingham. 
My Lord, . 

I Received the News of your Grace's retiring 
into Yorkfhire, and leading a ſedate contempla- 

tive Life there, with no leſs Aſtoniſhment than T 
ſhould hear his Chriſtian Majeſty's turning Bene- 
dictine Monk, or the Pope's wearing a long Per- 
riwig, and 3 up for a flaming Beau in the 
feventy- fourth Year of his Age. We have a 
Picture here in our Town-hall, which I never 
look upon, but it makes me think on your Grace; 
and I dare ſwear, you will ſay there is no Diſho- 
nour done you, when you hear whoſe it is. In ſhort, 
it is that of the famous Charles V, who among 
all the Magnificence which this fooliſn World Ui | 
aftords, amidſt all his African Lawrels and Gallic „ 
Triumphs, freely diveſted himſelf of the Empire n 
of Europe, and his hereditary Kingdoms, to _ 
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the Remainder of his Life in Solitude and Re- 
tirement. | | = 
Is it poſſible that your Grace (who has ſeen 
ten times more Luxury than that Emperor ever 
knew, poſſeſſed as much too of the true real 
Greatneſs of the World as ever. he enjoyed) 
ſhould, in an Ape ſtill capable of Pleaſure, and 
under a Fortune whoſe: very Ruins would make 
up a comfortable Electorate here in Germany; is 
it poſſible, I ſay, that your Grace ſhould leave 
the Play at the Beginning of the fourth Act, 
when all the Spectators are in Pain to know what 
will become of the Hero, and what mighty Mat- 
ters he is reſerved for, that ſet out ſo advantage- 
oufly in the firſt? That a Perſon of your exqui- 
ſite Taſte, that has breathed the Air of a Court 
even from your Infancy, ſhould be content, in 
that Part of your Life which is moſt difficult to 
be pleaſed, and moſt eaſy to be diſguſted, to take 
up with the Converſation of Country Parſons (a 
Set of People whom, to my Knowledge, your 
Grace never much -admired) and do Penance in 
the nauſeous Company of Lawyers, whom I am 
certain you abominate ? | F 


To raiſe our Aſtoniſhment higher, who could 
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to any ordinary Beauty, would ever condeſcend 
to ſigh and languiſn for the Heireſs apparent of 
ſome thatch'd Cottage, in a Straw Hat, Flannel 
Petticoat, Stockings of as groſs a Thrum as the 
Blew-coat Boys Caps at the Hoſpital, and a Smock 
(the Lord defend me from the wicked Idea of it!) 
of as courſe a Canvas as ever ſerved an Appren- 
tice to a Mackerel-boat ? Who could believe, 


5 till 


4 


* RTI . 6 
till Matter of Fact had confirmed the Belief of it, 
(and your Grace knows that Matter of Fact is 
not to be diſputed) that the moſt poliſhed, refined 
Epicure of his Age, that had regaled himſelf in 
the moſt exquiſite Wines of Itah, Greece and 
Spain, would, in the laſt Scenes of his Life, de- 
bauch his Conſtitution in execrable Yorktfhire Ale ! 
And that he, who all his Life-time had either ſeen 
Princes his Play-fellows or Companions, would 
ſubmit to the nonſenfical Chat and barbarous 
Language of Farmers and Higlers.  - _ 

This, I confeſs, ſo much ſhocks me, that 1 
cannot tell what to make on it; and unleſs the 
News came to me confirmed from ſo many au- 
thentic Hands, that I have no Room. to ſuſpect 
the ben of it, I ſhould ſtill look upon it to 
be apocryphal. Is your Grace then in earneſt, 
and really pleaſed with fo prodigious an Alteration 
of Perſons and Things? For my Part, I believe 
it; for I am certain that your nee can act any 
Perſon better than that of a Hypocrite. | 

But I humbly aſk your Grace's Pardon for this 
Familiarity I have taken with you ; give me leave 
therefore, if you pleaſe; to tell you ſomething of 
myſelf. I preſume that an Account of what paſſes 
in this buſy Part of the World will not come un- 
acceptable to you, ſince all my Correſpondents 
from England aſſure me, that your Grace does 
me the Honour to inquire often after me, and 
has expreſſed ſome fort of a Deſire to know how 
my new Character ſits upon me. 

Ten Years ago, I as little thought that my 
Stars deſigned to make a Politician of me, and 
that it would come to my Share to debate in pub- 
lic Aſſemblies, as the Grand Signior dreamed of 
loling Hungary ; but my royal Maſter, W 
e e 
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the Charity to believe me Maſter of ſome Qua- 
lities, of which I never ſuſpected myſelf, I find 
that the Zeal and Alacrity I diſcover in myfelf 
to ſupport a Dignity which he has thought ft to 
confer upon me, has ſupplied all other Defects, . 


and given me a Talent for which, till now, I 


juſtly fanſied myſelf uncapable. : 

I live in one of the fineſt and beſt- manner'd 
Cities in Germany, where, it is true, we have 
not Pleaſure in that Perfection as we . ſee it in 
London and Paris; yet, to make us amends, we 
enjoy a noble ſerene Air, that makes us as hungry 
as Hawks. And though Buſineſs, and even the 


- worſt fort of Buſineſs, wicked Politics, is the di- 


Ringuiſhing Commodity of the Place; yet I will 
ſay that for the Germans, that they manage it the 
beſt of any People in the World ; they cut off 
and retrench all thoſe idle Prehminaries and uſe- 


- leſs Ceremonies that clog the Wheels of it every 


where elſe; and I find, that to this Day, they 


make good the Obſervation that Tacitus made of 


their Anceſtors, I mean, That their Affairs (let 
them be never. ſo ſerious and preſſing) never put 
a Stop to good eating and drinking, and that they 
8 their weightieſt Negociations over their 

ups. 


Tis true, they carry this Humour by much too 
far for one of my Complexion, for which Reaſon 
I decline appearing among them, but when my 
Maſter's Concerns make it neceſſary for me to 
come to their Aſſemblies. They are indeed a 
free-hearted, open ſort of Gentlemen that com- 
poſe the Diet, without Reſerve, Affectation, and 
Artifice ; but they are ſuch unmerciful Pliers of 
the Bottle, ſo wholly given up to what our. Sots 
call good Fellowſhip, that it is as great a =_ 
| | ES raint 
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ſtraint upon my Nature to fit out a Night's En- 
tertainment with them, as it would be to hear 
half. a Score of long-winded Preſbyterian Divines 
cant ſucceſſively one after another. | 
To unboſom myſelf frankly and freely to your 
Grace, I always looked upon Drunkenneſs to be 
an Apen Crime in a young Fellow, who, 
without any of the foreign Helps, has Fire enough 
in his Veins to do Juſtice to Cælia whenever ſhe 
demands a Tribute from him. In a middle- age 
Man, I conſider the Bottle as only ſubſervient to 
the nobler Pleaſure of Love; and he that would 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſo far infatuated by it, as to 
neglect the Purſuit of a more agreeable Game, I 
think, deſerves no Quarter from the Ladies. In 
old Age indeed, when it is convenient to forget 
and ſteal from ourſelves, I am of opinion that 
a little Drunkenneſs,. diſcreetly uſed, may as well 
contribute to our Health of Body as Tranquility 
of Sont. - - -, a „ 
Thus J have given your Grace a ſhort Syſtem 
of my Morals, and Belief in theſe Affairs; but 
the 3 of this Country go upon a quite 
different Scheme of Pleaſure; the beſt Furniture 
of their Parlours (inſtead of imocent China) 
are tall, overgrown Rummers; and they take 
more Care to enlarge their Cellars than their pa- 
trimonial Eftates : in ſhort, Drinking- is the he- 
reditary Sin of this Country; and that Hero of 
a Deputy here, that can demoliſh; at one Sit- 
ting, the reſt of his Brother Envoys, is menti- 
oned with as much Applauſe as the Duke of Ler- 
rain for his noble Exploits againſt the Turks, and. 
may claim a Statue, cookies at the public Ex- 
Pence, in any Town in Germany. | 


Judge 
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Judge then, my Lord, whether a Perſon of 
my ſober Principles, and one that only uſes Wine 
(as the wiſer ſort of Roman Catholics do Images) 
to raiſe up my Imagination to ſomething more 
exalted, and not to terminate my Worſhip upon 


it, muſt not be reduced to very mortifying Cir- 


cumſtances in this Place, where I cannot pretend 
to enjoy Converſation, without practiſing that 
Vice that directly ruins me. „„ 

As I have juſt Reaſon to complain of the Men, 
for laying ſo unreaſonable a Tax upon Pleaſure, 
ſo I have no leſs Reaſon to complain of the Wo- 


men for wholly denying it. | 
| Man find out the Secret to take a 


Could a 
Leaſe for his Life, as 4ethuſelah, and the reſt of 
the Antedeluvian Gentlemen, who were three 
hundred Years growing up to the Perfection of 


Vigour, enjoyed it the ſame Number, and were 


as long a decaying, ſomething might be ſaid for 


the two crying Sins of both Sexes here; I mean 


Drunkenneſs in the Men, and Reſervedneſs in 


the Ladies. 


4 4 


What would it ſignify, to throw away a 


Week's, nay a Month's Enjoyment upon one 

Night's Debauch, if a Man could promiſe him- 

Jelf the Age of a Patriarch? 8 
Or where would be the mighty Penance, in 


dancing a dozen Vears Attendance after a coy 
Female, watching her moſt favourable Moments, 


and moſt acceſſible Intervals, at laſtly, to enjoy 
her, if Infirmities and old Age were to come ſo 
late upon us ? 11 . 

But ſince Fate has given us ſo ſhort a Period 
to taſte Pleaſure with Satisfaction, three or four 
Days Sickneſs is too great a Rent — upon 
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F LETTERS © 
human Nature, and Drunkenneſs cannot pretend, 
out of its own Fund, to acquit the Debt. 
And, my Lord, ſince our Gaiety and Vigour 
leave us ſo ſoon in the lurch; ſince Feebleneſs 
attacks us without giving fair Warning, and we 
no ſooner paſs the Meridian of Life, but begin 
to decline, it is hardly worth a Lover's while to 
ſtay as long for compaſſing a Miſtreſs as Jacob did 
for obtaining a Wife; and without this tedious 
Drudgery and Application, I can aſſure your 
Grace that an Amour is not to be managed 


here. f 


But, my Lord, I forget, that while I take up- 
on me to play the Moraliſt, and to enlarge ſo 
rhetorically upon the Preciouſneſs of Time, 1 
have already made bold with too much of your 
Grace's, for which Reaſon I here put a Stop to 
my Diſcourſe ; and will endeavour, the next 
Packet that goes from this Place, to entertain 
you with ſomething more agreeable, 


Jam, my Lord, 5 
Your Grace's moſt obedient Servant, 


S8. ETHEREGE, 
” LE TT EN EXT 
20 the S A M E. e : 

| My Lord, 


J Never enjoy myſelf ſo much as when I can 


ſteal a few Moments from the Hurry of public 
Buſineſs to write to my Friends in England: and 

as there is none to whom I pay a profounder Re- 
| = | | ſpect 
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{pe than to your Grace, wonder not if I afford 
myſelf the Satisfaction of converfing with yon 
'by the way of Letter, the only Relief I have left 
me to ſupport your Abſence at this Diſtance, a; 
often as I can find an Opportunity. -You may 


gueſs, by my laſt, whether I do not paſs my time 


very comfortably here ; forced as I am, by my 
Character, to ſpend the better Part of my Time 
in ſquabling and deliberating with Perſons of 
Beard and Gravity, how to preſerve the Balance 
of Chriftendom, which would go well enough of 
itſelf, if the Divines, and Miniſters of Princes 


would let it alone: and when I come home, 


ſpent and weary from the Diet, I have no Lord 
D---t's, or Sir Charles $----y's, to ſport away 
the Evening with ; no Madam 7 
Lady A----- 5; in ſhort, none of thoſe kind 
charming Creatures London affords, in whoſe 
Embraces I might make myſelf amends for fo 
many Hours murdered in impertinent Debates; 
ſo that, not to magnify my Sufferings to your 
Grace, they really want a greater Stock of Chri- 
ſtian Patience to 3 them than I can pretend 
to be Maſter of. | 

I have been long enough in this Town, one 
would think, to have made Acquaintance enough 


with Perſons of both Sexes, ſo as never to be at 


a Loſs how to paſs the few vacant Hours I can 


allow myſelf ; but the terrible Drinking that ac- I 


companies all Viſits, hinders me from converſing 


with the Men fo often as I would otherwiſe do; 
and the German Ladies are ſo intolerably reſerved 
and virtuous (with Tears in my Eyes 1 ſpeak it 
to your Grace) that it is next to an Impoſſibility 
to carry on an Intrigue with them. A Man has 
ſo many Scruples to conquer, and ſo many Dif- 
. . | ficulties 


ET TS.. O03 


ficulties to ſurmount, before he can promiſe him- 


ſelf the leaſt Succeſs, that, for my Part, I have 
given over all Purſuits of this Nature. Beſides, 


there is ſo univerſal a Spirit of Cenſorjouſneſs 
reigns in Town, that a Man and Woman cannot 


be ſeen at Ombre or Picquet together, but *tis 
immediately concluded ſome other Game has 
been played between them. And as this renders 
all manner of Acceſs to the Ladies almoſt im- 
practicable, -for fear of expoſing their Reputation 


to the Mercy of their Ill- natured Neighbours, 


ſo it makes an innocent Piece of Gallantry often 
paſs for a criminal Correſpondence. | 
So that, to deal freely with your Grace, among 
ſo many noble and wealthy Families as we have 
in this Town, I can only pretend to be truly ac- 
quainted but with one; the Gentleman's Name 
was Monfieur Hoffman, a frank, hearty, jolly 


Companion. His Father, one of the moſt emi- 


nent Wine Merchants of the City, left him a 


conſiderable Fortune, which he improved by mar- 


rying a French Jeweller's Daughter of Lions. Lo 
give you his Character in ſhort, he was a ſenfi- 
ble, ingenious Man, and had none of his Coun- 
try's Vices, which I impute to his having travel- 
led abroad, and ſeen Italy, France, and England. 
His Lady is a moſt accompliſhed, ingenious Per- 
ſon; and notwithſtanding he is come into a 
Place where ſo much Formality and Stiffneſs is 
praQtiſed, keeps up all the Vivacity, Air, and 

Good-humour of France. | 
I. had been happy in my Acquaintance with 
this Family ſome Months, when an ill-favoured 
Action robbed me of the greateſt Happineſs I had 
hitherto enjoyed in Germany, the Loſs of which 
I can never ſufficiently regret, Monſieur H= 
mn, 
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man, about three Weeks ago, going- to make 
merry with ſome Friends, at a Village ſome-three 
Leagues from this Place, upon the Danube, by 
the Unſkilfulneſs or Negligence of the Water- 
men,. the Boat wherein he was, unfortunately 
chanced to overſet, and of ſome twenty Perſons, 
not one eſcaped to bring home the News, but 
a Boy that miraculouſly ſaved himſelf by holding 
- faſt, to the Rudder, and fo by the Rapidity of the 
Currrent was caſt upon the other Shore. 5 
I. was ſenſibly afflicted at the Deſtiny of my 
worthy Friend, and ſo indeed were all that had 
the Honour of knowing him ; but his Wife took 
on ſo extravagantly, that ſhe, in a ſhort time, 
was the only Talk of City and Country: ſhe re- 
Fuſed to admit any Viſits from her neareſt Rela- 
tions; her Chamber, her Antichamber and Pro- 
Antichamber were hung with black; nay, the 
very Candles, her Fans; and Tea-table wore 
the Livery of Grief; ſhe refuſed all manner. of 
Suſtenance, and was ſo averſe to the Thoughts 
of living, that ſhe talked of nothing but Death; 
in ſhort, you may tell your ingenious Friend 
Monſieur de St. Evremont, that Petranius's Ephe- 
7 Matron, to whoſe Story he has done fo much 
Juſtice in his noble Tranſlation, was only a — 2 
of our more obſtinate, as well as unhappy Ger- 
man Widow. . —_ 7; 
About a Fortnight after this cruel Loſs (for I 
thought it would be Labour loſt to attack her 
_ Grief in its firſt Vehemence) I thought myſelf 
obliged in point of Honour and Gratitude, to 
the Memory of my deceaſed Friend, to make 
her a ſmall Viſit, and condole her Ladyſhip up- 
on this unhappy Occaſion ; and tho? I had been 
told that ſhe refuſed to ſee ſeveral Perſons _ 
| a 
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had gone to wait on her with the ſame Errand, 
yet 1 preſumed fo much upon the Friendſhip her 
late Huſband had always expreſſed for me (not 
to mention the particular Civilities I had received 
from her) as to think I ſhould be admitted to 
have a ſight of her: accordingly, I came to her 
Houſe, ſent up my Name, and Word was im- 
mediately brought me, that if I pleaſed I might 
go up to her. „ e 
When I came into the Room, I fanſied myſelf 
in the Territories of Death, every thing looked 
ſo gloomy, ſo diſmal, and ſo melancholy. There 
was a grave Lutheran Miniſter with her, that 
omitted no Arguments to bring her to a more 
' compoſed and more Chriftian Diſpoſition of 
Mind. Madam, ſays he, you don't conſider that 
by abandoning yourſelf thus to Deſpair, you ac- 
tually rebel againſt Providence. I can't help it, 
fays the; Providence may even thank itſelf for 
laying fo inſupportable a fond upon me. O he, 
adam, cries the other, this is downright Im- 
piety: what would you. ſay now, if Heaven 
ſhould puniſh it by ſome more exemplary Viſita- 
tion? That is impoſſible, replies the Lady, _ 
ing; and ſince it has robbed me of the only De- 
light I had in this World, the only Favour it 
can do, is to level a Thunderbolt at my Head, 
and put an End to all my Sufferings. The Par- 
ſon finding her in this extravagant Strain, and 
ſeeing no L of perſuading her to come 
to a better Temper, got up from his Seat, and 
took his Leave of her. Zh 
It came to my turn now, to try whether I was 
not capable of comforting her ; and being con- 
vinced by ſo late an Inſtance, that Arguments 
brought from Religion were not like to work any 
n extra- 
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extraordinary Effects upon her, I reſolved to at- 


tack her Ladyſhip in a more ſenſible Part, and 
repreſent - to her the great Inconveniencies (not 


— 


which her Soul) but her Body received from this 


inordinate Sorrow. 5 bh” 
Madam, ſays I to her, next to my Concern for 
your worthy Huſband's untimely Death, Iam griev- 
ed to ſee what an Alteration the bemoaning his 


Loſs has occaſioned in you. Theſe Words raiſing 


her Curioſity to know what this Alteration was, I 


thus continued my Diſcourſe : in endeavouring 


Madam, to extinguiſh, or at leaſt, to alleviate 
your Grief, than which, nothing can be more 


prejudicial to a beautiful Woman, I intend a 
public Benefit ; for if the Public is intereſted,. as 


moſt certainly it is, in the — a beautiful 
Face, that Man does the Public no little Service, 
who contributes moſt to its Preſervation. 


This odd Beginning operated ſo wonderfully 


upon her, that the deſired me to leave this gene- 


ral Road of Compliments, and explain myſelf 


more particularly to her. Upon this (delivering 

myſelf with an unuſual Air of Gravity, which 
your Grace knows, I ſeldom carry about me in 
the Company of Ladies) I told her, that Grief 


ruins the fineſt Faces ſooner than any thing what- 
ever ; and that as Envy itſelf, could not deny her 
Face to be the moſt charming in the Univerſe, ſo 


if ſhe did not ſuffer herſelf to be comforted, ſhe 
muſt ſoon expect to take her Farewel of it. I 
confirmed this Aſſertion, by telling her of one 
of the fineſt Women we ever had in England, 
who did herſelf more Injury in a Fortnizht's 


time, by lamenting her only Brother's Death, ; 


than ten Years could poſſibly have done, That 
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T had heard an eminent Phyſician at Leyden ſay, 
That Tears (having abundance of ſaline Parti- 
cles in them) not only ſpoiled the Completion, 
but haſtened Wrinkles. But, Madam, conclu- 
ded I, why ſhould I give myſelf the Trouble to 
confirm this by foreign Inftances, and by the Te- 
ſtimonies of our moſt knowing Doctors; when, 
alas! your own Face ſo fully juſtifies the Truth 
of what I have ſaid to you. 2 

How ! reply'd our diſconſolate Widow, with a 
Sigh that came from the Bottom of her Heart: and 
is. it poſſible that my juſt Concern for my dear 
Huſband has wrought ſo cruel an Effect upon me 
in ſo ſhort a Time. With that ſhe ordered her 
Gentlewoman to bring the Looking-glaſs to her, 
and having ſurveyed herſelf a few Minutes in it, 
ſhe told me, ſhe was perfectly convinced that my 
Notions were true; but, cries ſhe, what would 
you have us. poor Women to do in theſe Caſes? 
For ſomething, continued ſhe, we owe to the 
Memory of the Deceaſed, and ſomething to the 
World; which expects, at leaſt, the common 
Appearance of Grief from us. 

By your Leave Madam, ſays I, all this is a 
Miſtake, and no better; you owe nothing to your 
Huſband, ſince he is dead, and knows nothing of 
your Lamentation. Beſides, could you ſhed an - 
Ocean of Tears upon his Hearſe, it would not- 
do him the leaſt Service; much leſs do you lie 
under any ſuch Obligations to the World, as to 
ſpoil a good Face, only to comply with- its ty- 
rannic Oats: no Madam, take care to pre- 
ſerve your Beauty, and then, let the World ſay 
what it pleaſes ; your Ladyſhip may be revenged 
of the World whenever you ſee fit. I am re- 
ſolved, anſwers ſhe, to be intirely governed by 


you, 
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you, therefore, tell me frankly, what fort of 
Courſe you'd have me ſteer ; why Madam, ſays 


Lin the firſt Place, forget the Defunct, and in 


Order to bring that about, relieve Nature, to 
which you have been fo long unmereiful, with 
the . exquiſite Meats, and the moſt generous 

Upon Condition you will ſup with me, cries 
our. afflicted Lady, 1 will ſubmit to your Preſcrip- 
tion. But why ſhould 1 trouble your Grace with 
a Narration in every Particular; in ſhort, we 
had a noble Regale that Evening in her Bed- 
Chamber: and our good Widow puſh'd the Glaſs 
fo ſtrenuouſſy about, that her Comforter ' (mean- 
ing myſelf) could hardly find the Way to his 
Coach. To conclude this Farce (which I am 
afraid begins now to be too tedious to your 
Grace ) this Phenix of her Sex, this Pattern of 
Conjugal Fidelity, two Mornings ago, was mar- 
ried to a ſmooth-chin'd Enſign of Count Tran- 
 mendorf*'s Regiment, that bas not a Farthing in 
the World but his Pay to depend on: I affifted 
at the Ceremony, though I little imagined the 
Lady would take the Matrimonial Receipt ſo ſoon. 


I was the eaſier perſuaded to give your Grace a 
large Account of this Tragi-Comedy, not only 


becauſe I wanted better Matter to entertain you 
withal at this lazy Conjuncture, but alſo, to ſhew 
your Grace, that not only Epheſus in ancient, 
and England in later Times, have afforded ſuch 
fantaſtical Widows ; but even Germany itſelf ; 
where if the Ladies have not more Virtue than 
thoſe of their Sex in other Countries, yet they 
pretend, at leaſt, a greater Management of the 
Outſide of ft, N 


By 


„ 


VVV 

By my laſt Packet from England, among a 
heap of nauſeous Traſh, I received. the Three 
Dukes of - Dunſtable ; which is really fo mon- 
ſtrous and inſipid, that I am ſorry Lapland or 
Livonia had not the Honour of producing it; 
but if I did Penance in reading it, I rejoiced to 
hear that it was ſo ſolemnly interred to the Tune 
of Catcalls; the Squire of Alſatia, however, 
which came by the following Poſt, made me 
ſome Amends for the curſed ertinence of the 
Three Dukes. And my witty Friend,. Sir C---- 


$---y's Bellamira gave me that intire Satisfaction, 


that I cannot read it over too often. 
They tell me, my old Acquaintance Mr. Dry- 


den, has left off the Theatre, and wholly applies 


himſelf to the Study of the Controverſies between 
the two Churches; pray Heaven, this ſtrange 
Alteration in him, portends nothing diſaſtrous to 


the State; but I have all along obſerved, that 


Poets do Religion as little Service by drawing 
their Pens for it, as the Divines do Poetry by 
pretending to Verſification. Bhs 


But I forget how troubleſome I have been to 


your Grace; I ſhall cherefore conclude with aſ- 
ſuring you, that Lam, and to the laſt Moment 
of my Life ſhall be, ambitious of being, 


My Lord, | 
Hur Grate's maſt obedient, 
and moft obliged Servant, 


N 
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LETTER LAX...” 


Sir George Etherege to his Friend in 


London. 


„% 5 ; | 
M Letters from England tell me, that this 
| Summer my Lord Chamberlain has won. 
the Money at Bowls, and my Lord Devonſhire at 


Dice; I hope neither of *em have been lucky at 


your Coſt. Before you receive this, I reckon 


you will be in your Winter Quarters, where you 
may have Leiſure to give me a ſhort Account of 


what paſs'd at the Campaign at Tunbridae. I 


cannot but remember Mr. MA. tho' he ſeems to 


have quite forgot me; he is a very extraordinary 
Perſon, I find he had rather lend a Friend 


a hundred Pounds, than take the Pains . to 
write to him. I'm ſenſible his many Employ- 
ments afford him little Leiſure ; and I ſhould pity 
his Miſtreſs, but that I am perſuaded his Prudence 
has made him chuſe her in the Family. The 
Women here are not generally handſome ; yet 
there is a File of young Ladies in this Town, 
whoſe Arms would glitter, were they drawn up 
againſt the Maids of Honour; but the Devil's 
in't, Marriage is ſo much their Buſineſs, that 
they cannot ſatisfy a Lover that has Deſires more 
fervent than Frank Villers. * Tis a fine thing for 
a Man, who has been nouriſh'd ſo many Years 


with good ſubſtantial Fleſh and Blood, to be 


reduc'd to Sighs and Wiſhes, and all thoſe airy 
Courſes” which are ſerved up to feaſt a Belly 


Paſſion ; but to comfort myſelf in my Misfor- 


f tune, 
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tune, I have learn'd to ogle and languiſh in 
public, like any Waleup; and to content myſelf 
in private, with a Piece of Houſhold Bread, 
as well as ſome of my Friends. Howevet unkind 
Fortune has been to you, don't revenge yourſelf 
on me; force the Sullenneſs of your Temper, 
and let me hear from you; it is not reaſonable I 
ſhould loſe a Friend, becauſe you have loft your 


Money. | 3 a 

| „ - Yaurs, 

From Rab: 55 lfr ft 0s .. 
Aug. 23,88. S. ETHEREGE, 


EV 


- Rakebelly ! 2 
JUST. now, ſtroling thro' my Pocket-book, 
I ſtumbb'd upon your Name: Mrs. 7 — s 
Name, Charing- croſs, and the Sign of the Elephant, 
which gave Remembrance ſuch a Bang, I have 
made a Collection of Pen, Ink, and Paper, with 
a Deſign to be as good as my Word, and write to 
you. So the Queſtion how I ſhall write; and the 
Queſtion whether I ſhall write or not, are indeed 
become no Queſtions at all ; but the Queſtion 
what I ſhall write, is a great Queſtion till, The 
Houſe of Office may perhaps help me. Tou ll 
excuſe me for a Moment, | 55 
1 am return'd, and by Providence's Help, have 
done your Buſineſs as well as my own. I have 
found ſix Leaves of a Dutch Sermon; the Title 
Page I have made uſe of, the reſt I ſend you in- 
1 9 Sq clos'd, 
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clos'd. I don't underſtand much of the Language; 
but I think it gives you an Account how many 
Ton of Saints the Pagans ſhipp'd off for the 
piritual India, when the Chriſtians lived in 


Halland: He fays the Manufacture now is quite 


deftroy'd, and the Frade is not worth a T'——. 


| Now you muſt know, Parſons in this Country 
tell Truth in their Sermons ;. fo, as to a Lover of 


Truth and Sermons both, I ſend you this. The 


Poſtage won't coſt you above half a Piece; a 


dog Penny-worth, I think. 158 . 
All I have to fay is, that this is a ſcoundre 


Fown. The Dutch Women, here are greaſy and 


fat, the Engliſb ſaucy and ugly. Here's a great 
deal of Snow, and very 4:77, 0 curſed Meat, 
and worſe Company: that for our Diverſions. 
As for Buſineſs: my Lord / is aſleep by 
the Fire-ſide; Mr. ee is pieking his Noſe. 
the P. ſs is quilting a Petticoat; her Maids 


are all at their Prayers; 7 is expounding 


the Revelations; B. is writing of Libels; 


ZEngliſþ Ambaſſador is a Fool. Zoons, Sir, I 
have got the Cramp; OG! how many damn'd 
Tricks has Nature to. plague Mankind—— I 
cant write a Word more. You'll ſend: me an 


| Anſwer to this, won't you? Do, prithee do; 
and don't be long about it no. | 
If you direct your. Letter to me at Youfro1 
_ Zouterkin's. in Cuts/treet, tis ſix to four but my 
Hand and my A will have it in Heir Turns. 


i 


LE T. 


2 


f LETTERS. yr 
LETTER Lx. 


Duke of Buckingham to the Duke of Shrewſ- 
bury; giving @ Deſcription of Bucking- 
5 ham-Houſe;- - 3 


7 OV accuſe me of Singularity, in reſigning the 
Privy-Seal, with a good Penſion added to it, 
and yet afterwards, of ſtaying in Town, at a 
Seaſon when every body elſe leaves it, which you 
ſay is at once both deſpiſing Court and Country; 
you defire me, therefore, to defend myſelf, if I 
can, by deſcribing very particularly in what 
Manner I ſpend ſo many Hours, that appear ſo 
Jong to you who know nothing of the Matter,. 
and yet methinks are but too fhort for me. | 
No Part of this Taſk which you propoſe is 
uneaſy, except the Neceſſity of uſing the ſingular 
Number fo oſten. That one Letter (I) is a maſt 
dangerous Monefyllable, and gives an Air of Va- 
nity to the modeſſteft Diſcourſe whatſoever, But 
you will remember, that I write this only by 
way of Apology ; and that, under Accuſation, it 
is allowable to plead any thing for Defence, 
3 a little tending to one's own Commen- 
ation. | - | 
To begin then, without more Preamble: I 
riſe now in Summer about ſeven o'Clock, from a 
very large Bed-chamver 3 quiet, high, 
, and free from the early Sun) to walk in the 
Garden; or, if rainy, in a Saloon, filled with. 
Pictures, fome good, but none diſagreeable. 
| There alſo, in a Row above them, I have fo 
many Portraits of „ Perſons in ſeveral kinds, 
hs as 
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as are enough to excite Ambition in any Man 
leſs lazy, or leſs at eaſe than myſelf. 5 
Inſtead of a little dozing Cloſet (according to 
the unwholſome Cuſtom of moſt People) I chuſe 
this ſpacious Room for all my ſmall Affairs, 
reading Books, or writing Letters, where I am 
never in the leaſt tired, by the Help of ftretching 
.my Legs ſometimes in ſo long a Room, or of 
looking into the pleaſanteft Park in the World, 
juſt underneath it. 5 
Viſits, after a certain Hour, are not to be 
avoided; ſome of which I own a little fatiguing 
(though, Thanks to the Town's Lazineſs, they 
come pretty late) if the Garden was not ſo near 
as to give a ſeaſonable Refreſnment between thoſe 
ceremonious Interruptions. And I am more 
ſorry than my Coachman himſelf, if I am forced 1 
to ga abroad any Part of the Morning : for 
though my Garden is ſuch as, by not pretending 
to Rarities and Curioſities, has nothing in it to | 
inveigle one's Thoughts; yet, by the Advantage . 
of Situation and Proſpect, it is able to ſuggeſt the = 
- nobleſt that can be, in preſenting at once to View . 
' vaſt Town, a Palace, and a magnificent Ca- 
thedral. I confeſs the laſt, with all its Splendor, 
has leſs Share in exciting my Devotion than the 
- moſt common Shrub in my Garden. For though 
I am apt to be ſincerely devout in any fort of re- 
ligious Aſſemblies, from the very beſt (that of our 
on Church) even to thoſe of Zurks, Fews, and 
Indians; yet the Works of Nature appear to me 
the better ſort of Sermons; every Flower con- 
tains in it more edifying Rhetoric, to fill us with 
. Admiration of its omnipotent Creator. | 
After I have dined (either agreeably with 
Friends, or, at worſt, with better Company than 
; | | your 
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your Country Negabours) I drive away to 4 4 
Place of Air, and Exerciſe, which ſome Con- N 


ſtitutions are in abſolute need of, and Diverſion 
of the Mind, being a Compoſition for Health 
above all the Skill of Hippocrates, _ | 
' The ſmall Diſtance of this Place from London 
is juſt enough ſor recovering my Wearineſs, and 
recruiting my Spirits, ſo as to make me fitter 
than before I ſet out for either Buſineſs or Plea- 
ſure. At the mentioning the laſt of theſe, me- 
thinks I fee you ſmile; but I confeſs myſelf fo 
changed (which you malicioully will call decayed) 
as to my former enchanting Delights, that the 
Company I commonly find at home is agreeable 
enough to make me conclude the Evening on a 
delightful Terrace, or in a Place free from late 
Viſits, except of familiar Acquaintance. | 
By this you will ſee, that moſt of my Time is 
_conjugally ſpent at home, and conſequently you 
will blame my Lazineſs more than ever, for not 
employing it in a way which your Partiality is 
wont to think me capable of, therefore I am 
-obliged to go on with this trifling Deſcription, - 
as ſome Excuſe for my Idleneſs ; but how ſuch a 
Deſcription of itſelf is excuſable, is what I ſhould 
be very much in Pain about, if I thought any 
body could ſee it beſides yourſelf, who are too 
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| 8 a Judge in all things, to miſtake a Friend's 
-ompliance in a private Letter for the leaſt Touch 
of Vanity. V 
The Avenues to this Houſe are along through 
St. James's Park, through Rows of goodly Elms 
on one Hand, and gay flouriſhing Limes on the 
other ; that for Coaches, this for walking, with 
the Mall lying between them; this reaches to 
my Iron Palliſade, that encompaſſes a ſquare Court, 
/ * 7 which 
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which has in the midſt a great Baſon, with 
Statues and Water-works ; and from its Entrance 
rifes all the way imperceptibly, till we mount to 
-a Terrace, in the Front of a large Hall, paved 
with ſquare, white Stone, mixed with a dark- 
coloured Marble; the Walls of it covered with a 
Set of Pictures, done in the School of Raphael. 
Out of this, on the Right-hand, we go into a 
_ Parlour, thirty-three Feet by thirty-nine, with a 
Nitch. fifteen Feet broad for a Buffet, paved with 
white Marble, and placed within an Arch, with 
Pilaſters of divers Colours ; the upper Part of 
Which, as high as the Ceiling, is painted by 
—_— - 5 5 = 
Frem hence we paſs through a Suit of large 
Rooms into a Bed-chamber of thirty-four Feet by 
twenty-ſeven ; within it a large Cloſet, that opens 
RE oO. Ä 
On the Left-hand are three Stone Arches, fup- 
ported by Corinthian Pillars, under one of which 
are eight and forty Steps, ten Feet broad, each 
Step of one intire Portland Stone. Theſe Stairs, 
by the help of two Reſting- places, are ſo very 
 ealy, there is no need of leading on the Iron 
Balluſter. The Walls are painted with the Story 
of Dido, whom, though the Poet was obliged 
to diſpatch away mournfully, in order to make 
room for Lavinia, the better-natured Painter has 
brought no farther than 'to that fatal Cave, 
Where the Lovers appear juſt entering, and 
languiſhing with Defire. 5; 2 
The Roof of this Stair-caſe, which is * "hy 
Foot from the Ground, is of forty Feet by thirty- 
ſix, filled with the Figures of Gods and God- 
defles; in which is Juno condeſcending to beg 
 Aﬀiftance from Venus to bring about a * 
1248 EO whic 
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which the Fates intended ſhould be the Ruin of 
her own darling Queen and People; by which: _ 
that ſublime Poet wiſely intimates, that we ſhould 
never be over-eager for any thing either in our 
Purſuits, or in our — left. What we endea- 


vour to aſk too violently for our Intereſt, ſhould « 


be Aer rh dy ovidenee, ay in order to our 
Run. 

The Baſs-reliefsy and little Squares ow ate 
all Epiſodical-Paintings of the ſame Story; and 
the Lovk eneſs of the whole has admitted of a fure 
Remedy againſt any. Decay of the Colours from 
Salt-Petre in the Wall, by making another of: 
Oak. Laths four Inches within it, and ſo primed 

over like a Picture. ; 
From a wide Landing. place on the Staire- head, 
2 great double Door opens i 


Feet higher, goetwithitanding which, it would: 
appear too low,. if the bigger Saloon nad not 
been divided from it. The firſt Room on chis 
Floor has wichin it a Cloſet of original Paintings, 
which yet are not ſo gntertaining as che delightful 
Hroſpect from the Windows. Our of the fecond: 
Room, a ait of great Doo give Entrance into 
the Saloon, . which is thi Feet high; thirty- 

ſix broad, and fort Ave long. In the midſt of © 
its Roof, a round Picture of 


in Concert te Apollo, lying along on- a. Cloud 
hear them. Ti ud f e. Room is aderned 
with Paintings relating to Arts and Sciences; 
and underneath, divers original Pictures hang, all 


in good Lights, by the A e an n of: 


Windows, . which drown the 10 
E. 5 Muck 


6 


| into an Apartment of. 
the ſame Dimenſions with that below,, only three: 


{chz, <iphteet- 
Feet in Dinumeter, 1 the Mules Paging 


* 


39 
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Much of this ſeems appertaining to Parade, 
and therefore I am glad to leave it to deſcribe 
the reſt, which is all ſor Convenieney; as firſt, 
à covered Paſſage from the Kitchen without 
Doors, and 1 to the Cellars, and all 
the Offices within. Near this, a large and light- 
ſome Back- ſtairs leads up to ſuch an Entry above, 
as ſecures our private Bed-chambers both from 
Noiſe and Cold. Here we have neceſſary 
Dreſſing- rooms, Servants Rooms, and Cloſets, 
from which are the preaſanteſt Views of all the 
Houſe, with a little Door for Communication 
between this private Apartment and the great 
Theſe Stairs, and thoſe of the ſame kind at the 
other End of the Houſe, carry us up to the higheſt 
Story, fitted for the Women and Children, with 
Floors ſo contrived, as to prevent all Noiſe over 
my Wife's Head, during the Myſteries of Lucina. 
In mentioning the Court at fit, I forgot the 


two 1 in it, built on Stone Arches, which 


2 Jouſe Corridors, ſupported on Ionic Pil- 
lars. In one of theſe Wings is a large Kitchen, 
thirty Feet high, with an open Cupola on the 
Top; near it a Larder, Brewhouſe, and Landry, 
with Rooms over them for Servants. The upper 
ſort of Servants are lodged in the other Wing, 
which has alſo. two Wardrobes, and a Store- 
room for Fruit. On the top of all, a leaden 
Ciſtern, holding fifty Tuns of Water, driven up 
by an Engine Bam the Thames, ſupplies all the 
Water-works in the Courts and Gardens, which 
lie quite round the Houſe; through one of which, 
'3 Graſs Walk conducts to the Stables, built 
ound a Court, with ſix Coach-houſes, and forty 


8 
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I will add but one thing more before I carry 
you into the Garden, and that is about walking 
too ; but 'tis on the Top of all the Houſe, which 
being covered with ſmooth milFd Lead, and de- 
fended, by a Parapet of Balluſters, from all Ap- 
prehenſion, as well as Danger, entertains the 
Eye with a far diſtant Proſpect of Hills and Dales, 
and a near one of Parks and Gardens. | 
Too theſe Gardens we go down from the Houſe 
by ſeven Steps into a Gravel Walk, that reaches 
acroſs the whole Garden, with a covered Ar- 
bour at each End of it. Another of thirty Feet 
broad, leads from the Front of the Houſe, and 
lies between two Groves of tall Lime-trees, 
planted 'in ſeveral equal Ranks, upon a Carpet 
of Graſs; the Outſides of theſe Groves are bor- 
dered with "Tubs of Bays and. Orange-trees. 

At the End of this broad Walk you go up to a 
Terrace, four hundred. Paces long, with a large 
Semicircle in the Middle, from whence is beheld 
the Queen's two Parks, and a great Part of Surty; 
then going down a few Steps, you walk on the 
Bank of a Canal ſix hundred Yards long and 
ſeventeen broad, with two Rows of. Limes on 
each ſide of it. od 3 

On one Side of this Terrace, a Wall covered 
with Roſes and Jeſſamines, is made low, to ad- 
mit the View of a Meadow full of Cattle juſt 
under it (no diſagreeable Object in the midſt of 
a great City) and at each End, a Deſcent in 
Parterres, with Fountains and Water-works. 

From the biggeſt of theſe Parterres, we paſs. 
into a little ſquare Garden that has a Fountain 
in the Middle, and two Green-houſes on the 
Sides, with a convenient Bathing Apartment in 
one of them, and near another Part of it, lies a 
N e PFlower- 


fein Corrrcrien 

Flower-garden. Below all this, a Kitchen- 
garden, full of the beft Sorts of Fruits, has 
everal Walks in it, fit for the coldeſt Weather. 
Thus T have done with a tedious Deſcription, 
only one Thing I forgot, though of more Satiſ- 
Action to me, than all the reſt, which I fancy 
you gueſs already; and it is a little Cloſet of 
Books at the End of that Green-houſe, which 
Joins the beſt Apartment; which, beſides their 
being ſo very near, are ranked in ſuch a Method, 
that by its Mark a very 1r:fþ Footman may fetch 
w .- - 

Under the Windows of this Cloſet, and Green- 
Houſe, is a little Wilderneſs of Black-birds and 
Nipthtingals. The Trees though planted by my- 
M, require lopping already, to prevent their 
2 the View of that fine Canal in the 

ark. 5 | | = 

Aſter all this (to a Friend T wilt expoſe my 
Wezkneſs as an Inſtance of the Mind's Un- 


etnefs under the moſt pleaſing Enjoyments) 
Tam oftner miffing a pretty Gallery in the old 
Houſe T pulled down, than pleaſed with a Saloon 
Which T'built in its ſtead though a thouſand Times 
better in all manner of Reſpe&s. 5 
And now (Pour faire bonne bouche, with a. grave 
KNeflection) it were well for us, if this Incapacity 
of being intirely contented, was as ſure a Proof 
of our being reſerved. for Happineſs in another 
World, as it is of our Frailty and Imperſection 
in this; I confeſs the Divines tell us ſo, but 
Mough I believe a future State more firmly than. 
a"great many of them appear to do, by their 
mordinate Deſires of the geod: Things in this; 


o 


= I own Try Faith is founded, not. on the fal- 
cious Arguments of Preachers, but on that 


. 


adoras 
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adorable Conjunction of unbounded Power and 
Goodneſs, which certainly muſt ſome way re- 
compence hereafter, ſo many 'Thouſands of in- 
nocent Wretches created to be ſo miſerable 
here. 1 | 


LETTER LXV. 
To the Duke of Buckingham. 


PE IN was one of thoſe few Authors, who 
had a warm Houſe over 1 eb » two 
his Epiſtles. I 


venal lived, we cannot affirm ; but in one of his 
Satires he complains of the exceſſiue Price of 
Lodgings; neither do I think, he would have 
talked fo feelingly of the Shortneſs of *Codrus's- 


Bed, if there had. been room for a Bedſellow in 


he would have been glad to haue changed both 
his Honſes,. for your Grace's one ; which is a 
Country- houſe in the Summer, and a Fown-- 


it. I believe with all the Oſtentation of Pliny, 


houſe in the Winter; and muſt. be. owned 2s 
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The great Hall within, is hig | 
flanked on one Side with a very long Table, a 


true Image of ancient Hoſpitality ; the Walls _ 


5 N 
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be the propereſt Habitation for a wiſe Man, who 
ſees all the World change every Seaſon, without 


ever changing himſelf. I have been reading a 
Deſcription of Pliny's. Houſe, with an Eye to 


yours, but finding they will bear no Compariſon, 


will try if it can be matched by the large Country- 


| ſeat I inhabit at preſent; and ſee what Figure it 


may make by the Help of a florid Deſcription. 
You mult expect nothing regular in my De- 

ſcription, any more than, in the Houſe ; the whole 

vaſt Edifice is ſa disjointed, and the ſeveral Parts 


of it ſo detached one from the other, and yet ſo 
joining again, one cannot tell how, that in one 


of my poetical Fits, I imagined it had been a 


Village in Amphion's Time, where the Cottages 


having taking a Country Dance together, had 


been all out, and ſtood Stone-ftill with Amaze- 
ment ever ſince, = N | 


"You muſt excuſe me, if I ſay nothing of the 


Front, indeed I do not know which it is? A 
Stranger would be egrievouſly diſappointed who 
endeavoured to get into this Houſe the right Way. 
One would reaſonably expect after the Entry 
through the Porch, to be let into the Hall; alas 
nothing leſs ! you find yourſelf in the Houſe- of- 
office. From the Parlour, you think to ſtep into 
the Drawing-room, but upon opening the Iron- 
nailed-door, you are convinced by a Flight of 


Birds about your Ears, and a Cloud of Duſt in 
your Eyes, that it is the Pidgeon-houſe. If you 


come into the Chapel, you find its Altars like 


thoſe of the Ancients, continually ſmoaking, but 
it is with the Steams of the ng Kitchen. 
and ſpacious, 
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all over ornamented with monſtrous Herns of 


Animals, about twenty broken Pikes, ten or a 
dozen Blunderbuſſes, and a ruſty Match-lock- 

muſket or two, which, we were informed had 
ſerved in the civil Wars. Here is a vaſt arched 
Window, beautifully darkened with divers Eſcut- 
cheons of painted Glaſs, one ſhining Pane in par- 
. ticular, bears date 1286, which alone preſerves 
the Memory of a Knight, whoſe iron Armour is. 
long ſince periſhed with Ruſt, and whoſe alabaſter 
Noſe is mouldered from his Monument. The 
Face of Dame Eleanor in another Piece, owes 
more to that ſingle Pane, than to all the Glaſſes 
ſhe ever [conſulted in hex Life. After this, who 


can ſay, that Glaſs is frail, when it is not half 


ſo frail as human Beauty, or Glory | And yet, I 
cannot but ſigh to think, that the moſt authentic 
Record of ſo ancient a Family, ſhould lie at the 
Mercy of every body that flings a Stone. In 


former Days there have dined in this Hall gar- 


. tered Knights, and courtly Dames, attended by 


_ . Uſhers, . Sewers. and Seneſchals; and yet it was 


but laſt Night that an Owl flew hither and took 
it for a Barn. This Hall lets you up and down 
over a.very high Threſhold into 'the great Par- 
lour. Its Contents are a broken-belly'd Virginal, 
2 couple of cripled velvet Chairs, with two or 


three mildew'd Pictures of mouldy Anceſtors, who 


look as diſmally, as if they came freſh from Hell 
with all ee a e about them. Theſe are 
carefully ſet at the other Corner; for the Win- 
dows being every where broken, make it ſo con- 
venient a Place to dry Poppies and Muſtard Seed, 
that the Room is appropriated to that Uſe. 'Next 
this Parlour, as I ſaid before, lies the Pidgeon- 
houſe, by the Side of which runs an Entry, which 
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88 2 ſel Col ure rex 
lets you on one Hand of other, into 2 Bed- 
chamber, a Buttery, and à ſmall Hole called the 
Chaplain's Study; then follow à Brewhbuſe, a 
= little green and gilt Parlour, and the great Stairs, 
W - under which is the Dairy, a little farther en the 
4 Right-hand the Servants Hall, and by che Side of 
1 Je U up fix Steps, the old Lady's. Cloſpt for her pri- 
3 vate Devotions, Which has a Lettice into the 
Hall, that at the fame Time ſhe prayed, ſhe 
might have an Eye on che Men and Maids. 
There are upon the Ground-fleor in all, 33 
fix Apartments, among which I 5 
2 Chamber which has in it a large ae 
Timber, that ſeems to have been either 4 
Read, ora © er-preſs.. The Kitchen is built in 
form of the vtwrda, being one viſt Vault te the 
Top of the Roof, where 'fatne Aperture ſerves. 
i ee Amas; and let in the Eight. But: 
dy thie Blackneſs of the Wallls;. the eircular Fin, 
vaſt Cauldrons, yawning Mouths of Ovens and 
Furnaces, you woul# thinle it: oither the For e 
of Pies, the Cave of Ps Or che Temple 
'of Moloch. The Horror of this Place, has made 
ach an Impreſen on the Country People, that: 
2 believe the Witches keep their Sabbath hefe, 
chat ouce a. Year the Devil treats them with. 
-mfernal; Veniſon, à roaſted "Typer ſtuffed with. 
Ten- penny Nails. Above Stairs we have 2: 
Narber of Rooms, you never * out of one 
into andther, but by the Aﬀeent- or Neſeent of 
two or three Stairs. Our beſt Room is very long 
and low; of the exact Proportion of a Band- box: 
in moſt of theſe, "there are Hangings-of thefineſt 
Work in the World, that is to ſay, which Hruchne 
pins from her own Bowels: were it not fer this 
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* Furniture, Who "whole. would be a miſerable: 


Scene: 
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Scene of naked Walls, flawed Cielings, broken 
Windows, and ruſty Locks. The Roof is fo 
decayed, that after a favourable Shower of Rain, 
we may expect a Crop of Muſhrooms between the 
Chinks of our Floors ; all the Doors are as little 
and low as thoſe to the Cabbins of Packet- boats. 
Theſe Rooms for many Vears have had no other 
Inhabitants than certain Rats, whoſe very Age 
renders them worthy of this Seat; for the very 
Rats of this venerable Houſe are grey: ſince theſe 
have not quitted it, we hope at leaſt, that this 
ancient Manſion may not fall during the ſmall 
Remnant the poor Animals have to live, who are 
now too infirm to remove to another. There is 
yet a ſmall Subſiſtence left them, in the few re- 
maining Books of the Library. We had never 
feen half what T have deſcribed, but for a ſtarched, 
grey-headed Steward, who is as much an Anti- 

uity as any in this Place, and looks like an old 
Farm -picture walked out of its Frame; he en- 
tertained us as we paſſed from Room to Room, 
with feveral Relations of the Family, but his Ob- 
ſervations were particularly curious when we came 


. 


to the Cellars. He informed us where ftood the 


triple Rows of Butts of Sack, and where were 
ranged the Bottles of Tent for Toaſts in a 
Morning; he pointed to the Stands that fup- 
ported the Iron hoop'd Hogſheads of Strong: beer; 
then ſtepping to a Corner, he fugged out the 
tattered Fragments of an unframed Picture: 
This, ſays * with Tears in his Eyes, was 
poor Sir Thomas / once Maſter of all this Drink 


he had two Sons, poor young Maſters ! who 


never arrived to the Age of his Beer ; they both 
fell ill in this very Room, and never went out on 
their own Legs; he could not paſs. by a Heap of 

| | broken 
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90 A ſelect CoLLtcTION 
broken Bottles without taking up a Piece to ſhew 
us the Arms of the Family upon it. He then 
led us up the Tower by dark winding Stone- 
Steps, which landed us into ſeverablittle Rooms 
[ one above another. One of theſe was nailed up, 
; and our Guide whiſpered to us, as a Secret, the 
. Occaſion of it. It ſeems the Courſe of this 
noble Blood was a little interrupted about two 
. Centuries ago, by a Freak of the Lady Frances, 
who was here taken in the Fact with-a neighbour- 
ing Prior; ever ſince the Room has been nailed 
up, and branded with the Name of the Adultery- 
chamber. The Ghoſt of Lady Frances, is ſup- 
poſed to walk there, and ſome prying Maids of 
_the Family report, that they have ſeen a Lady in 
.a_Fardingale through the Key-hole, but this 
l Matter is huſht up, and the Servants are forbid | 
to talk of it. I muſt needs have tired you by | 
this long Deſcription ; but what engaged me in 
it, was à generous Prineiple to preſerve the Me- 
mory of that which itſelf, muſt ſoon fall into dirt; 
nay, perhaps, part of it before this reaches your 
Hands. Indeed we owe this old Houſe the ſame kind 
of Gratitude that we do to an old Friend, who har- 
bours us in his declining Condition, . nay even in 
his laſt Extremities. How fit is this Retreat for 
_ uninterrupted Study, where no one that paſſes by, 
can dream there is an Inhabitant, and even thoſe : 
who would dine with us, dare not ſtay under 
. our Roof! Any one who ſees it, will own I could 
not have choſen a more likely Place to converſe 
with the Dead. I had been to blame indeed, if 
I had left your Grace for any one but Homer. 
But when I return to the Living, I ſhall have the 
denſe to endeavour to converſe with ſome of 5 
. 3 e 


” 


* 
* 


* 8 o « 
D_— audi tw. Sm ah. „ 


— 


re ach a om toad 


* 


* 


1 


I. E TT ERS. 
beſt of them, and ſhall therefore as ſoon as 
poſſible, tell you in Perſon how much I am, 
| * am, &C. | 


5 a 
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Queen Mary to the Princeſs Anne. 
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p4AVING ſomething to ſay to you, which 
I know will not be very pleaſing, I chuſe 
rather to write it firſt, - being unwilling to ſur- 
prize you; though, I think, what I am going to 
tell you, ſhould not, if you give yourſelf the 
Time to think, that never any body was ſuffered 
to live at Court in my Lord Mariborough's Circum- 
ſtances. I need not repeat the Cauſe he has giv- 
en the King to do what he has done, nor his 
Unwillingnels at all times to come to ſuch Extre- 
mities, though People do deſerve it. 


I hope, you do me the Juſtice to believe, it is 
as much againſt my Will, that I now tell you, 

that, after this, it is very unfit Lady Marlborough) 
ſhould ſtay with 1 that gives her Huf- 

band ſo juſt a Pretence of being where be ought 

A 13 LES. X | 

I think, I might have expected you ſhould 

have ſpoke to me of it. And the King and I, 

both believing it, made us ftay thus long. But 

ſeeing you was ſo far from it, that you brought 

Lady Marlborough hither laſt Night; makes us 

reſolve to put it off no longer, but tell you, . ſhe 

muſt not ſtay ; and that I have all the Reaſon 

imaginable to look upon your. bringing her, as 

the ſtrangeſt Thing that was ever done. Nor 

could all my Kindnels for you (which is ever rea- 

dy to turn all you do-the beſt way, at any other 

n Gn 
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time) have hindred me ſhewing you that Mo. 


ment, but I confidered your Condition, and that 


made me maſter myſelf ſo far as not to take no- 
tice of it then. RR 

But now I muſt tell you, it was very unkind: 
in a Siſter, would have been very uncivil in an 
Equal, and I need not ſay I have more to claim. 
Which, though my Kindneſs would make me 
never exact, yet when J fee the Uſe you would 
make of it, I muſt tell you, I know what is 
due to me, and expect to have it from you. 


Tis upon that Account, I tell you-plainly, Lady. 
Marlborough muſt not continue with you in the 


Circumſtances her Lord is. * 
I know this will be uneafy to you, and I am 
ſorry for it; and-it is very much ſo to me to ſay 


all this to you, for I have all the real. Kindnels 


imaginable for yon and as I ever have, fo will 
always do my Part to live with you as Siſters. 


ought. That is, not only Like ſo near Relations, 
but like Friends. And, as ſuch, I did think to 
write to you. For T would have made myſelf 
believe your Kindneſs for her made you at firſt 
forget that you fhould have for the King and: 


Me; and reſolved to put you in mind'of it my- 
felf, neither of us being willing to come to 


-harfter Ways. 


But the Sight of Lady Marlborough having 
changed my Thoughts, does naturally alter my 


Stile. And fince by that I fee how little you 
ſeem to confider what even in common Civility 


you owe us, I have told it you plainly ; but 
withal aſſure you, that let me have never ſo 
much Reaſon to take any thing ill of you, my 
Kindneſs is ſo great, that I can paſs over moſt 


Things, and live with yay, as becomes me. 


And 


- 5a h 250, 5 mn *» 
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And I deſire to do ſo merely from that Motive. 


For I de love, you, as my Siſter, and nothing 


but yourſelf can make me do otherwiſe. And 


that is the Reaſon 1 chuſe to write this, rather 


than tell it you, that you may overcome your 


firſt Thoughts; and when, you have well conſi- 
dered, you will find, that though the Thing be 
hard, (which I again aſſure you. I am ſorry for) 
yet it is not unreaſonable, but what has 
ever been practiſed, and what you yourſelf would 


do, were you in my Place. 


I will end this with once more deſiring. you to 


conſider the Matter impartially, and take time 
for it. I do not deſire an Naser preſently, 
becauſe I would not have you give a raſh one, 
I ſhall come to your Drawing- room To-mor- 
row before you play, becauſe you know why I 
cannot make one: at ſome. other time we ſhall 
reaſon. the Buſineſs calmly ; which I will will- 
ingly do, or any ny elſe. that may ſhew, 
it ſhall never be my Fault if we do not live 
kindly. together: nor will I ever be other by 
Choice, 5 


Nur truly loving and affefionate Sifter. 


S_—_ 5 M. R. 


Feb. 5. 

P 
Princeſs. Anne to Nuten Mary. 

Y OUR Majeſty was in the right to think 

*. your Letter would be very ſurpriſing to me. 

For you muſt needs be ſenſible enough of the 
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Kindneſs I have for my Lady Marlborough, te. 


know, that a Command from you to part with 
her muſt be the greateſt Mortification in the 


World to me; and indeed of ſuch a Nature, as 


I might well have hoped your Kindneſs to me 
would have always prevented. I am' ſatisfied ſhe 
cannot have been guilty of any Fault to you, 


And it would be extremely to her Advantage, 
if I could here repeat every Word that ever ſhe 

had ſaid to me of you in her whole Life. I con- 
feſs, it is no ſmall Addition to my Trouble to 

find the want of your Majeſty's kindneſs to me 
upon this Occaſion ; ſince J am ſure J have always 
endeavoured to deſerve it by all the Actions of 


my Life. 


Four Care of my preſent Condition is extreme- 


ly obliging. And if you would be pleaſed to 


add to it fo far, as upon my Account to recal 
your ſevere Command (as I muſt beg leave to call 


it in a Matter ſo tender to me, and ſo little rea- 
ſonable, as I think, to be impoſed upon me, that 
you would ſcarce require it from the meaneſt of 


yout Subjects) I ſhould ever acknowledge it as 
a vey agreeable-Mark of -your Kindneſs to me. 


And I maſt as freely own, that as I think this 
Proceeding can be for no other Intent than to 
give me a very ſenſible Mortification, fo there is 
no- Miſery that-I cannot readily reſolve to ſuffer, 


rather than the; Thoughts of parting with her. 


If after all this that I have ſaid, I muftMNill find 
myſelf ſo unhappy as to be farther preſſed in 


this Matter, yet your Majeſty may be aſſur'd 


that, as my. paſt Actions have given the greateſt 
Teſtimony of my Reſpect both for the King and 
You, ſo it all always be my Endeavour, 
en eee eie 39 25007 nt Herve 
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wherever I am, to preſerve it carefully for the 
Time to come, as becomes SS) | 


* : : | | 19 | l | 
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From the Cockpit De Meclionate Si/ter, 
Feb: 6th, 1692. and Servant, N 1 
„ AN N E. n 
L. E TT ER LXVIII. | 
; To the SAME. : 1 e 
I Have now, God be thank'd, recover'd my 1:18 
Strength well enough to go Abroad. And 3 ! 1 / U 
though my Duty and Inelination would both led Wt} 


me to wait upon your Majeſty, as foon as I am 
able to do it, yet I have of late had the Miſ- 
fortune of being ſo much under your Majeſty's 
Diſpleaſure, as to apprehend, there may be hard 
Conſtructions made upon any thing J either 
do, or not do, with the moſt reſpectful Inten- 
tions. And I am in doubt whether the ſame Ar- 
guments, that have prevailed with your Majeſty 
to forbid People from ſhewing their uſual Reſ- 
pects to me, may not be carried ſo much farther, 
as not to permit me to pay my Duty to you. 
That, I acknowledge, would be a * Increaſe 


a > 


» - 
— — 2x — — 


of Affliction to me; and nothing but your Ma- . I. 1 
jeſty's own Command ſhall ever willingly make 14 
me ſubmit. to it. For, whatever Reaſon I may a bi 
think in my own Mind I have to complain of LY 
being hardly uſed, yet I will ftrive to hide it, as gd 11 
much as poſſible. And though I will not pretend Wii ſh 
to live at the Cockpit, unleſs you would be ſo | 
kind as make it eaſy to me, yet * am, e 
| 1 will 


' 


— 
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Iwill endeavour always to give the conſtant Marks 
of Duty and Reſpects, which I have in my Heart 
for your Majeſty, as becomes 85 


Wour Majeſty's 5 
Sion, . very affeftionate Sifter, 
—_ 0 „„ Sovan, 
20s 1 es ANNE, 
 L'B T TER LDA. 
Queen Mary to the Princeſs Anne. 
1 Have received yours by the Biſhop of Worcęſter, 


and have very little to ſay to it; ſince you can- 
not but know, that as I never uſed Compliments, 


ſo now they will not ſerve. e 
TLiis none of my Fault, we live at this Diſ- 
tance, and I have endeavoured to ſhew my 


Willingneſs to do otherwiſe. And I will do no 


more. Don't give yourſelf any unneceſfary Trou- 
105 for be aſſured it is not Words can make 
us live together as we ought. You know what 
LT required of you. And f 
doubted it before, that I cannot change my 
Mind, but expect to be complied with, or you 
muſt not wonder if I doubt of your Kindnefs. 
You can give me no other Marks, that will 
ſatisfy me. Nor can I put any other Conftruc- 
tion upon your Actions than what all the World 
muſt do, that ſees them. Theſe things don't 
kinder me being very glad to hear you are ſo well, 
and wiſhing you may continue ſo; and that you 
may yet, while tis in Power, oblige me to be 
5 Vu affedlionate Siſter. 
5 MARIE R. 
LET- 


now tell you, if you 
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Queen Anne to the Duke of Marlborough, 
after the Victory of. Oudenarde. 


I Want Words to expreſs the Joy I have that 


you are well after your glorious Succeſs, for 


which, next to Almighty God, my Thanks are 
due to you. And indeed I can never ſay enough 
for all the great and faithful Services you have 
ever done me. But be fo juſt as to believe, Iam as 
truly ſenſible of them as a grateful Heart can 
be, and ſhall be ready to ſhew it upon all Occa- 
ſions. I hope you cannot doubt of my Eſteem 
and Friendſhip for you ; nor think, becauſe I dif- 
fer with you in ſome things, it is for want of 
either: no, I do aſſure you. If you were here, 


I am ſure you would not think me ſo much in 


the wrong in ſome things, as I fear you do now. 
I am afraid my Letter ſhould come too late to 
London; and therefore dare ſay no more, but 
that I pray God Almighty to continue his Pro- 
tection over you, and ſend you ſafe home again: 
and be aſſured I ſhall ever be ſincerely, &c. 


I K E . 
Duke of Marlborough to Queen Anne. 
Madam, 5 | g 15 


fn Pp 


1 Have the Honour of your Majeſty's: Letter of 


the bth, and am very thankful for all your 


Goodneſs to me; and I am ſure it will always be 
Vo I. II. 


F | my 


confirmed in "that OpMmnidn. And 1 think myſelf 
Fances in this WR Battle, I tink, fhew) che Hand 


| before the Enemy, and to engage them before 
Mark of the Favour of Heaven to you and 


Perſon or Party, but to make uſe of fuch as will 
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my Intention as well as Duty, to be ready to 
venture my Life for your Service. 

As I have T6rmerly told your Majeſty, that I 
am deſirous to ſerve you in the Army, but not 
as x Minifter, I aim every Day more and more 


obli 


ged upon all Accounts on this Occaſion to 
Wenk 


my Mind freely ko you. The Circum- 


of God; for We were obliged; not only to march 
five Leagues that Morning, but to paſs a River 
che whole Army was paſſed; which was a viſible 
Vor Myfeſty hall be convinced from this 
"Time, that 1 Have tis Ambition nor any thing 
to alk for myſelf or Family ; but I will end the 
Few Years which I have'to live, in endeavouring 
to ſerve you, and to give God Almizhty Thanks 
for his iffitiite Goodneſs to me. But as I have 
taken this Refolution to myſelf, give me leave 
to ſay, That'I think you are obliged in Conſci- 
Efice, and as à good Chriſtian, to forgive, and 
to hive no more Reſentments to any particular 


carry on this juſt War with Vigour, which is 
the only way to preſerve our Religion and Li- 
berties, aid the Crown on your Head. Which, 
that you may long enjoy, and be a Blefling to 

our People, ſhall be the conſtant With and 
Fever of him, that is with the greateſt Truth 
and Duty, . 


July 23, 1708, | - Madam, &c. 
EET. 
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LETTER LXXII. 
Duke of Marlborough o Queen Ame. 
Mam 3 
BY what I hear from London, I find your 
Majeſty is pleaſed to think, that when 1 
have reflected, I muſt be of Opinion, that you 
are in the right in Pins Mr. Hill the Earl of 
Eſer's Regiment. I beg your Majeſty will be 
ſo juſt to me, as not to think I can be ſo unrea- 
ſonable, as to be mortified to the Degree that 
J am, if it proceeded only from this one Thing; 
for I ſhall always be ready and glad . 
every thing that is agreeable to you, after I 
have repreſented what may be a Prejudice ta 
Fol Service. But this is only one of a great many 
ortifications, that I have met with. And as 
I may not have many Opportunities of writ- 
ing to you, let me beg of your Majeſty to re- 
flect what your own People, and che reft of the 
World muſt think, who have been Witneſſes of 
the Love, Zeal and Duty, with which I have 
ferved you, When they ſhall ſee that after all 
I have done, it has not been able to protect me 
ee the Malice of a Bed- chamber Woman. 
our Majeſty will allow me on this Occaſion 
to remind you of what I writ to you the laſt 
Campaign, of the certain Knowledge I had of 
Mrs. Maſbam's having aſſured Mr. Harley, that 
I ſhould receive ſuch conſtant Mortifications, as 
mould make it impoſſible for me to continue 
in your Service. God Almighty and the whole 
World are my Witneſſes, with what Care and 
2 Pains 
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Pains I have ſerved you more than twenty Years, 
and I was reſolved if poſſible, to have ſtruggled 
with Difficulties to the End of this War. But 
the many Inſtances I have had of your Ma- 
jeſty's great Change to me, has ſo broke my 
Spirits, that I muſt beg as the greateſt and laſt 
Favour, that you will approve of my retiring, 
ſo that I may employ the little Time I have to 
live, in making my juſt Acknowledgments to 
God, for the Protection he has been pleaſed to 
give me. And your Majeſty may be aſſured 
that my Zeal for you and my Country is ſo great, 
that in my Retirement I ſhall daily pray for 
your Proſperity, and that thoſe who ſhall ſerve 
you as faithfully as I have done, may never 
feel the hard Return that J have met with, 


LETTER LXXII. 
Lord Treaſurer Godolphin 10 Queen Anne. 


1 Have the Honour of your Majeſty's Letter of 
the 13th, by which I have the Grief to find 
that what you are pleaſed to call Spleen in my 
former Letter, was only a true Impulſe and 
Conviction of Mind, that your Majeſty is ſuf- 
fering yourſelf to be guided to your own Ruin 
and Deſtruction as faſt as it is poſſible for them 
to compaſs it, to whom you ſeem ſo much to 
 hearken. 1 8 | 
I am not therefore ſo much ſurpriſed, as con- 
cerned at the Reſolution which your Majeſty 
| ſays you have taken, of bringing in the Duke 
1 | of Shrewſbury. For when People began to be 
in ſenſible it would be difficult to perſuade your 


Majelty 


/ 


EDT FE RS 10 
Majeſty to diſſolve a Parliament, which, for two 
Winters together, had given you above fix Mil- 
lions a Year for the Support of a War upon 
which your Crown depends; even while that 
War is {till ſubſiſting, they have had the Cun- 
ning to contrive this Propoſal to your Majeſty, 
which in its Conſequence will certainly put you 
under a Neceſſity of breaking the Parliament, 
though contrary (I yet believe) to your Mind 
and Intention. FJ. | 
I beg your Majeſty to be perſuaded, I do not 
fay this out of theleaſt Prejudice to the Duke of 
Shrewſbury, There is no Man of whoſe Capa- 
city I have had a better Impreſſion, nor with 
whom I have lived more eafily and freely for 
above twenty Years. - Your Majeſty may pleaſe 
to remember, that at your firſt. coming to the 
Crown, I was defirous he ſhould have had one 
of the chief Poſts in your Service; and it would 
have been happy for your Majeſty and the King- 
dom if he had accepted that Offer: but he 
thought fit to decline it, and the Reaſons ge- 
nerally given at that time for his doing ſo, do 
not much recommend him to your Majeſty's 
Service. But I muſt endeavour to let your Ma- 
jeſty ſee Things as they really are. And to bring 
him into your Service and into your Buſineſs at 


this time, juſt after his being in a public open 


Conjunction in every Vote with the whole Bo- 
oQ of the Tories, and in a private, conſtant 
Correſpondence, and caballing with Mr. Harley 
in every thing; what Conſequnce can this poſ- 
ſibly have, but to make every Man that is now 
in your Cabinet Council, except Os 

| to run from it as they 
would from the Plague ? And I leave it to your 
F'3 Majeſty 
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Majeſty to judge, what Effect this intire Change 


N 
| 
| 
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| of your Miniſters will have among your Allies 


= abroad, and how well this War is like to be 

{ | Carried on, in their Opinion, by thoſe who have 

| all along oppoſed and obſtructed it, and who 

| will like any Peace the better, the more it leaves 
France at liberty, to take their time of impoſ- | 

= ing the Pretender upon this Country. | 

| Theſe Conſiderations muſt certainly make Hol- 
{and run immediately into a ſeparate Peace with 

- France, and make your Majeſty loſe all the Ho- 
nour, and all the Reputation your Arms had ac- 
quired by the War; and make the Kingdom { 
loſe all the Fruits of that vaſt Expence which ) 
they have been at in this War, as well as all t 
the Advantage and Safety which they had fo 6 
much Need of and had ſo fair a Proſpect of 0 


obtaining by it. And can any body imagine j 
that after fo great a Niſappointment of the King- e 
dom, there will not be an Inquiry into the 5 


Cauſes of it; and who have been the Occaſion 

of ſo great a Change in your Majeſty's Meaſures 

and Counſels, which had been ſo long ſuceeſsful, A 
and gotten you ſo great a Name in the World? 

I am very much atraid your Majeſty will find, 

when it is too late, that it will be a pretty dif- 

hcult Taſk for any body to ftand againſt. ſuch 
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| an Inquiry, Iam ſure if I did not think all 7 
| E theſe Conſequences inevitable, I would never 
| give pr ety the Trouble and Uneaſineſs 
# of laying them before you. But, perſuaded as 
f I am that your Majeſty will find them fo, it is 


my indifpenſible Duty to do it out of pure Faith- 1 
fulneſs and Zeal for your Majeſty's Service and 

Honour. Vour Majeſty having taken a Reſo- 
lution of ſo much Conſequencę to all your At- 


fairs 
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fairs both at Home and Abroad, without acquaint- 
ing the Duke of Marlborough or me with it, till 
after you had taken it, is the leaſt Part of my 
Mortification in this whole Affair. Though per- 
haps the World may think the long and faithful 
Services we have conſtantly and zealouſly en- 
deavoured to do your Majeſty, might have de- 
ſerved a little more Conſideration. However, 
for my own Part, I moſt humbly beg leave to 
aſſure your Majeſty, Iwill never give the- leaſt 
Obſtruction to your Meaſures, or to any Mi- 
nifters you ſhall pleaſe to emplay. And I muſt 
beg further, to make two humble Requeſts to 
your 5 the one, that you will allow me 
to paſs the Remainder of Lite always out of Lon- 
din, where J may find moſt Eaſe and Quiet. The 
other, that you would keep this Letter and read 
it again about next Chriſtmas, and then be pleat- 
ed to make your own Judgment, who hath 


— 


given you the beſt and moſt faithful Advice. 
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April 15, 1710. Jam, &c. 


LETTER wiv. 


Duke of Marlborough to Queen Anne on 
his Diſmiſſion. 


I Am very ſenſible of the Honour your Majefty 
does me in diſmifling me from your Service 
by a Letter of your 75 Hand, though I find 
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by it that my Enemies have been able to prevail 
with your Majeſty to do it in the Manner that is 
moſt injurious to me. And if their Malice and 
Inveteracy againſt me had not been more pow- 


erful with them than the Conſideration of your 


Majeſty's Honour and Juſtice, they would not 
have influenced you to impute the Occaſion of 
my Diſmiſſion to a falſe and malicious Inſinua- 
tion contrived by themſelves, and made public, 


when there was no Opportunity for me to give 


in my Anſwer; which, they muſt needs be con- 
ſcious would fully detect the Falſhood and Malice 
of their Aſperſions, and not leave them that 
Handle for bringing your Majeſty to ſuch Extre- 
mities againſt me. ; ; 

But I am much more concerned at an Ex- 
preſſion in your Majeſty's Letter, which ſeems 
to complain of the Treatment you had met with. 
I know not how to underftand that Word, nor 
what Conſtruction to make of it. I know I have 
always endeavoured to ſerve your Majeſty faith- 
fully and zealouſly, through a great many unde- 
ſerved Mortifications. But if your Majeſty does 
intend by that Expreſſion to find fault with my 
not coming to the Cabinet Council, I am very 
free to acknowledge that my Duty to your 
Majeſty and my Country would not give me leave 
to join in the Counſel of a Man, who, in my 
Opinion, puts your Majeſty upon -all manner of 
Extremities. And it is not my Opinion only, 
but the Opinion of all Mankind, that the Friend- 


. ſhip ef France muſ? needs be Deſtructive to your 


Majeſty : there being in thet. Court a Root of 
Enmiy irreconcilable to your _ Majeſtys Govern- 
ment, and the Religion of theſe Kingdoms. I wiſh 
your Majeſty may never find the Want of fo 


faithful 


Li 


, 


„ LET TERS. tog 
faithful a Servant, as I have always endeavoured 

to approve myſelf to you. I am with the great- 
eſt Duty and Submiſſion, f 8 


Madam, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
Obedient Subject, 
_ MARLBOROUGH; 


LETTER IXXV. 
2 Dennis to Walter Moyle FH 


Dear Sin, e =. | 
OU know a grave Fellow aſſures us, that 
upon the Celfation of Oracles, lamentable 

Cries were heard in the Air, proclaiming along 
the Coaſts the Death of the great Pan: and have 
not you, upon this Death of good Senſe, and this 
Ceſſation of Wit, tell me truly, have not you 
T heſe Sounds upon the Corniſh Shore, 
The Sage * Will. Urwine zs no more. 
Gone is the univerſal Lord of Wit! he to whom 
all the Wits paid Homage; for whom his Sub- 
jects ſet a Tax upon Words, and laid exorbitant 
9 4 8 on Thoughts: he's dead; alas, he's 
dead! : 
Dead, I mean, Sir, in a legal Capacity; that 
is, out-law'd and gone into the Friars ; to go into 
which, is once more to out-law himſelf ; he has 


2 4 Coffre-Man in Covent-Garden, a 
FS” dong 


—_ 
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done it, Sir, and ill Fortune has brought him to be 
a Helo de fe that way. For ſince the Law thought 


it but juſt to put Mill out of its Protection, Will 
thought it but prudent to put himſelf out of its 
Power. And ſince the Law could ufe him with 
ſo much Contempt, as to declare to all the World 
that it does nat care for Mill. Urwine ; Will, who 
is extremely ſtout in Adverſity, has declar'd by 
his Actions, that the does not care for the Law. 
Virgil tells us in his fixth Book, that the Souls in 


Hell were buſied about the fame:things in which 
they were employed upon Earth; even ſo does 


Sage Fil uſe the fame Nutmegrgrater, and the 
fame Tea-pot in the Friars, that he handled be- 
fore in Bow-/treet, Thus has he left the Wits 
without any Sorrow, tho he loves them, and 


without taking any Leave of them. For ill 
thinks they cannot be long from him; and he 
ſays, he 705 that in a very little time bis old 


Company ſhould be conſtant at his New Houſe. 
And daft not thou think that they too have rea- 
fon to expect the very ſame Thing ? For as the 
Death of any Man ought to put all his Friends 
in mind, that he went before but to lead them 


the Way; fo Mill's Departure from this miſera- 


ble Lie, this lewd Cowent- garden Life, and his 
kertying from Somer/et-/tairs to the infernal Shore 
of Alſatia, ſhould be a Memento to the reſt of 
the Wits, that he is but gone whither they all 
muſt follow. | | 

To leave off poetical Similes, this Body Poli- 
tie is in a Curſed Condition, and cannot keep long 
together without a Head. The Members are at 
preſent in a grave Debate how to get one. To- 


| Morrow the whole Houſe will reſolve itſelf into a 


orand- 
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erand Committee, to conſult about Ways and 
Means of making Proviſion for the common Ne- 
ceſſities. Some talk of an Exciſe upon May-dew 
and Raſberrybragdy : that there will be a Poll is 
ſtrongly aſſerted, in which every Man is to pay ac- 


cording to his reſpectiye Condition. To-morrow - 


it will be known to how much each Man's DH 
amounts. As for Example: how much a Poet 
is to pay, how much a Wit, how much a Politi- 
cian, and how much a Critic. A Critic. did T ſay ? 
I beg your Pardon: they bays vated Nemine 
 Contradicente, that they will ceſs no Critie till 
Mr. Aayle return. 132 5 | | 


I have given them my Sentiments upon the 


forementioned Poll, whigh were, that it was 
ſomething hard to make a Man. pay for being 
called, Wat, Pogt, or Critic ; that they faw, by 
Experience, lately in the State, that poor Dogs 
grumbled to pay for their Titles. How then 
could they think that People would be contented 

to be taxed for their Nick-names ? That in ſet- 
tling this Tax, they were to take a guite con- 
trary Method, to that which was taken upon 
ſettling a Tax in the State. That in the State, 
ſometimes a Man paid for what he really had = 
as for Example, when a Country Squire paid 
for his Land or his Money; and ſometimes. for 
what he really had not, as when a Cit that is 
twice dubb'd Knight by the King, and Cuckold 
by his Wife, pays for his Honour, and for his 
Children. The firſt of which is but as it were 
his, for it is really the King's; and the ſecond 
of which are but as it were his, for they axe 
really the Courtiers, who helped him to bis Ti- 
tle. Tn the State tao. a Man is made to pay for 
ſomething which he does, or for ſomething 1 
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he does not. As a Jacobite pays ſo much for 
ſwearing when he's drunk, and ſo much for not 


© - ſwearing when he's ſober. But that in our Caſe, 
if we would be exactly juſt, we ſhould make 


People pay neither for what they have, nor for 
what they have not; nor for what they do, nor 
for what they do not; but ſhould oblige them to 
pay only for pretending to have what they really 
have not, or offering to do what they are utterly 
incapable of doing. That thus the Tax would 
certainly fall upon the moſt ſolvent Part of the 
Body. For: how ridiculous - would it be to tax 
a Man for having Poetry and Wit, when they 
are almoſt always Signs that he has not a Far- 
thing to pay? On the other ſide, how abſurd 
would it be to tax him for a bare Want of thoſe 
Qualities? Since when a Man is dull without 
pretending, tis ten to one but he is poor; for 
Riches make Men vain, and Vanity makes them 
affected. But he who is not much at his Eaſe, 
is hardly at leiſure for Affectation; and I have 
often ſeen, that when Vanity has thrown a Fop 
out of Nature, Neceſſity has brought him back 
again: but a rich _ will be ſure to be al- 
ways pretending. ortune takes pleaſure in 
making thoſe vain, whom Nature before made 


impotent, and both of them often conſpire to 
finiſh a Coxcomb. Thus I would have none 


pay but they who put Gravity upon us for Wiſ- 


dom, Viſions for Politics, and Quibbles for Wit; 


and I would have no Man at any Expence for 
being called a Poet, a Wit, or a Critic, unleſs 
it be by himſelf. It would be equally hard to 


lay a Tax upon any one, for his Ill-fortune, or 
for his Ill-nature, ſince they are Things of which 
no Man is Maſter, But what? A Sot cannot 


help 


"6 
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help his Vanity. Agreed; but then it makes 


him ſo much happier than he deſerves to be, 
that he may well be contented to pay for 
Jam your moſt humble Servant, 

| _ Jorun DENNIS. 


LETTER ILXXVI. 
Dennis 20 Wycherley. 


8 | FENG 
W HILE I venture to write theſe Lines to 
vou, I take it to be my Intereſt not to 
conſider you, as I hitherto always have done, 
and as for the future I always ſhall, viz. as Mr. 
Wycherley has the greateſt comic Wit that ever 
England bred, as a Man ſent purpoſely into the 
World to charm the Ears of the wittieſt Men, 
and to raviſh the Hearts of the moſt beautiful 
Women: no, Sir, that in writing to you I may 
aſſume ſome Spirit, I ſhall at preſent only con- 
ſider you as the humble Hermit at Cleve ; hum- 
ble even in the full Poſſeſſion of all thoſe extra- 


- 


ordinary Qualities, the Knowledge of. which has 


made me proud. I muſt confeſs, that I have no 
great Opinion of that which Men-generally call 
Humility. Humility in moſt Men is want of 
Heat; tis Phlegm, tis Impotence, *tis a wretch- 
ed Neceſſity, of which they who lie under it, 
vainly endeavour to make a Virtue. But in a 
Man of Mr. J/ycherley's,.Make, tis Choice, tis 
Force of Mind, tis good, tis a generous Con- 
deſcenſion. And what Force of Mind is there 

| CT” not 
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not requiſite to bend back a Soul by perpetual 


Reflection, which would be always riſing, and 


- eternally aſpiring by Virtus of its in- born Fire; 


et yours, notwithſtanding all its Power, cannot 
wholly depreſs itſelf, nor. deſcend in every Part 


of it. At the time that your Will vouchſafes to 
ſtoop, your Underſtanding ſoars ; your Writings 


are as bold as your Converſation is modeſt 
though thoſe are bold, as this is modeſt with 
FS and he who would do you Juſtice, 
muſt needs confeſs, that you are 2 very ambitious 
Writer, though a very humble Man. Yet your 
very Ambition has obliged Mankind: it has ex- 
alted human Nature, in raiſing your own by 
its moſt noble Efforts; and that without boaſt- 
ing Pre-eminence. And ſurely it muft be for 
this very Reaſon, that we feel a ſecret Pride, 
when we but read the Diſcoverics which you 


| have made. Thus I cannot ſay what you are, 


without Vanity, for never was Man exempt from 
it; but 1 can ſay, that you have made uſe even 
of Vanity to humble you by way of Reflection, 


. ard that you have avoided that dangerous Ef- 
feet of it, Vain-glory, the Rock upon which 


feveral great Wits before you have been ſeen to 
fplit. For you have always wiſely confidered, 
that Vain-glory in the Vulgar may he ſupporta- 
ble, nay, may be diverting ; but that in great 
Men it muſt be intolerable. "That whereas in 
the firſt, tis Want of Diſcernment, tis Folly, 


tis the Extravagance and Blindneſs of Self-love ; 


in the laſt, tis Crime, tis Malice, *tis a ſecret 
and proud Deſign to mortify and inſult over the 
reſt of Men, over whom they have ſo much Ad- 
vantage: that it is for this very Reaſon, that 
we ſo deeply reſent, and ſo ſeverely revenge 2 

= PT n 


i: . 79 
mortal Affronts we receive from it. Great 
Wits were by Heaven predeſtin'd to rule, to rule 
the Minds of others, the nobleſt Empire; but 
when they grow outwardly vain, they grow Ty- 
rants, and then their diſeontented Subjects rebel, 
and then they depoſe thoſe Kings as Uſurpers, 
whom before they obeyed as their lawful Mo- 
narchs, But a moderate, a good, and a gra- 
cious Prince, like you, commands their Hearts, 
as well as their Undedhandings, and under one 
whom they love ſo well, grow as proud as 
they are pleaſed to obey. Our violent Inclina- 
tions make us belong to you, and therefore tis 
the Intereſt eyen of our Pride, that you ſhould 
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long continue in the Place which your extraor- 
dinary Deſert has attain d. Did we nothing but 
eſteem you as much as we do, we ſhould cer- 
tainly envy you, if we did not hate you; for 
bare Eſteem is always forced upon us, whereas 
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Inchnation is much more voluntary: beſides, as 
a judieious Freuchman obſerves, Efteem is fo- 
reign, and comes from abroad, and is therefore 
received with Grumbling ; but Inclination is our 
own, and born in our Breaſts, and is therefore 
carefſed and cheriſhed. I might add, that upon 
this Account it is hard to with well to thoſe 
whom' we very much efteem, if they have not 
likewiſe the Skill to make themſelves be beloved; 
becauſe barely to (eſteem, depreſſes the Spirits, 
as much as to love very much exalts them; it 
brings the Soul to a languid Temper, and gives 
it at once too horrid Views of another's Excel- 
lencies, and of its own Infirmities ; but Aﬀec- 
tian gives it Agitation and Warmth ; and in the 
View of a Friend's Deſert, it takes too much 
Pleaſure and too much Pride to conſider its own 

| ; 5 Defects. 
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112 4A ſelet Correction 
Defects. Tis true, that you are eſteemed at 
this high rate, you owe to your Wit and your 
Penetration; but that you are eſteemed without 
Envy, that you are with Joy and Gladneſs 
eſteemed, you owe to this, that while the Force 
of your Fancy and Judgment makes all the 
World admire you, you remain yourſelf unmoved 
by it ; that while your Excellence fills all Mouths 
but yours, you alone appear to be unacquainted 
with it. hus, while by the Merit of your ex- 
traordinary Qualities, you are known to ſurpaſs 
all others, it plainly appears, that you have be- 
yond all this a Greatneſs: of Soul, from whence 
vou look down on your own Merit: an infallible 
Sign, that the Talents which we admire in you, 
areno Illuſions but real Things, Things that were 
born with you, and have been improved by you, 
and.which you have not acquired : for Men are 
found to be vainer, upon. the Account of thoſe 


- . Qualities which they fondly believe they have, 
than of thoſe which hey Fealy have; and he- 


reditary Greatneſs gives Men leave to be hum- 
ble, whereas Preferment occaſions Pride. None 
but ſuch real Greatneſs as yours, can capacitate 
a Man to be truly humble; for the Soul, which 
by Nature is not ſeated high, can hardly be ſaid 
to deſcend. If I have inſiſted too long on this 
ſhining Subject, a Subject which is ſo conſpicu- 
ous in you; if you look upon this tedious Let- 
ter, as one of thoſe various Proſecutions which 
1 eminent Virtue provokes; I deſire you to 
conſider that I have ſo many Obligations to this 
very Humility, that I looked upon myſelf, 25 
, obliged by Gratitude, to ſay as much as I have 

done. For to that I owe the Happineſs which 
I have frequently received in your Converſation, 


to 
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to that I owe the preſent Satisfaction, which 
your Premiſſion to write to you gives me; and 
to that I am indebted for the Hopes of your 


Anſwers : when I have received them I ſhalt 


then believe what you were pleaſed to tell me 
when I ſaw you laſt, that you are much more. 
humble in the clear Air on your Mountain at 
Cleve, than when you are in a Fog and ſul- 
phurous Smoak in Bow-/treet. But, at the ſame 
time, the Satisfaction of thinking, that Diſtance 
does not make you forget me, will render him 
very proud, who is at preſent, g 


Sir, your very humble Servant, 
JoHN DENNIS. 


LETTER LXXVIL 
 Wycherley 10 Dennis. 


Dear Sir, 3 h | 
* O U have found a Way to make me ſatisfy d 
with my Abſence from London; nay what is 
more with the Diſtance which is now betwixt 
you and me. That, indeed, uſes to leſſen Friend- 
ſhip, but gives me the greater Mark of yours, 
by your kind Letter, which I had miſſed if I had 
been nearer'to you : ſo that I, who receive no 
Rents here, yet muſt own, if I did, IT could not 
receive greater Satisfaction than I had from yours, 
worth even a Letter of Exchange, or Letters 


Patent; for I value your Friendſhip more than 


Money, and am prouder of your Approbation, 
than I ſhould be of Titles: for the having a 
good Opinion of one who knows Mankind 4 

| Well, 


— © * N — 
FEET : 


5 3 - * 
: — — —— 4 —— PT 5 _ n 
c ́ wr we none ns : — — — 8 ——_—— x 
— « 2 - 7, * 9 EY. ER 8 
— — — e - 
— — — . 


n 
33 4 
——— — —————6— —— 2 — as 8 
> 8 = —_— — j - 


r oe ern nr 


Tong reg Mr in It rs rb —— 
2 * * : 


——— RS —— 


* 

Ty 

« i 

l '3 

: . o 

14 1 

— 

1 

| [RW 

[1 1 T 
i} 
2 4 
1 
1 
11988 
"i 
109 
74 3 
7 14 
N 
1 
1 
Fn 
1 
1 14 
13 
. 
i 
[1 
> 11308 
1 151 
N 1 
113 
17 
k ie; 
165 
: 1 
© Wn 
7 HK 
$ «| 
: 5 
5 LY 1 
% 15 & 
\ TS | 
8 » 
1 
1 
* 
A 
p 
i * 
*p 
S717 
- 12 
1 
1 
11 
1 
T2 
M # + 
{ + 
1 
14 
MW; 
IFN | 
i 
* 
123 * 
1 
M 
7 
1 
- *H 
151 
1292 
e 
7 
455 
4 * 
17 
, 
+ Yo 
VI, 
wh 
* a? 
Ne 
2 
1 
2 
i 
5, 
ty * 
> 
T4 
$ 
* df 
iy. 
14 
"Ki 
4 28 
12 
«RY 
Tx 

: £3 Hf 

* Z 

. . 
4 

1 
4 
[nw d 
LEA 

7 74 
1 
. 4 
* 
5. 

: Hh 
4 
ge! 

[ L'y 

| 1 5 
. 
We 
. 
wh 
k 

* | 

= 

i "LY 

1 * 
* 

LH 

i 1 

1 1 
he 5 
[ 


_ 


An) nag na ou nn ee — 
. 1 — 
=_ res 
d . — 9 
D —_— \ 


— — — 4 _ — — 4 . 92323 <a 
c 
= Y —— — — = mein 
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well, argues ſome Merit in me, upon - which 
every Man ought. to eonſider himſelf more than 
upon the Goods of Fortune. I had rather be 
thought your Friend in Proof of my Judgment 
and good Senſe, than a Friend to the Muſes ; 
and had rather have you than them thought 
mine. If I am, as you ſay, at once proud and 
humble, tis fince I have known I have had the 
Honour to pleaſe you; tha* your Praiſe rather 


humbles than makes me (tho” a damn'd Poet) 


more vain: for it is fo great, that it rather ſeems 
the Raillery of a witty Man, than the Sincerity 
of a Friend; and rather proves the Copiouſneſs 
of your own Invention, than juſtifies the Ferti- 
lity of mine. But I fear I am forfeiting the 


Character of the Plain-Dealer with "ak and 


ſeem, like vain Women or vainer Men, to re- 
fuſe Praiſe, but to get more; and ſo by return- 
ing our Compliments, thew myſelf grateful out 
of Intereſt, as Knaves are punctual in ſome Pay- 
ments, but to augment their Credit, And for 
your Praiſe of my Humility (the only Mark of 
my Knowledge, ſince it is a Mark of my know- 


8 you have praiſed that to its Deſtruc- 


tion, and have given me ſo much, you have left 
me none; like thoſe Admirers, Who praiſe a 
yaung Maid's Madeſty tall they deprive. her of 
it. But let me tell you, 'tis not to my Humi- 
lity that you owe my Friendſhip, but to my Am- 
bition, fince I can have no greater than to be 
eſteemed by you, and the World, your Friend, 
and to be knewn to all Mankind for, 5 


Dear Sir, your humble Servant, 


95 W. WyYCHERLEY. 
LE T- 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 
Dennis #0 Wycherley. 


NOL long after I writ my laſt to you, I was 
IN hurried up to Town by a kind of a Cholic, 
which was ended in a Defluxion upon one of my 
Feet. You know, Sir, a Defluxion is a general 
Name which fome pleaſant Frenchmen have 
given an infant Gout too young to be yet bap- 
tizd. But tho' the Diſtemper raged in each 
Hand, I would in ſpite of it anſwer your admi- 
rable Letter; a Letter which I had certainly 
known to be yours, tho' it had been ſent me 
without a Name, nay, and tranſcribed by a 
Chancery-Clerk in his own hideous manner of 
Copying. But I muſt confeſs I was ſurpriſed to 
hear you ſay in it, that you took the Sincerity of 
a Man who fo much eſteems you, for Raillery ; 
ap tho” you declare it, you can never believe it. 
am willing ta believe you exceeding humble; 
but you can never be humble to that degree; unleſs 
your Mind, which reſembles your Eye in its 
Clearpeſs,, its Livdineſs, and in its piercing 
Views, ſhould be alſo like it in this, that plainly 
diſcerning all Things elſe, it wants a Sight of 
itſelf: but in this it does not reſemble it; for it 
beholds itſelf by Reflections, and, like a lovely 
Maid at her Glaſs, is charmed with the Sight of 
its own Beauty. This is a Sight in which you 
take Pride as well as Pleaſure; but yours, I muſt 
confeſs, is a guiltleſs Pride, it being nothing but 
firſt Motion, which it is impoſſible for Man to 
woid. You have both the Force to ſubdue it 
| | imme- 
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116 A ſee Correction 
immediately, and the Art and Goodneſs to con- 
ceal it from us. That it plainly appears from 
what I have faid, that you do not believe I had 
any Deſign to rally you, IJ am confident, that 
through all my Letter there appears an Air of 
Sincerity. But that is a Virtue which has been 
ſo long and fo peculiarly your's, that you ma 
perhaps be jealous of it in your Friends, and dif- 
claim ſome Virtues which they commend in you, 


leaſt an Occaſion to think ſo, if the Raillery in 

ours had not been ſo very apparent, that even 

had Eyes to diſcern that you have been to blame 
in it, tho* I am doubly blinded with Love of you 
and myſelf, Yet if you writ it with a Deſign to 
mortify me, aſſure yourſelf, that I ſhall fortify 
my Vanity with that very Artillery with which 
you have begun to attack it. If Mr. Lycherley 
rallies me, it is certain, that I have my Defects; 
but it is full as certain, that he would never con- 


delcend to abuſe me at ſuch a Diftance if he 


wholly deſpis'd me. Thus, Sir, 92 — ſee I am as 
reaſonable with my Friend, as a Ruſſian Spouſe is 


with her Huſband, and take his very Raillery for 


a Mark of Eſteem, as ſhe does a Beating for a 
Proof of Affection. The very worſt of your 
Qualities gain our Affections: even your Jealouſy 


is very obliging, which it could never be unleſs it 


were very groundleſs. But ſince your very Suſpi- 
cion is obliging, what Influence muſt your Kind- 


neſs have on our Souls? The Wiſh that I were 


with you in ſome Retirement, is engaging to that 
degree, that'I almoſt repent that I fo eagerly de- 
fired your Converſation before; for if it were 
poſſible, I would augment that Deſire, as a grate- 
ful Return to yours. To be with you in _ 

| | | tude 


any to monopolize that. You had given me at 
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tude would make me happy. Tho? it were in 
the Orcades, I would not wiſh myſelf removed 
to any happier Climate ; no, not even to that 
which contained my abſent Miſtreſs ; all that I 
could do for her on that Occaſion, would be to 
with her with me. In that Retirement what 
ſhould I not enjoy? where I ſhould- be admi- 
rably inſtructed without Trouble, and infinitely 
delighted without Vice; where I ſhould be glo- 
rious at once with Envy and Quiet: for what 
could be more glorious than to be the Companion 

of your Retreat? My very Ambition inſtructs me 
to love ſuch Solitude ; though, properly ſpeaking, 
there can be no Solitude where you reſide ; im- 
mortal Company {till attend you; and the Vir- 
tues, the. Graces, and the charming Nine who 
love the Groves, and are fond of you, follow 
you to remoteſt Retirements. The comic 
Muſe is more particularly yours ; and it is your 
peculiar Praiſe to allure the moſt raviſhing of all 
the Siſters after you into Retirement; to make 
that Goddeſs, forſake the Crowd with you, who 
loves it moſt of the Nine: you have been conſtantly 
her Darling, her beſt Beloved. - Thus in Retire- 
ment with her and you, I ſhould have the Con- 
verſation of Mankind ; I ſhould enjoy it with all 
it's Advantages, without it's leaſt Inconvenien- 
cies, In the Philoſophy of your Actions and 
Words, I ſhould ſee the Wiſe, the Good, and 
the truly Great; in your Obſervations and in 
5 Raillery, the Men of Senſe and the Men of 
it; and in your Satire, ſeverely pleaſant, the 
Fools and Raſcals expos'd by it. In the Poſt- 
ſcript to my laſt, I made an Apology for uſurpin 
a Stile ſo foreign from this way of Writing. 7 
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118 Io fle Coultction 
but the very Thought of Mr. NM ycherley ſpreads 2 


oul to Rapture; and when a Man writes, his 


enerous Warmth 3 me, and raiſes my 
en 


Soul and his Stile of Neceſſity riſe together. In 


my next, IJ have ſomething with which I muſt 


of Writing. 


trouble you, that will require another manner 


0 7 am, Sir, &e. 


LETTER LXXIX. 
Wycherley 70 Dennis. 


Dear Sir, = 
1 Have received yours, of the 20th of Nom 
* ber, and am glad to find by it that however 
our Friends are Loſers by your Abſence from the 
own, you are a Gainer by it, of your Health, 
which every one you have left behind you (but 
Ch—) may be ought a Friend to; and the more 
each Man is your Friend, the more he is ſatisfy d 


with your Abſence. which, tho it makes us ill 
for want of you, makes you well for want of us: 


your taking no Leave of me (which you would 
excuſe) I take to be one of the greateſt K indneſſes 
vou ever ſhew'd me; for I could no more ſee a 
-departing Friend from the Town, than a depart- 
ing Friend from this Life; and ſure tis as much 
Kindnef and good Breeding to ſteal from our 
Friends Society, unknown to them, (when we 
muſt leave them to their Trouble) as it is to ſteal 


out of a Room, after a ceremonial Viſit, to pre- 


vent Trouble to him, whom we would 8 and 
reſpect; ſo that your laſt Fault (as you call it) is 
like the reſt of your Faults, rather an 9 
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than an Offence; | h che greateſt Injury in- 
deed you can do your W to leave them 
againſt their Will, which you muſt needs do. 
You tell me you cohverſe with me in my Writ- 
ings; T muſt confeſs then, you ſuffer a great deal 
for me in my Abſence, which (though I would 
have you love me) I' would not have you do; but 
for your truer Diverſion, pray change my Country 

Wife for a better of =—_ own in the Csuntry, 
and exefCiſe your owh Plain- Dealing there; then 
you will make your Country *Squire better Com- 
- pany, and your Parſon more fificere in your 
Company than in his Pulpit, or in his Cups: but 
when you talk of Store of Delights, you find in 
my Plain-Dealer, you ceaſe to be one; and when 
you commend my Country Fife, you never were 
more a Courtier; and I doubt not but you will 
like your next Neighbour's Country Wife better 
than you do mine, that you may paſs your Time 


better than you can do with my Country gh ; 
ince 


and like her Innocence more than her Wit, 
Innocence is the better Bawd to Eove; but enjo 
my Wife and welcome in my Ahbſence, I ſhall 
take it as civilly as a City Cuckold: I was ſorry 
to find by you that your Head ach'd while you 
writ me your Letter ; ſince I fear *twas from 
reading my Works (as you call them) not from 
your own writing, which never gave you Pain, 
tho' it would to others to imitate it. I have 


given your Service to your Friends at the Roſe, 
who, ſince your Abſence, own they ought not to 


go for the Witty Club; nor is Wills the Hits 
Coffee-Houſe any more, ſince you left it ; whoſe 
Society, for want of yours, is grown as melan- 
choly, that is, as dull as when you left them a 
Nights to their own Mother-Wit, their Puns, 

2 | Couplets, 
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Couplets, or Quibbles; therefore expect not a 
witty Letter from any of them, no more than 
from me, ſince they nor I have converſed with 
vou theſe three Weeks, I have no News worth 
ſending you, but my next ſhall bring you what 


we have. In the mean time, let me tell you 


(what I hope is no News to you) that your 
Abſence is more tedious to me, than a Quibbler's 
Company to you; ſo that I being ſick yeſterday, 
as I thought without any Cauſe, reflected you were 
forty or fifty Miles off, and then found the Reaſon 
of my Diſpoſition, for I cannot be well fo far 
from you, who am, 1 5 | 


1 Aly dear Mr. Dennis, 
Your obliged humble Servant, 


W. Wy CHERLEY, 
LETTER LXXX. 


on the Loſs of his 


| Wycherley to 


Dear Sir, RY. 
1 Have had yours of the 31ſt of March, to 
= which I ſhould ſooner have returned an An- 
ſwer, had I not been forced to take a little Turn 
out of Town; but your Letter to me brought 
me not more Satisfaction than your laſt to Mr. 
Hoyle gave me Diſquiet for you; ſince by that ! 
.find how uneaſy you are. You know, my Friend, 
from one ſufficiently experienced in Love-diſafters, 
that Love is often a kind of loſing Loadam, in 
which the Loſer is moſt often the Gainer. 
A 0 


— — e 0 r r l 77 / ·¹ RA NETS TER 


al * 


„„ - wt 


you have been depriv'd of a Miſtreſs, conſider 


you have loſt a Wife, and tho' you are diſap- | 


pointed-of a ſhort Satisfaction, you have likewiſe 
eſcaped a tedious Vexation, which Matrimony in- 
fallibly comes to be one ww or other ; ſo that 

our Misfortune is an Accident which your true 
Friends ſhould rather felicitate than commiſerate. 


You told me in your laſt, that you were no more 


Maſter of yourſelf : then how ſhould I help re- 
joicing at the Reſtoration of your Liberty? A 
Man might as reaſonably be ſorry for his Friend's 
Recovery from Madneſs, as for his Recovery 
from Love, (tho' for the Time a pleaſant Frenzy ;) 


ſo that your Miſtreſs's Father has rather been 
your Doctor than your Enemy: and you ſhould 


not be angry with him, if he cures you of your 
Love-diſtemper, tho' by a Means a little tos 
violent ; for next to his Daughter's Cure of Love, 


his may prove the beſt. Well, pray be not angry, 
that I can be pleas'd with any thing that can fo 
much diſpleaſe you: I own my Friendſhip for 


you has a little Selfiſhneſs in it; for now you 
cannot be ſo happy as you would in the Country, 
I hope you will make us as happy as we can be 
in the Town, which we ſhall be as ſoon as we 
have your Company: for know, my Friend, 
Change of Air after a Love-diſtemper may be 
as good as 'tis after a Fever; and therefore make 
haſte to Town, where a great many Doctors 
have engaged to compleat your Cure. Your 
Friends will do any thing to root out the Re- 
mains of your Paſſion: the Witty Club will grow 


grave to inſtruct you; and the Grave Club will 


grow gay to delight you; //þ— will turn a 
Philoſopher; and i will grow a good Fellow, and 
venture 55 own Health, for the Recovery of your 
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Humour; for I had rather be ſick in your Com- 
Pan); than for want of it; who a. 


Dear Sir, 
Your mo? 1 Friend, 


and humble Servant, | 
W. Wr CHERLEY, 


LETT E R LXXXI. 
Dennis 70 * 


Dear Sir, 
* H E laſt time I was at 1/7/ IPs, I had the Mor- 


tification to hear, that our Friend . — 
had met with a Diſappointment in ; at which, 
ſome who were preſent, were glad, affrming, 
that Succeſs would have thrown him out of his 
Element; for that a Man of Wit is not qualified 
for Buſineſs ſo well as a Blockhead : I have ſince 
had ſome Thoughts concerning that Matter which 
I here fend you, and of which I deſire your Opi- 
nion. 8 
| 5 Upon Reflection J have found out 9 follow- 
| ing Reaſons, why Blockheads are thought to be 
þ | fitteſt for Buſineſs, and why they really ſucceed 
| 


in it. 
First, As their Brains are a great deal colder 
than thoſe are of Men of Wit, they muſt have 
but very {trait Imaginations, and very barren In- 
ventions ; from whence it follows, that they have 
but very few Thoughts, and that a few Objects 
fill their Capacities, 

Secondly, It is reaſonable ' enough to believe, 


_ that ſince they are uncapable of many 1 
thole 


r R 8. 123 


thoſe few which they have are determin'd by their 


Neceſſities, their Appetites, and their Deſires, 
to what they call their Fortunes and their Eſta- 


” 


bliſhments. © b | | 

Thirdly, It is not very hard to conceive, that 
ſince a Blockhead has but few Thoughts, and 
perhaps but one all his Life-time, which is his 
Intereſt, he ſhould h:ve it more perfect, and bet- 
ter digeſted, than Men of Wit have the ſame 
Thought, who perhaps have a thouſand every 
Hour. . 

Fourthly, It is eaſy to comprehend, that ſince 
ſuch a one has but a few Thoughts, or perhaps 
but one, which by often revolving in his Mind, he 
has digeſted, and brought to Perfection, he ſhould 
readily paſs from Thought to Action. For he 
muſt grow weary of thinking ſo often of one and 
the ſame Thing; and ſince the Nature of the 
Soul requires Agitation, as ſoon as his little Spe- 
culation ceaſes, he muſt of Neceflity act to di- 
vert himſelf. ,. 5 . 

Fifthly, It will be certainly found, that as a 
little Thought often makes a Man active in Bu- 
ſineſs, ſo a little Judgment often makes him di- 
ligent; for he may well be eager in the Purſuit 
of thoſe Things, on which, ſeduc'd by Paſſion 
and vulgar Opinion, he ſets an exorbitant Value; 
and concerning whoſe Natures and Incertainty, 


he is not very capable of making ſolid Reflections. 


For tho* Prudence may oblige a Man to ſecure a 
Competency, yet never was any one by right 
Reaſon induced to ſeek Superfluities, | 
S:xthly, Penury of Thoughts ſuppoſes Little- 
neſs of Soul, which is often requiſite for the 
ſucceeding in Buſineſs : for a Blockhead is for- 
bid enough to deſcend to Trick and Artifice 


8 which 


- hs . 
— : 


be ins 2 
—— 
- I — „ 
3 1 — — — C0 — 
— ens 4 r 
— - 2 — 
FA 2 2 


— 


bs. <A Rd 
SI Ia te cet vir. 
_ K 2 


——— 3 - — — * * 2 > p. is 
— —_— * „ - — — == E: — * 
— A x eo 5-4 ei dee Fae wade ND Eo dg 
— 5 - — N * * * 
y * - - = 


dp „ 
- — — . „ Y 


4 
© 


2 — 


— 
N 2 pant! 
n 2 
8 
=, 5 
+. 
* > — 
— — —— 


124 A ſele# Col LECTIO& 

which in Buſineſs are oſten neceſſary to procure 
Succeſs; unleſs they are more than ſupplied, by 
a Prudence deriv'd from a conſummate Experi- 
ence, or from a Capacity. | : 
Thus have I endeavoured to give the Reaſon, 
why a Fool ſucceeds better in Buſineſs than a 
Man of Wit; who has a multitude of Thoughts, 
and which fly at the nobleſt Objects; and who 
finds that there is ſomething ſo pleaſing, and fo 
noble, in thinking rightly, and more eſpecially 
in the ſublime Speculations of exalted Reafon, 
that he finds it intolerably irkſome to deſcend to 
Action, and abhors the very Thoughts of being 
diligent in Things, for which he has an extream 
Contempt. FVV 
Thus you ſee, that in ſome meaſure a Fool 
may be. ſaid to be better fitted out for Buſineſs 
than a Man of Wit. But it is high time to diſ- 
tinguiſh : for firſt, when I fay that a Blockhead 
is Fitted for Buſineſs, I mean only for little Bu- 
ſineſs. For to affirm, that he is qualified for 
Affairs that require Extent of Capacity, would 
be a Contradiction in Terms. Secondly, When 
TI affirm, that a Man of Wit is leſs capacitated 
for Buſineſs, I mean, that he is leſs fo, as long 
as he keeps in his natural Temper, and remains 
.in a State of Tranquility : but if once he comes 
to be thrown out of that by the Force of a vio- 
lent Paſhon, and fi'd with Zeal for his Coun- 
A .try's Service, or enflam'd by Ambition, and Bu- 
* ſineſs can be made ſubſervient to the gratifying 

in - of thoſe Paſſions, then I dare boldly affirm, that 
| one Man of Wit will go farther than a thouſand 
4 of thoſe who want it. Of which it would be 
__ - .ealy to give more than one Inſtance amongſt 
#$ our preſent Miniſters. But I will he Om | 
| 0 


HE ERS 756 
ed with putting you in mind, that none of 
the Remans had more Wit than Cæſar, and none 
of the French than Richeliew, | 
Before ll conclude, I muſt give you a Caution 
which is, that by the Word Blockhead, I do 
not mean one that is ſtupid, but that I apply 
that Word according to the Language of you 
Men of Wit, to one who thinks but a little: 
and that on the other ſide, by a Man of Wit, 
I do not mean every Coxcomb whoſe Imagina- 
tion has got the Aſcendant of his little Reaſon ; 
but a Man like you, Sir, or our moſt ingenious 
Friend, in whom Fancy and Judgment are like 
a well-match'd pair ; the firſt like an extraordi- 
nary Wife, that appears always beautiful and 
always charming, yet is at all times decent, and 
at all times chaſte ; the ſecond like a prudent and 
well-bred Huſband, whoſe very Sway ſhews his 
Complaiſance, and whoſe very Indulgence ſhews 
his Authority. I am, 4 f 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
Joun Dennis, 


LETTER LXXXIL 
Dryden 7o Dennis. 


My Dear Mr. Dennis, 
WI EN I read a Letter ſo ſull of my Com- 


mendations as your laſt, I cannot but con- 

ſider you as the Maſter of a vaſt Treaſure, who, 
having more than enough for yourſelf, are forced 
MN Ow ih o& 3 -- to 
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- to ebb out upon your Friends. You have indeed 
the beſt Right to give them, ſince you have 
them in Propriety; but they are no more 
mine when I receive them, than the Light of the 
Moon can be allowed to be her own, who ſhines 
but by the Reflection of her Brother. Your own 
Poetry is a more powerſul Example to prove that 
the modern Writers may enter into Comparifon 
with the Ancients, than any which Perrault 
could produce in France; yet neither he, nor you, 
who are a better Critic, can perſwade me that 
there is any room left for a folid Commenda- 

tion at this time of the Day, at leaſt for me. If 
I undertake the Tranſlation of Virgil, the little 
which I can perform will ſhew, at leaſt, that no 
| Man is fit to write after him in a barbarous mo- 
4 dern Tongue : neither will his Machines be of 
1 any Service to a Chriſtian Poet. We ſee how 
1 ineffectually they have been try'd by 74, and 
|| dy Arioſto. Tis ufing them too dully if we only 
my make Devils of his Gods: as if, for Example, 
1 | | I would raife a Storm, and make uſe of Alus, 
| with this only Difference of calling him Prince 
of the Air: what Invention of mine would 
there be in this? Or who would not ſee Virgil 
thorough me, only the ſame Trick play'd over 
again by a bungling Jugler ? Bozleau has well ob- 
ſerv'd, that it is an eaſy matter, in a Chriſtian 
Poem, for Ged to bring the Devil to Reaſon. 
I think I have given a better Hint for new Ma- 
chines, in my 3 to Juvenal, where I have 
wo particularly recommended two Subjects, one of 
1 King Authur's Conqueſt of the Saxons, and the 
| other of the Black Prince in his Conqueſt of Spain. 
{1 But the Guardian Angels of Monarchies and 
RY Kingdoms, are not to be touch'd by every m—_ 


— 


% 
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A Man muſt be deeply converſant in the Pla- 
tonic Philoſophy to deal with them : and there- 
fore I may reaſonably expect that no Poet of our 
Age will preſume to handle thoſe Machines, for 
fear of diſcovering his own Ignorance; or if he 
ſhould, he might perhaps be ungrateful enough, 
not to own me for his Benefactor. After I have 
confeſs'd thus much of our modern Heroic Poe- 
try, I cannot but conclude with Mr. Rym , 
that our Engliſb Comedy is far beyond any thing 
of the Ancients. And notwithſtanding cur Irre- 
gularities, ſo is our Tragedy. Shakeſpear had a 
Genius for it; and we know, in ſpite of Mr. 
R——, that Genius alone is a greater Virtue 
(if I may ſo call it) than all other Qualifications 
put together. You ſee what Succeſs this learn- 
ed Critic has found in the World, after his blaſ- 
pheming Shakeſpear. Almoſt all the Faults which 
he has diſcover'd are truly there : yet who will 
read Mr. Rym——, or not read Shaper? For 
my own Part, I reverence Mr. Rym—'s Learn- 
ing, but I deteſt his IIl- nature and his Arro- 
gance. I indeed, and ſuch as I, have Reaſon to 
be afraid of him, but Shakeſpear has not. There 
is another Part of Poetry in which the Englifþ 
ſtand almoft upon an equal Foot with the Anci- 
ents; and 'tis that which we call Pindaric ; in- 
troduced but not perfected by our famous Mr. 
Cowley : and of this Sir, you are certainly one 
of the greateſt Maſters : you have the Sublimity 
of Senſe as well as Sound, and know how far 
the Boldneſs of a Poet may lawfully extend. I 
could wiſh you would cultivate this kind of Ode, 
and reduce it either to the ſame Meaſure which 
Pindar us'd, or give new Meaſures of your own. 


For, as it is, it looks like a vaſt Tract of Land 
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128 ſelect Col IEC TION 
newly diſcover'd: the Soil is wonderfully fruit- 
ful, but unmanur'd, overſtock'd with Inhabitants, 
but almoſt all Savages, without Laws, Arts, 
Arms, or Policy. I remember poor Nat. Lee, 
who was then upon the Verge of Madneſs, yet 
made a ſober and a witty Anſwer to a bad Poet, 
who told him, /? was an eaſy thing to write like 
a Madman. No, ſaid he, tis very difficult ta 
zwrite like a Mad man; but tis a very eaſy matter 
to write like a Fool, Otway and he are ſafe by 
Death from all Attacks, but we poor Poets Mi- 
litant (te uſe Mr. Cowley's Enpreffon) are at the 
Mercy of wretched Scriblers; and when they 
cannot faſten upon our Verſes, they fall upon 
our Morals, our Principles of State and Religion. 
For my Principles of Religion I will not juſti- 
fy them to you; I know yours are far different, 
F or the ſame Reaſon, I ſhall ſay nothing of my 
Frinciples of State-: I believe you in yours follow 
the Dictates of your Reaſon, as I in mine do thoſe 
of my Conſcience. - If I thought myſelf in an 
Error, I would retra&t it; I am ſure that I 
ſuffer for them; and Milton makes even the De- 
vil ſay, that no Creature is in love with Pain. 
For my Morals betwixt Man and Man, I am 
not to be my own Judge; I appeal to the World 
if I have deceiv'd or defrauded any Man: and 
tor my private Converſation, they who ſee me 
every Day can be the beſt Witneſſes, whether or 
no it be blameleſs and inoffenſive. Hitherto I 
have no Reaſon to complain that Men of either 
Party ſhun my Company. I have never been an 
inpudent Beggar at the Doors of Noblemen : 
My Vilits have indeed been too rare to be un- 
acceptable, and but juſt enough to teſtify my 
Gratitude for their Bounty; which I have — 

: { Y 


-% 
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ly receiv'd, but always unaſk'd, as themſelves 
will witneſs. I have written more than I need- 
ed to you on this Subject: for J dare ſay, you 
juſtify me to yourſelf. As for that which I firſt 
intended for the principal Subject of this Letter, 
which is my Friend's Paſſion, and his Deſign of 
Marriage, on better Confideration I have chang'd 
my Mind: for having had the Honour to fee 
my dear Friend Hycherley's Letter to him on that 
Occaſion, I find nothing to be added or amend- 
ed. But as well as I love Mr. Mpaberley, I 
confeſs I love myſelf ſo well, that I will not 
ſhew how much I am inferior to him in Wit and 
Judgment, by undertaking any thing after him : 
There is Moſes and the Prophets in his Council. 
Jupiter and Fun), as the Poets tell us, made Tire- 
fas their Umpire, in a certain merry Difpute 
which fell out in Heaven betwixt them: T:re/zas, 
you know, had been of both, Sexes ,and therefore 
was a proper Judge; our Friend Mr.  /ycherley 
is full as competent an Arbitrator : he has been 
a Batchelor, and marry'd Man, and is now a 
Widower. Virgil ſays of Ceneus, g 
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Nunc Vir, nunc Feemina Ceneus, 
Rurſus & in veterem futo revoluta figuram. 


Vet, I ſuppoſe, he will not give any large Com- 
mendations to his middle State; nor, as the Sai- 
lor ſaid, will be fond, after a Shipwreck, to put 
to Sea again. If my Friend will adventure after 
this, I can but wiſh him a good Wind, as bein 


his: and, 5 
M Dear Mr. Dennis, 
your moſt affefionate 
and moſt faithful Servant, 
1 DEYDEN. 
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Lady C—— to ber Couſin W——, after 
he had received from him a Copy of Verſes 
on her Beauty. 


- Couſin, 
1 Received yours with the Verſes inclos'd, and 
| here return you my hearty Thanks for the 

Face, the Shape, the Mien, which you have fo 
_ generouſly beſtow'd upon me. From looking 
upon your Verſes, I went to my Gaſs : but, 
Jeſu! the Difference! Tho” IT bought it to flatter 
me, yet compar'd to you, found it a Plain-Dea- 
ler: it ſhew'd me immediately, that I have 
been a great deal more beholden to you, than 
I have been to Nature; for the only form'd me 
not Frightful, but you have made me Divine. 
But as you been a great deal kinder than Na- 
ture has been to me, I think my ſelf oblig'd, in 
Requital, to be a good deal more liberal than 
Heaven has been to you, and to allow you as 
large a Stock of Wit as you have given me of 
Beauty: ſince ſo honeſt a Gentleman as your- 
ſelf has ſtretch'd his Conſcience to commend 
my Perſon, I am bound in Gratitude to do Vio- 
- Hence to my Reaſon to extol your Verſes. When 
J left the Town, I deſir'd you to furniſh me 
with the News of the Place, and the firſt thing 
I have receiv'd from you is a Copy of Verſes 

on my Beauty; by which you dextrouſly infer, 
that the moſt extraordinary Piece of News you 
can ſend me, is to tell me that I am handſome. 
By which ingenious Inference, you had infallibly 
brought the Scandal of a Wit upon you, if your 
' Verſes had not ſtood up in your . 


But tell me truly, Couſin, could you think that 
| Es T7 ſhould 


— 
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ſhould prove ſo eaſy a Creature as to believe all 
that you have ſaid of me? How could you find 
in your Heart to make ſuch a Fool of me, and 
ſuch a Cheat on yourſelf, to intoxicate me with 
Flattery, and draw me in to truck my little Stock 
of Wit and Judgment for a meer Imagination of 
Beauty; when the real Thing too falls fo infi- 
nitely ſhort of what you would make me ex- 
change for the very Fancy of it? For Couſin, 
there is this conſiderable Difference between the 
Merit of Wit and Beauty; that Men are never 
violently influenc'd by Beauty, unleſs it has weak - 
en'd their Reaſon; and never feet half the Force 


of Wit, unleſs their Judgments are ſound. The 
ay = Time in which thoſe of your Sex ad- 
eauty in ours, is between Seventeen and 


mire 
Thirty ; that is, after they are paſt their Inno- 
cence, and before they are come to their Judg- 
ment. And now, Couſin, have not you been 
commending a pretty Quality in me; to admire 
which, as I have juſt ſhewn you, ſuppoſes not 
only a corrupted Will, but a raw Underſtanding : 
Beides, how frail, how tranſitory is it! Nature 


deprives us of it at Thirty, if Diſeaſes ſpare it 


till then: by which conſtant Proceeding, ſhe 
ſeems to imply, that ſheygives it us as a Geugaw 
to pleaſe us in the Childhood of our Reaſons ; 
and takes it from us, as a Thing below us, when 
we come to Years: of Diſcretion, Thus, Cou- 
ſin, have you been commending a Quality in me, 
which has nothing of true Merit in it, and of 
which I have no greater a Share, than to keep 
me from being ſcandalous. So that all I could 
have got by your Kindnefs, if I had parted with 
my Judgment, in order to reap the Benefit of it, 
had been nothing but wretched Conceit, and ri- 
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132 ſeless Collection | 
diculous Affectation. If I thought you had enough 
of the gallant Man in you, to take what I ſay 
in good part, I would adviſe you to engage no 
further in Poetry: be rul'd by a Woman for 
once, and mind your Cœte upon Littleton, Ra- 
ther pettifog than flatter: for if you are reſolu- 
ed to be a Cheat, you will ſhew at leaſt ſome 
Conſcience, in reſolving rather to chouſe People 
of their Money, than to bubble them of their 
Underſtandings. Beſides, Couſin, you have not 
a Genius which will make a great Poet, and be 
pleaſed to confider that a ſmall Poet is a ſcanda- 
lous Wight; that indifferent Verſes are very bad 
ones; and that an inſipid Panegyric upon ano- 
ther, is a ſevere Libel upon yourſelf. Beſides, 
there will ſtart up a Satire one Day, and then 
Woe be to cold Rimers. Old England is not yet 
ſo barren, but there will atiſe ſome. generous Spi- 
rit, who, beſides a Stock of Wit and good Senſe, 
which are no very common Qualities, will not 
only be furniſhed with a ſound Judgment, which 
is an extraordinary Talent, but with a true Taſte 
for Eloquence and Wit, which is ſcarce any 
where to be found ; and which comprehends not 
only a juſt Diſcernment, but a ſine Penetration, 
and a delicate Criticiſm, - Such a Satyriſt:as this, 
Couſin, muſt ariſe, and therefore you had beſt 
take care, by a judicious Silence, that whenever 
he appears, he may be ſure to divert you, and 
not afflict you. 2 


* 


5 Jam, & c. 
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r E R LXXXIV. 
To AM. at Will's Coffee-bouſe. | 


5 I Received your Panegyric upon Puns, which 

I fo approve of, that I am reſolved to get it 
printed, and bound up with Eraſmus's Praiſe of 
Folly : yet to confeſs.a Truth, I was fomething 
diſſatisfied to ſee Quibbling commended with fo 
much Wit; for nothing cañ be writ with more 
Wit, than your Letter to the Reſerve of the 
Quibbles ; which I ſuppoſe you inſerted amongſt 
ſo many Things which are ſo finely ſaid, left 
theſe ſhould have render'd you too. vain, or too 
much have mortify'd me : but pray, after this 
Panegyric upon Quibbles, give me leave to aſk 
you the ſame Queſtion that the Lacedemonians 
aſk'd the Sophiſter, who harangu'd in the Praiſe 
of Hercules: by the way, did you ever expect 
to hear a Quibble compar'd to Hercules? There's 
a Simile for you, I think, as Novel ſays, that's 
Nero. You, who are cry'd. up for ſo great a Wit, 
tell me, without Envy, could you ever have 
thought upon that? But to return to my Que- 
ſtion: here you have ſpent a great deal of Time 
in the Defence of Quibbles. Who ſaid a Word 
againſt them? The Devil a Syllable did I men- 
tion of: them in mine. It is true, I cited honeſt 


Mr. Sw— ; but it is a hard Caſe, if the Quot- 


ing an Author, muſt be conſtrued the condemning 
his Works: I-have a great Reſpect and Kindneſs 
for Mr. Sw——, as have for all who have any 
Excellence. And truly, I think, that for the 
Management of Quibbles and Dice, there is no 
Man alive comes near him. And let me tell 
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you, Sir, for all your new Emulation, he is a 
better Quibbler than you. But it is high time to 
give over Raillery: for if you were my Father 
a thouſand times, let me die if I would not ri- 
gorouſly examine that Part of your Letter which 
Pretends to defend Quibbling. You ſay that [ 
am too nice, and that my Averſion has ſome- 
thing in it that is very like Affectation. But here 
you mult give me leave te turn your own Simile 
upon you: can a Man be juſtly accus'd of Nice- 
neſs or Affectation, becauſe he appears offended 
at a Stink ? When I tell you that Quibbling is 


extremely fooliſh ; you know it is fooliſh enough, 


you reply; but it is a fooliſh' thing that diverts, 
And do you think this Knowledge of it will ex- 
cuſe the Folly ? Give me leave to reſume the 
afore-mention'd Simile : ſuppoſe a Fellow who 
breaks Wind ſhould ſay to the Company, while 
they are cajoling their offended Noſes with Snuff, 
Look you, Gentlemen, I know I am a brutal 
Dog for this, this is very _— but Begad it is 
very diverting. Would the Excuſe, think you, 
be current? A Quibble diverts. Right, and ſo 
does a Hobby-horſe, which, in my Mind, for 
. thoſe who can be diverted without Reaſon, is the 
better Bawle of the two. A Quibble diverts : 
Jeſu! That this ſhould be ſpoken at Wills. 
Can there be a more damnable Satire upon Wit, 
than that ſo many Gentlemen who: have ſo very 
- much of it, ſhould be forc'd. to play the Fool to 
divert one another ? But, for God's ſake, what 
do you mean when you ſay a Quibble diverts 
you? It makes you laugh I warrant : why the 
. greateſt Coxcomb about the Town ſhall out- do 
you in Laughing at any time. Nature, who has 
dealt impartially with her Children, and who has 

given 


r us 
given them but two Diſtinctions from Beaſts, 
| Reaſon and Laughter, has, where ſhe has be- 
ſtow'd the more of the one, conferr'd the leſs of 
the other : and therefore a Coxcomb will laugh 
at nothing. Ay, that indeed, ſay you, is a Sign 
of a Fool. ell my dear Friend, I have fo 
much Kindneſs for thee, that out of thy own 
Mouth thou ſhalt not be judged : for if a Quib- 
ble is not Wit, it is nothing. But it is at a great 
| Diſtance from Wit, as an Idol is from the Diety ; 
and J will. no more believe nauſeous Equivocals 
to be Wit, becauſe ſome Sots have admir'd them, 
than I will believe Garlic to be God, becauſe 
the Egyptians ador'd it : nay, it is a more dam- 
nable Sign of Stupidity in an ZErghfhman, to 
make Wit of a Quibble, than it was in the 
Egyptians to make a God of their Garlic. But 
to return from whence I digreſſed; I have never 
appear'd fo much a Stoic, but that I have been 
as much for Diverſion as any of you : but then 
am I for the Diverſion of reaſonable Men, and of 
Gentlemen; if there be any Diverſion in Quib- 
bling, it is a Diverſion of which a Fool and a 
Porter is as capable as is the beſt of you. 
And therefore Ben Fohnſon. who writ every 
thing with Judgment, and who knew the Scum 
of the People, whenever he brings in a Por- 
ter or a T ankard-bearer, is ſure to introduce him 
Quibbling. But if Punning be a Diverſion, 
it is a very ſtrange one: there is as much 
Difference between the filly Satisfaction which 
we have from a Quibble, and the raviſhing Plea- 
ſure which we receive ſrom a beautiful Thought, 
as there is betwixt a faint Salute and Frui- 
tion, But what would you have us do? you 
cry. Men of the greateſt Parts are no more 
to be found with Wit always about them, 
than rich Rogues with always the Ready. 


— 
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Why, look you, Sir, as the firſt Step to Wil. 
dom is to be freed from Folly, fo the firſt Ap- 
proach to Wit is a Contempt of Quibbling. If 
it happens at any time that you have not your 
Wit about you, we will either have Patience 
till ſuch time as you have, or take good Senſe in 
the lieu of it. If you are not in Condition to 
delight us, we will be contented to be inſtructed; 
we will make your Inſtruction nouriſh our Va- 
nity, ſo turn even that to Delight. Nay, there 
is ſomething noble in right Reaſon, and conſe- 
quently ſomething delightful. Truth is ſo divinely 
beautiful, that it muſt pleaſe eternally ; but Fal- 
ſhood is baſe, and mult ſhock all generous Minds, 
and every Equivocal is but ambiguous Falſhood, 
that is, the pitiful'ſt the baſeſt of Falſhood. 


LETTER LXXXV. 
To Walter Moyle E/7; 


Dear Sir, 5 
FH O' you are already indebted a Letter to 
me, yet I think fit to give you Credit for 
another ; tho* perhaps you may little defire to 
run into Debt this way: but it is for two Rea- 
ſons that I give you the Trouble of this: for, 
in the firſt " HR I am taking a Turn. for a little 
time into the Country, and I deſign that the 
Prevention of this ſhould make ſome Amends 
_ for the Delay of my next. In the ſecond place, 
I. have made ſome Proviſion of Scandal, which 
1 am willing to make uſe of, before it grow 
ſtale upon my Hands. Juſt after I writ my laft, 
J threw my felf into a detach'd Party which 
march'd from FilPs to Namur, with the ſame 
Deſign that the Volunteers went to Bri to 
1 5 e "Ip 
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keep out of the Fray, and be Spectators of the 


Action. However, before they were come to 


blows, I went amongſt the Tents, and had ſome 
Diſcourſe with Major-General R——, whom 1 
found to be Father to Mr. Bays his Parthenope, 
For the Major-General is a very honeſt Fellow, 
who ſells Ale by the Town-Wall. We had the 
Satisfaction to ſee that the Town was taken, and 
the whole Siege was carried on as Sieges gene- 
rally are, with a great deal more Noiſe than 

Miſchief. On Monday laſt, which was the ſe- 
cond of September, I travell'd into the City, 
where I had the Satisfaction to fee two very ridi- 
culous Sights. The firſt was a Bawd carted for 


an Action which had ſome Relation to that me- 


morable Day: for ſhe was convicted of being, 
an Accomplice in fetting fire to an ancient and 


venerable Pile of the City ; that is, ſhe was found 


guilty of being inſtrumental] in the Clapping an 
Alderman. I ſtood in a Bookſeller's Shop to ſee 


her paſs, which Bookſeller was packing up ſome 
ſcoundrel Authors to ſend them away to the Plan- 
tations. Theſe Authors are Criminals, which be- 
ing ſentenced to be burnt here, have at laſt found 
Grace, and got off with Tranſportation, You 
remember the terrible News that we heard at 
P——, which, as it ſprung from a ridiculous 


% 


Occaſion, that is, my Lady Mayoreſs's Goſſip- 
ping, has had a comical Conſequence. For the 
Common-Council have made an Order, by which 


my Lady Mayoreſs is diſpenſed, during the Wars, 


from ſeeing thoſe Children born in the City which 
are got in the Suburbs ; that is, from'being pre- 
ſent at one of their Wives Labours. But tis 
time to return to the Fair. Laſt Night I took a 
Turn in the Cloyſters, where I was e 
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with a great many Dialogues between Vizour 


and Vallancy Wig; upon which I leave you to 
be Judge, whether my Eyes or my Ears were the 
better entertain'd of the two: for I heard a great deal 
of unintelligible Language adddreſs'd to a great 
many inviſtble Faces : as if, becauſe the Wo- 
man had reſolv'd not ta be ſoon, the Men had 
determin'd not ta be underſtood ; and had in Re- 
venge eclips'd the Light of their Underſtanding 
by F uſtian, as the others had obſcur'd the Luſtre 
of their Eyes by Velvet. Formerly the Ladies 
made uſe of White and Red to attract; but with- 
in theſe thirty Years, Black has ſucceeded, and 
the Devil is found more tempting in his proper 
Colour. I have neither Time nor Place for an 


more; you ſhall have the reſt by the firſt Oppor- 
tunit). ; 5 

Yours, &c. 
LETTER EXXXVI. 
0 Mr. Congreve. 


Dear Sir, Wh | 

I Have now read over the Fox, in which, tho 
I admire the Strength of Ben Fohn/on's Judg- 

ment, yet I did not find it fo accurate as I ex- 

pected : for, firſt, the very Thing upon which 


the whole Plot turns, and that is, the Diſcovery 


which Moſca makes to Bonario, ſeems to be very 
unreaſonable. For I can.ſee no Reaſon why he 
ſhould make that Diſcovery which introduces Bo- 
nario into his Maſter's Houſe. For the Reaſon 
which the Poet makes Moſca give in the ninth 
Scene of the third Act, appears to be a very _ 
— 4 
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ſurd one. Secondly, Corbaccio, the Father of 


Bonario, is expos'd for his Deafneſs, a perſonal 
Defect, which is contrary to the End of Comedy- 


Inſtruction: for perſonal Defects cannot be a- 


mended; and the expoſing ſuch can never divert 
any but half-witted Men. It cannot fail to bring 
a thinking Man to reflect upon the Miſery of 
human Nature, and into what he may fall him- 
ſelf without any Fault of his own. Thirdly, 
The Play has two Characters which have nothing 
to do with the Deſign of it, which are to be 
look'd upon as Excreſcencies. Laſtly, The Cha- 
rater of Yolpone is inconſiſtent with itſelf : Hol- 


gone is like Catiline, Hlieni appetens, ſui profuſus ; 


but this is only a Double in his Nature, and not 
an Inconſiſtence. The Inconſiſtence of the Cha- 
racter appears in this, that Volpone in the fifth 
Act behaves himſelf like a giddy Coxcomb, in 
the Conduct of that very Affair which he manag'd 
ſo craftily in the firſt four. In which the Poet 
offends, firſt, againſt that fam'd Rule which He- 
race gives for the Characters. „„ 


Servetur ad imum, 


Dralis ab incepto proceſſerits & /ibi con/tet, 


And, ſecondly, againſt Nature, upon which all 
the Rules are grounded : for 8 an Altera- 


tion, in ſo little a Time, is not in Nature, unleſs 
it happens by the Accident of ſome violent Paſ- 
ſion; which is not the Caſe here. Volpone on 
the ſudden behaves himſelf without common Dif- 


cretion, in the Conduct of that very Aﬀair which 


he had manag'd with ſo much Dexterity for the 
Space of three Years together. For why does he 
diſguiſe himſelf? or, why does be repoſe the faft 
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Confidence in Moeſca? Why does he cauſe it to be 


Bren out that he's dead? Why, only to plague 
is Bubbles. To plague them, for what? why 


only for having been his Bubbles. So that here 


is the greateſt Alteration in the World, in the 
Space of * Hours, without any ap- 
parent Cauſe. The Deſign of Volpone is to cheat; 
he has carried on a Cheat for three Vears to- 
feder with Cunning and with Succeſs; and yet 

e, on a ſudden, in cold Blood, does a thing 
which he cannot but know muſt endanger the 
Dcear Sir, 


Yeur moſt humble Servant, 


LETTER LXXXVYI. 
To the SAME = 


Dear Sir, | 05 
1 Will not augment the Trouble which TI give 

you, by making an Apology for not giving it 
kept ſuch a Trifle as the Inclos'd, and a Trifle 
writ extempore, long enough to make you ex- 
pect a labour'd Letter. But becauſe in the In- 
clos'd I have ſpoken particularly of Ben Fohn/on's 
Fox, I deſire to ſay three or four Words of ſome 
of his Plays more generally : the Plots of the 
Fox, the "Silent Woman, the Alchymi/?, are all 


of them very artful. But the Intrigues of the H 
and the Alchymiſi ſeem to me to be more dexte- 
rouſly perplex'd, than to be happily diſintangled. 
But the Gordian Knot in the Silent Woman is 
united with ſo much Felicity, that that alone 

ok 9 ar 


ou ſooner. Tho' I am heartily ſorry that I 
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may ſuffice to ſhew Ben Fohnſon no ordinary 
Hero. But then, perhaps, the Silent Noman may 
want the very Foundatien of a good Comedy, 
which the other two cannot be ſaid to want; for 
it ſeems to me to be. without a Moral. Upon 
which Abſurdity, Ben Fohnſon was driven by the 
Singularity of Moroſe's Character, which is too 
extravagant for Inſtruction, and fit, in my Opi- 
nion, only for Farce. For this ſeems to me to 
conſtitute the moſt eſſential Difference betwixt 
Farce and Comedy, that the Follies which are 
expos'd in Farce are ſingular, and thoſe are par- 
ticular which are expos'd in Comedy. "Theſe 
laſt are thoſe, with which ſome part of an Au- 
dience may be ſuppos'd infected, and to which 
all may be ſuppos'd obnoxious. - But the firſt are 
ſo very odd, that, by reaſon of their monſtrous 
Extravagance, they cannot be thought to concern 
an Audience; and cannot be ſuppos'd to inſtruct 
them. For the reſt of the Characters in theſe 
Plays, they, are for the moſt part true, and moſt 
of the humorous Characters Maſter-pieces. For 
Ben Tohnſon's Fools ſeem to ſhew his Wit a 
great deal more than his Men of Senſe : I admire 
his Fops, and but barely eſteem his Gentlemen, 
Ben ſeems to draw Deformity more to the Life 
than Beauty: he is often ſo eager to purſue Folly, 
that he forgets to take Wit along with him. For 
the Dialogue, it ſeems to want very often that 
Spirit, that Grace, and that noble Raillery, which 
are to be found in more modern Plays, and which 
are Virtues that ought to be inſeparable from 
a finiſh'd Comedy. But there ſeems to be one 
thing more wanting than all the reſt, and that is 
Paſhon, I mean, that fine and that delicate Paſ- 
lion, by which the Soul ſhews its Politeneſs, 
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even in the midſt of its Trouble. Now, te 
touch a Paſſion, is the ſureſt way to Delight; for 
nothing agitates like it. Agitation is the Health 
and Joy of the Soul, of which it is ſo intirely 
fond, that even then, when we imagine we ſeek 
Repoſe, we only ſeek Agitation. You know 
what a famous modern Critic has ſaid of Comedy, 


faut que ſes Acteurs badinent noblement, 
Due fon Næud bien forme ſe denoue aiſement : 
WJ Action marchant ou la Raiſon la Guide, 
e ſe perde jamais dans une Scene vuide, 

- Due fon Stile humble & doux ſe releve a propos, 
Que ſes diſcours par tout fertiles en bons mots, 
Soient pleins de Paſſions . manies, 

Et les Scenes toujours Pune a Pautre bits, 


I leave you to make the Application to Foh»/or— 
whatever I have ſaid myſelf of his Comedies, I 
ſubmit to your better Judgment. For you, who 
after Mr. Wycherley, are incomparably the belt 
Writer of it living, ought to be allowed to be 
the beſt Judge too. 


Jam Yours, &c. 


LEE TTF Ain. 


Congreve to Dennis, on Humour. 


Dear Sir, 
O write to me, that you have entertained 
yourſelf two or three Days with reading ſe- 
veral Comedies of ſeveral Authors; and your Ob- 
ſervation is, that there is more of Humour in 
our Engliſh Writers, than in any of the other 


Comic Poets, ancient or modern, You deſire 
— e Wo 
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to know my Opinion, and at the ſame time my 
Thought of that which is generally call'd Hu- 
mour in Comedy, _ | | 

I agree with you, in an impartial Preference 
of our Engliſo Writers in that Particular. But 
if I tell you my Thoughts of Humour, I muſt at 
the ſame time confeſs, that what I take for true 


Humour, has not been ſo often written even by 


them, as 1s generally believed: and ſome who 
have valued themſelves, and have been eſteem'd 
by others for that kind of Writing, have ſeldom 
touch'd upon it. To make this appear to the 
World, would require a long and labour'd Diſ- 
courſe, and ſuch as I neither am able nor willing 
to undertake. But ſuch little Remarks as may 
de contain'd within the Compaſs of a Letter, and 
ſuch unpremeditated Thoughts as may be com- 
municated between Friend and Friend, without 
incurring the Cenfure of the World, or ſetting 
up for a DiQtator, you ſhall have from me, ſince 
you have enjoin'd it. ; 

To define Humour, perhaps, were as difficult 
as to define Wit; for, like that, it is of infinite 
Variety. To enumerate the ſeveral Humours of 
Men, were a Work as endleſs as to ſum up their 
ſeveral Opinions. And in my Mind the QOuot 
Homines tot Sententiæ might have been more pro- 
perly interpreted of Humour; ſince there are 
many Men of the fame Opinion in many things, 
who are yet quite different in Humours. But 
tho' we cannot certainly tell what Wit is, or what 
Humour is, -yet we may go near to ſhew ſome- 
thing which is not Wit, or not Humour, and yet 
often miſtaken for both. And ſince I.have men 
tioned Wit and Humour together, let me make 


the firſt Diſtinction between them, and ob- 


ſerve 
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ſerve to you, that Wit is often miſtaken for Hus 
A : | 5 | 

I have obſerved, that when a few Things have 

been wittily and pleaſantly ſpoken 'by any Cha- 

racter in a Comedy, it has been very uſual for 

thoſe, who make their Remarks on a Play, while 

it is aCting, to ſay, Such a Thing ts very humorouſly 
ſpoken ; There is à great deal of Humour in that 
art. Thus the Character of the Perſon ſpeak- | 
ing, may-be, ſurpriſingly and pleaſantly, is 
miſtaken for a Character of Humour; which in- 
deed is a Character of Wit; but there is a great 
difference between a Comedy, wherein there are 
many Things humorouſly, as they call it, which 
is pleaſantly ſpoken, and one where there are 
ſeveral Characters of Humour, diſtinguiſh'd by 
the particular and different Humours, appropriat- 
ed to the ſeveral Perſons repreſented, and which 
naturally ariſe from the different Conſtitutions, 
Complexions, and Diſpoſitions of Men. The 
 faying of humorous Things does not diſtinguiſh 
Characters; for every Perſon in a Comedy may 
be allowed to ſpeak them. From-a witty Man 
they are expected, and even a Fool may be per- 

_ mitted to ſtumble on them by Chance. Tho' I 
make a Difference betwixt Wit and Humour, yet 
T do not think that humorous Characters exclude 
Wit: no, but the Manner of Wit ſhould be 
adapted to the Humour. As for Inſtance, a 
Character of a ſplenetic and peeviſh Humour, 
ſhould have a ſatyrical Wit; a jolly and ſanguine 
Humour, ſhould have a facetious Wit: the for- 
mer ſhould ſpeak - poſitively ; the latter careleſly : 
for the former obſerves and ſhews Things as they 
are; the latter rather overlooks Nature, and 
, ſpeaks Things as he would have them; _— 
| | Wi 
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Wit and Humour have both of them a leſs Allay 
of Judgment than the others. | 


As Wit, ſo its Oppoſite, F olly, is ſometimes 


miſtaken for Humour. 8 
When a Poet brings a Character on the Stage, 
committing a thouſand Abſurdities, and talking 


Impertinencies, roaring aloud, and laughing im- 


moderately, on every, or rather upon no Occa- 


ſion; this is a Character of Humour. 


ls any thing more common, than to have a pre- 


tended Comedy ſtuff d with ſuch Groteſque Figures 
and Farce- Fools? Things that either are not in Na- 
ture, or if they are, are Monſters, and Births of 


Miſchance; and conſequently, as ſuch, ſhould 


be ſtifled, and huddled out of the way, like 
bootertins, that Mankind may not be ſhock'd with 


an appearing Poſſibility of the Degeneration of a 


God-like Species. For my Part, I am as willing 


to Jaugh as ay! body, and as eaſily diverted with 


an Object | 
can never care for ſeeing Things that force me 
to entertain low Thoughts of my Nature, 

don't know how it is with others, but I confeſs 
freely to you, I could never look long upon a 
Monkey without very mortifying Reflections; tho? 
I never heard any thing to the contrary why that 


ridiculous : but at the ſame time, 


Creature is not originally of a diftin& Species, 


As I don't think Humour excluſive of Wit, nei- 
ther do I think it inconſiſtent with Folly; but I 
think the Follies ſhould be only ſuch as Mens 


Humours may incline them to, and not Follies 


intirely abſtracted from both Humour and Na- 
4 

Sometimes perſonal Defects are miſrepreſented 
for Humours. . op red 


Vor. II. H I mean, 
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I mean, ſometimes Characters are barbarouſly 
expoſed on the Stage, ridiculing natural Defor. 


mities, caſual Defects in the Senſes, and Infir- 


mities of Age. Sure the Poet muſt both be very 
ill-natur'd himſelf, and think his Audience ſo, 
when he propoſes, by ſhewing a Man deform'd, 


| or deaf, or blind, to give them an agreeable En- 


tertainment ; and hopes to raiſe their Mirth by 


What is truly an Object of Compaſſion. But 


much need not be ſaid upon this Head to any 


body, eſpecially to you, who in one of your 


Letters to me concerning Mr, Johnſon's Fox, 


have juſtly excepted againſt this immoral Part of 


Ridicule in Corbaccios Character; and there I 


muſt agree with you to blame him, whom other- 


wiſe J cannot enough admire, ſor his great Maſtery 


in true Humour in Comedy. . 
External Habit of Body is often miſtaken for 


Humour. 5 . 


By external Habit, I do not 'mean the ridicu- 


lous Dreſs or Cloathing of a Character, tho' that 


oes a good way in ſome received Characters; 
(but undoubtedly a Man's Humour may incline 
him to dreſs differently from other People) but I 
mean a Singularity of Manners, Speech and Be- 
haviour, peculiar to all, or moſt of the ſame 


Country, Trade, Profeſſion or Education. 1 


cannot think that a Humour, which is only a 
Habit, or Diſpoſition contracted by Uſe or 
Cuſtom ; for by a Diſuſe or Compliance with 


other Cuſtoms, it may be worn off, or diver- 


ſified 5 < 1 | 
Affectation is generally miſtaken for Humour. 


Theſe are indeed ſo much alike, that, at a di- 
ſtance, they may be miſtaken one for the other: 


For what is Humour in one, may be Aﬀectation 
| | TM 
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in another; and nothing. is more common than 
for ſome to affect particular Ways of ſaying and 
doing Things peculiar to others, whom they ad- 
mire and would imitate. Humour is the Life, 
AﬀeQation the Picture. He that draws a Cha- 
racter of Affectation, ſhews Humour at the ſecond- 
hand; he at beſt but publiſhes a Tranſlation, and 


his Pictures are but Copies. . 
But as theſe two laſt Diſtinctions are the niceſt, 
ſo it may be moſt proper to explain them by par- 
ticular Inſtances from ſome Author of Reputation. 
Humour I take either to be born with us, and 
ſo of a natural Growth; or elſe to be grafted 
into us by ſome accidental Change in the Lonſti 
tution, or Revolution of the internal Habit of 
Body: by which it becomes, if I may ſo call it, 
Naturaliz d. 

_ _ Humour is from Nature, Habit from Cuſtom, 
and Affectation from Induſtry. ; | 
Humour ſhews us as we are. | | 
Habit ſhews us, as we appear, under a forcible 
Impreſſion. 5 < | 

Affectation ſhews what we would be, under 
a voluntary Diſguiſe. 5 

Tho' here I would obſerve by the way, that a 
5 Affectation may in time become a 
Habit. | 1 = . 
The Character of Moroſe in the Silent Woman, 
I take to be a Character of Humour. And 1 
chooſe to inſtance this Character to you, from 
many others of the ſame Author, becauſe J know 
it has been condemn'd by many as Unnatural and 
Farce: and you hive yourſelf hinted ſome Diſlike 
of it, for .the ſame Reaſon, in a Letter to me, 
concerning ſome of Fohnſer's Plays. 5 


„„ I 


. 


— 
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Let us ſuppoſe Moroſe to be a Man naturally 
Splenatick and Melancholy: is there any thing 
more offenſive to one of fuch a Diſpoſition, than 
Noiſe and Clamour ? Let any Man that has the 
Spleen (and there are enough in England) be Judge. 
We ſee common Examples of this Humour in 


Little every Day. *Tis ten to one, but three 


Parts in four of the Company that you dine with, 
are diſcompos'd and ſtartled at the cutting of a 
Cork, or ſcratching a Plate with a Knife. It is 
a Proportion of the ſame Humour, that makes 
ſuch or any other Noiſe offenſive to the Perſon 
that hears it; for there are others who will not be 


diſturbed at all by it. Well; but Moroſe, you 


will fay, is ſo extravagant, he cannot bear any 
Difcourſe or- Converſation above a Whiſper, 
Why, it is his Exceſs of this Humour thatmakes 


him become ridiculous, and qualifies his Cha- 


racter for Comedy. If the Poet had given him 
but a moderate Proportion of that Humour, tis 
odds but half the Audience would have ſided 


with the Character, and have condemn'd the Au- 


thor for expoſing a Humour which was neither 
remarkable nor ridiculous. Befides, the Diſtance 
of the Stage requires the Figure repreſented to be 

ſomething larger than the Life ; and ſure a Pic- 
ture may have Features larger in Proportion, and 
yet be very like the Original. If this Exactneſs 
of Quantity were to be obſerved in Wit, as ſome 
would have it in Humour, what would become 
of thoſe Characters that are deſign'd for Men of 
Wit ? I believe if a Poet ſhould fteal a Dialogue 
of any length from the extempore Diſcourſe of 


the two wittieſt Men upon Earth, he would find 
the Scene but coldly received by the Town, But 


to the P ſe: 
to the Purpoſe | The 


: 


of LE TI ERS. 149 
The Character of Sir Jobn Daw. in the ſame 
Play is a Character of Aﬀectation. He every 
where diſcovers an Affectation of Learning; 
when he is not only conſcious to himſelf, but the 
Audience alſo plainly perceives, that he is igno- 
rant. Of this kind are the Characters of Thraſo 
in the Eunuch of Terence, and Pyrgopolinices in 
the Miles Glorioſus of Plautus they affect to be 
thought Valiant, when both themſelves and the 


Audience know they are not. Now, ſuch a 


boaſting of Valour in Men who were really va- 
liant, would. undoubtedly be a Humuor ; for a 
fiery Diſpoſition might naturally throw a Man 
into the ſame Extravagance, which is only af- 
ſeed in the Characters I have mentioned. | 
The Character of Cob in Every Man in his Hu- 
mour, and molt of the under Characters in Bar- 


thalomew-Fair, diſcover only a Singularity of 


Manners, appropriated to the ſeveral Educations 
and Profeſſions of the Perſons repreſented. They 
are not Humours, but Habits contracted by 


Cuſtom. Under this Head oy be ranged all 


Country Clowns, Sailors, Tradeſmen, Jockies, 
Gameſters, and ſuch like, who make uſe of Cants 
or peculiar Dialects in their ſeveral Arts and Vo- 
cations, One may almoſt give a. Receipt for the 
Compoſition of ſuch a Character: for the Poet 
has nothing to do, but to collect a few proper 
Phraſes 5 — Terms of Art, and to make the 
Perſon. apply them by ridiculous "Metaphors in 
his Converfation with Characters of different 
Natures, Some late Characters of this kind have 
been very ſucceſsful ; but in my Mind they may 
be painted without much Art or Labour; ſince 
1 require little more, than a good Memory 
and ſuperficial Obſervation. But true Humour 


H 3 cannot 
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cannot be ſhewn without a Diſſection of Nature, 
and a narrow Search to diſcover the firſt Seeds 
from whence it has its Root and Growth. 

If I were to write to the World I ſhould be 
obliged to dwell longer upon each of theſe Di- 
ſtinctions and Examples; for I know that they 
would not be plain enough to all Readers : but a 
bare Hint is ſufficient to inform you of the No- 


tions which I have on this Subject; and I hope 


by this time you are of my Opinion, that Hu- 
mour is neither Wit, nor Folly, nor perſonal De- 
fect, nor Affectation, nor Habit; and yet that 
each, and all of theſe, have been both written 
and received for Humour, - . 

I ſhould be unwilling to venture even on a 


bare Deſcription of Humour, much more to 


make a Definition of it; but now my Hand is 
in, I'll tell you what ſerves me inſtead of either: 
I take it to be, A ſingular and unavoidable manner 
of doing, or ſaying any thing, peculiar and natural 
to one Man only; by which his Speech and Action 
are diſtinguiſbd from thoſe of other Men. 

Oug Humour has relation to us, and to what 
proceeds from us, as the Accidents have to a 
Subſtance: it is a Colour, Taſte, and Smell, 
diffuſed thro? all; tho' our Actions are never ſo 
many, and different in Form, they are all Splin- 
ters of the ſame Wood, and have naturally one 
Complexion ; which tho' it may be diſguiſed by 
Art, yet cannot be wholly changed : we may 
paint it with other Colours, but we cannot change 
the Grain. So the natural Sound of an Inſtru- 
ment will be diſtinguiſh'd, tho' the Notes ex- 
prefſed by it are never ſo various, and the Di- 


verſions never ſo many. Diffimulation may, b) 
degrees, become more eaſy to our Practice; but 


it 


13 
14 
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it can never abſolutely tranſubſtantiate us into 


what we would ſeem : it will always be in ſome 
Proportion a Violence upon Nature. 

A Man may change his Opinion, but I be- 
lieve he will nd it a Difficulty to-part with his 
Humour ; and there is nothing more 8 
than the being made ſenſible of that Difficulty. 
Sometimes one ſhall meet with thoſe, who per- 
| haps, innocently enough, but at the ſame time 
impertinently, will aſk the Queſtion, hy are 
you not merry? Why are you not gay, pleaſant and 
cheerful ? Then, inſtead of anfwering, could 1 
alk ſuch one, Ny are you not handſome © Thy 
| have you not black Eyes, and a better Complexion ? 
Nature abhors to be forced, 5 

The two famous Philofophers of Epheſus and 
Abdera have their different Sects at this Day; 


ſome weep, and others laugh at one and the ſame | 


thing. . | 

"7; doubt, but you have obſerved ſeveral 
Men laugh when they are angry ; others who 
are ſilent ; ſome that are loud: yet I cannot ſup- 
poſe that it is the Paſſion of Anger which is in 
_ itſelf different, or more or Jeſs in one thant'orher ; 
but that it is the Humour of the Man that is 
predominant, and urges him to exprefs it in that 
manner. Demonſtrations of Pleaſure are as va- 
rious; one Man has a Humour of retiring from 
all Company, when any thing has happen'd to 


pleaſe him beyond Expectation; he hugs himſelf 


alone, and thinks it an Addition to the Pleaſure 
to keep it ſecret. Another is upon Thorns till 


he has made Proclamation of it; and muſt make 


other People ſenſible of his Happineſs, before he 
can be ſo himſelf. So it is in Grief and other 
Paſſions. Demonſtrations of Love, and the Ef- 

Fx fects 
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to diſtingui 


— 


fects of that Paſſion upon ſeveral Humours, are 
infinitely different: but here the Ladies, who 
abound in Servants, are the beſt Judges. Talk- 
ing of the Ladies, methinks ſomething ſhould be 
obſerved of the Humour of the Fair Sex, ſince 
they are ſometimes ſo kind as to furniſh out a 
Character for Comedy, But I muſt confeſs, I 
have never made any Obſervation of what I appre- 
hend to be true Humour in Women. Perhaps 
Paſſions are too powerful in that Sex to let Hu- 
mour have its Courſe, or may-be, by reaſon of 
their natural Coldneſs, Humour cannot exert it- 
ſelf to that extravagant Degree, which it often 
does in the Male Sex: for if ever any thing does 
appear comical or ridiculous -in a Woman, I 
think it is little more than an acquir'd Folly or an 
Affectation. We may call them the weaker 
Sex; but I think the true Reaſon is, becauſe our 
Follies are ſtronger, and our Faults are more 


_ prevailing, 


One might think that the Diverſity of Hu- 
mour, which muſt be allowed to be diffuſed 
throughout Mankind, might afford endleſs Mat- 
ter for the Support of Comedies. But when we 
come cloſely to conſider that Point, and nicely 

nd the Difference of Humours, 1 be- 
lieve we ſhall find the contrary. For tho' we 
allow every Man ſomething of his own, and a 
peculiar Humour, yet every Man has it not in 


Quantity to become remarkable by it; or, if 


many do become remarkable by their Humours, 


. 105 all thoſe Humours Ay not be diverting. 


or is it only requiſite to diſtinguiſh what Hu- 
mour will be 8 but alſo how much of it, 
what Part of it to fhew in Light, and what to 
caſt in Shades; how to ſet it off in preparatory 
: 3 Scenes, 
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Scenes, and by oppoſing other Humours to it in 
the ſame Scene. Through a wrong Judgment, 
ſometimes, Mens Humours may be oppoſed when 
there is really no ſpecific Difference between 
them, only a greater - Proportion of the ſame in 


one than t' other, occaſion'd by having more 


Phlegm or Choler, or whatever the Conſtitution is, 
from whence their Humours derive their Source. 
There is infinitely more to be ſaid on this Sub- 


ject, tho perhaps I have already ſaid too much; 


but I have faid it- to a Friend, who I am ſure 
will not expoſe it, if he does not approve of it. 
I believe the Subject is — new, and was 
never touched upon before ; an 
any one to ſee this private Eſſay, it ſhould be 
| ſome one who might be provoked by my Errors 
in it, to publiſh a more judicious Treatiſe on the 
Subject. Indeed I with it were done, that the 
World being a little acquainted with the Scarcity 
of true Humour, and the Difficulty of finding 
and ſhewing it, might look a little more favour- 
ably on the Labours of them, who endeavour to 


ſearch into Nature for it, and lay it open to the 


public View. 
I don't fay, but that very entertaining and uſe- 
ful Characters, and proper for Comedy, may be 
drawn from Affectations, and thoſe other * 
lities which I have endeavour d to diſtinguiſh 
from Humour: but I would not have ſuch im- 
poſed on the World for Humour, nor eſteem'd of 
equal Value with it. It were perhaps the Work 


of a long Life to make one Comedy true in all 
its Parts, and to give every Character in it a 


true and diſtinct Humour. Therefore every 
Poet muſt be beholden to other Helps, to make 
out his Number of ridiculous Characters. But 
I think fuch a one deſerves to be broke, who 

. 1 makes 


, 
. 2 
* r 3d} -< 7 £5 
+ 22 24 x 
- — II OE — 
— — —— - 
Ir pate, e 
1 — — — 


if I would have 


* 
| | n So, — —— ; 
2 — 1 ne r — 
x7 W 8 n — — = — — — ——_— — A of 
. ————— . ——— Dm: — 
— — — GS Pr www 
or * 1 9 — . 1 - —_ 
22 — - (ne 7 — —— — ee — — 
— 
as > : — r — 


er =" 
_—_ n = —_ 


1 * 
— N _— wr p 
- Ga LE EIS 


2 

W PR — 
et, > K2 x 
ND —— 


— —u— — 


— 62 — 
1 ae © 1 
= AC N 
BY, 1+ 
© *, 
* 


* 1 


154 A fele? Col LECT ION 
makes all falſe Muſters; who does not ſhew one 
true Humour in a Comedy, but entertains his 
Audience to the end ef the Play with every thing 
out of Nature. . Ts 
Iwill make but one Obſervation to you more, 
and I have done; and that is grounded upon an 
Obſervation of your own, and which I mention'd 
at the beginning of my Letter, v:z. that there 
is more of Humour in our Engliſb Comic Writers, 
than in any others. I do not at all wonder at 
it, for I look upon Humour to be almoſt of Eng- 
of Growth ; at leaſt it does not ſeem to have 
found ſuch Increaſe on any other Soil : and what 
appears to me to be the Reaſon of it, is the 
great Freedom, Privilege, and Liberty, which 
the common People of England enjoy. Any 
Man that has a Humour, is under no Neſtraint, 
or Fear of giving it Vent: they have a Proverb 
among them, which, 1 will ſhew the 
Bent and Genius of the People, as well as a 
longer Diſcourſe: He that will haue a May-pole, 
: ſhall hav} a May-pole, This is a Maxim with 
them, and their Practice is agreeable to it. I 
believe ſomething conſiderable too may be aſcrib- 
ed to their feeding fo much on Fleſh, and the 
Groſſneſs of their Diet in general. But I have 
done, let the Phyſicians agree that. Thus you 
have my Thoughts of Humour, to my Power of 
expreſſing them in ſo little Time and Compaſs. 
Tou will be kind to ſhew me wherein I have 
erred ; and as you are very capable of giving me 
| Inſtruction, ſo I think I have a very juſt Title to 
demand it from you; being, without Reſerve, 
Your real Friend, | 
and humble Servant, 
W. CoONGREVE. 
LE T- 
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RE 0» TT 
To Congreve at T unbridge. 


Dear Sir 7 5 N | 
R. Meyle and J have impatiently expected to 
- hear from you. But if the Well which you, 
drink of had ſprung up from Lethe, you could not 
have been more forgetful of us. Indeed, as the 
Tunbridge, Water is good for the Spleen, it may 
be ſaid in ſome manner to cauſe Oblivion. But I 
will yet a while hope that Mr. Mayle and I are not 
of the Number of Things that plague you: how- 
ever, I am ſo ſenſible of your being mindful of me 
in Town, that I ſhould be ungrateful, if I ſhould 
complain that you do not remember me where 
you are. Mr. Mayle tells me that you have made 
a favourable Mention of me to a certain Lady of 
your Acquaintance, whom he calls But then 
to mortify the Old Man in me, or indeed rather 
the Young, he aſſured me that you had given a 
much better Character of him. However, for 
that which you gave of me, I cannot but-own 
myſelf obliged to you, and I look upon your 
| Kindneſs as ſo much the greater, becauſe I am 
ſenſible that I do not deſerve it. And I could 
almoſt wiſh that your good Qualities were not 
quite ſo numerous, that I might be able to make 
you fome Return in Specie : for commending you 
now, I do you but Juſtice, which a Man of Ho- 
nour will do to his Enemy; whereas you, bx 
partial Praiſe, have treated me like a Friend. I 
make no doubt, but that you do me the Juſtice 
to believe that I am perfectly yours; and that 
Fou 
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your Merit has engaged me, and your Favours 
obliged me, to be all my Life-time * 5 
Dear Sir, | 
Your humble Servant, 
Joun DE NN 18. 


ETTER XC 
Congreve 10 Dennis. 


Dear Sir, 588 

T is not more to keep my Word, than to gra- 
* bly my Inclination, that I write to you; And 
tho* I have thus long deferr'd it, I was never for- 
getful of you, nor of my Promiſe. Indeed 1 
waited in Expectation of ſomething that might 
Enable me to return the Entertainment I re- 
-ceived from your Letters; bat you repreſent the 
Town fo agreeable to me, that you quite put me 
out of Conceit with the Country, and my De- 
hens of making Obſervations upon it. | 
Before I came to Tunbrilge, | PR to my- 
felf the Satisfaction of communicating the Plea- 
ſures of the Place to you: but if I keep my Re- 
folution, I muſt tranſcribe, and return you your 
don Letters; ſince I muſt own I have met with 
nothing elſe ſo truly delightful. When you ſup- 
poſe .the Country agreeable to me, you ſuppoſe 
ſuch Reaſons why it ſhould be fo, that while I 
tead your Letter, I am of your Mind; but when 
1 look off, I find I am only charnied with th 

Landſkip which you have drawn. So that if 
would ſee a fine Prospect of the Country, I muſt 
defire you to ſend it me from the Town: as if I 
would eat good Fruit here, perhaps the beſt way 
were to beg a Baſket from my Friends in Covent- 
ES = | Garden, 
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Garden. Aſter all this, I muſt tell you there is 
a great deal of Company at Twnbridge, and ſome 
very agreeable ; but the greater Part is of that 
Sort who at home converſe only with their own 
Relations; and confequently, when they come 
abroad, have few Acquaintance, but ſuch as 
they bring with them. But were the Company 
better or worſe, I would have you expect no 
Characters from me; for I profeſs myſelf an 
Enemy to Detraction: and who is there 
that can juſtly merit Commendatian? I have a 


mind to write to you without the Pretence of 


any manner of News, as I might drink to you 
without naming a Health ; for I intend only my 
Service to you. I wiſh for you very often, that 
I might recommend you to ſome new Acquain- 
tance that I have made here, and think very 
well worth the keeping; I mean Idleneſs and a 
good Stomach. You would not think how Peo- 
ple eat here ; every body has the Appetite of an 
Oſtrich, and as they drink Steel in the Morning, 
ſo I believe at Noon they could digeſt Iron. But 
ſure you will laugh at me for calling Idleneſs a 
new Acquaintance, when, to your Knowledge, 
the greateſt part. of my Buſineſs is little better 
Ay, but here's the Comfort of the Change; 1 
am idle now without taking Pains to be ſo, or to 
make other People ſo; for Poetry is neither in 
my Head, nor in my Heart. I know not whe- 
ther theſe Waters may have any Communication 
with Lethe, but ſure I am, they have none with 
the Streams of Helicon. I have often wonder'd 
how thoſe wicked Writers of Lampoons. could 
crowd together ſuch Quantities of execrable Ver- 
ſes, tagged with bad Rhimes, as I have formerly 
ſeen ſent from this Place. But I am half of 
Opinion now, that this Well is an Anti-Hippo- 
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crene. What if we ſhould get a (panty of 


Water privately convey'd into the Ciſtern at 
Mills Coffee-houſe for an Experiment? But I 
am extravagant Tho' I remember Ben Fohn- 
fon, in his Comedy of Cynthia's Revels, makes a 
Well, which he there calls the Fountain of. Self- 
Love, to be the Source of many entertaining, 
and ridiculous Humours ; I am of Opinion, that 
ſomething very Comical and New might be 
brought upon the Stage from a Fiction of the 
like Nature. But now I talk of the Stage, pray 
if any thing new ſhould appear there, let me 
have an Account of it; for the? Plays are a 
kind of Winter-Fruit, yet I know there are now 
= then ſome Wind-falls at this time of the 

ear, which muſt be preſently ſerved up, left 
they ſhould not keep till the proper Seaſon of 
Entertainment. *Tis now the Time when the 
Sun breeds Infects, and you muſt expect to have 
the Hum and Buz about your Ears of Summer- 
Flies, ſmall Poets. Cuckows have this Time 
allow'd them to ſing, tho” they are damn'd to 
Silence all the reſt of the Year. Beſides, the 
approaching Feaſt of St. Bartholomew both cre- 
ates an Expectation, and beſpeaks an Allowance 
of unnatural Productions and monſtrous Births : 
methinks the Days of Bartholomew- Fair are like 
ſo many Sabbaths, or Days of Privilege, where- 
in Criminals and Malefactors in Poetry are per- 
mitted to creep abroad. They put me in mind 


tho' at a different Time of the Year) of the 
Roman Saturnalia, when all the Scum and Rab- 
ble, and Slaves of Rome, by a. kind of annual 

and limited Manumiſſion, were ſuffered to make 
abominable Mirth, and profane the Days of 
1 with vile Buffoonry, by Authority. But 


forget that I am writing a Poſt-Letter, and 
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run into Length like a Poet in a Dedication, 
when he forgets: his Patron to talk of himſelf, 
But I will take care to make no Apology for it, 
leſt my Excuſe (as Excuſes generally go) ſhould 
add to the Fault. Beſides, I would have no 
Appearance of formality, when I am to tell you, 
that Iam e e 

Your real Friend. 
add humble Servant, 
7 W. ConGREVEs 


LETTER: HCL 
Mr. ——— to Congreve. 


he: Lect 
1 Came home from the Land's-End Yeſterday, 
where I found three Letters from Mr. Dennis, 
and one from you, with a humorous Deſcrip- 
tion of * John Abaſſus. Since the Dubbing of 
Den Quixote, and the Coronation of Petrarch in 
the Capitol, there has not been ſo great a So- 
lemnity as the Confecration of John Abaſſus. In 
all the Pagan Ritual, I never met with the Form 
of poetical Orders; but I believe the Ceremo 
of conſecrating a Man to Apella, is the ſame with 
devoting a Man to the Dii Manes, for both are 
Martyrs to Fame. I believe not a Man of the 
Grave Club durſt affiſt at this ridiculous Scene, 
for fear of laughing out-right. V. was in his. 
Kingdom, and for my part, I would have ra- 
ther fat there than in the Houſe of Commons. 
Would to God I could laugh with you for one 
Hour or two at all the ridiculous Things that 


* A Country Poet. 
* have 
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have happen'd at Wills Coffee-houſe ſince I left 
it; tis the merrieſt Place in the World: like 
are 0 every Day produces a Monſter; and they 
. pr juit as Pliny ſays they are in Africa, 
erent Kinds come to drink, mingle 
wich — another, and beget Monſters. Preſent 
my humble Duty to my new Lord, and tell him, 
that I am preparing an Addreſs to congratulate 
his Acceſſion to the Throne of the Rabble. Tell 
the Lady, who was the Author of the Hue and 
Cry after me, ſhe might have ſent out a hundred 
Hues and Cries before ſhe would have found a 
Poet. I took an effectual Courſe not to be ap- 
prehended for a Poet; for I went down clad like 
2 Soldier, with a new Suit” of Cloaths on, and, 
J think, there could not have been a better Dif. 
uiſe for a Poet, unleſs I had ftolen Dr. B—'s 
at. Mr. Dennis ſent me down; - Afom—s 
Parody. I can fay very little of the Poem ; but as 
for the Dialogue, I think *rwas the firſt time that 
AM—— ſuffered any body to talk with him.; 
though indeed here he interrupts Mr. Boileau in 
the midſt of the firſt Word. My humble Ser- 
vice to Mr. Wychery. I deſire you would write 
me ſome News of the Stage, and what * 
you have made in your Tragedy. I am 
| Nur moſt affedttonate | 
| Friend and Servant, 


L E T T E R Xell. 
Congreve's Afr. 


Dear Sir, 
1 Can't but think that a Letter from me in 
= Londen to you in C-—, is like ſome ancient 
Correſpondence. between an Inhabitant of eh 
| + S A 


* 
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and a Cimmerian. May-be my way of Writ-- 
ing may not be ſo modeſtly compared with Ro- 
nan Epiſtles ; but the Reſemblance of the Place 
will juſtify the other Part of the Parallel: the 
ſubterraneous Habitations of the Miners, and 
the Proximity of the Bajæ, help a little; and 
while you are at B——, let B—— be Cunæ, 
and do you ſupply the Place of Sibylla. You. 
may look on this as Raillery; but J can aſſure 
you, nothing leſs than Oracles are expected 
from you in the next Parliament, if you ſuc- 
ceed in your Election, as we are pretty well 
aſſured you will. You wiſh yourfelf with us 
at Wills Coffee-houſe; all here wiſh for you, 
from the Grave Club, to the moſt puny Mem- 
ber of the Rabble : they, who can think, think 
of you, and the reſt talk. of you. There is no 
ſuch Monſter in this Africa that is not ſenſible 
of your Abſence ; even the worſt natur'd Peo- 
ple, and thoſe: of leaſt Wit,” lament it; I mean 
half Critics and Quibblers. To tell you all that 
want you, I ſhould name all the Creatures of 
Covent-Garden, which, like thoſe of Baden- Gar- 
den, would want ſome Adam: to be a Godfather, 
and give them Names. I can't tell whether 1 
may juſtly compare our Covent-Garden to that of 

den, or no; for tho' I believe we may have 
Variety of ſtrange Animals equal to Paradiſe, 
E I fear we have not amongſt us the Tree of 

nowledge. It had been much to the Diſad- 
vantage of Pliny, had the Coffee-houſe been in 
his Days; for ſure he would have deſcribed ſome 
who frequent it, which would have given him 
the Reputation of a more fabulous Writer than 
he has now. But being in our Age, it does him 
a Service ; for we wha know it, can give Faith 
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to all his Monſters, You who took care to 20 
down into the Country unlike: a Poet, I hope 
will take care not to come up again like a Po- 
litician; for then, you will add a new Monſter 
to the Coffee-houſe, that was never ſeen there 
before. So you may come back again in your 
Soldier's Coat, for in that you will no more be 
ſuſpected for a Politician than a Poet. Pray 
come upon any Terms, for you are wiſhed for 
by every body; but moſt wanted by your 


Aﬀettionate Friend and Servant, 
W. Cod GRE VI. 


LETTER XC. 
To Congreve at Tunbridge. 


Dear Sir, 5 
JV Buſineſs and my Thanks for your Kind- 
A neſs, you will find in the Inclos d, which I 
had ſent by the laſt Poſt, had not an Accident 
hinder'd it. All the Return: that I can make 
ou at preſent. is, to acquaint you with ſuch 
ews as we have. Our Friend Mr. —— went 
laſt Friday to the Bath : he promis'd to write to 
me from that Place: but it would be unreaſona- 
ble indeed to expect it. For . takes up 
his Afternoons; and his Mornings, I ſuppoſe, 
are ſpent in Contemplation at the Cro/5-Bath. 
Moſt of your Friends at the Coffee-houſe are 
diſpers d; ſome are retreated into the Country, 
in hopes of fome Favours which they expect from 
the Muſes; two or three of them are' retired in 
Town, to ruminate on ſome Favours which they 


have received from their Miſtreſſes. _ 


wa SET DEMS. 

So that the Coffee-houſe is like to grow into 
Reputation again. For if any one gives it the 
ſcandalous Denomination of the Wits : Cofftee- 
houſe, he muſt call it fo by Antiphraſis, becauſe 
there comes no Wit there. Here are two or 
three indeed, who ſet up for Wits at home, 
and endeavour to paſs for wiſe at the Coffee- 
houſe ; for they hold their Tongues there. In- 
_ deed the Coffee-houſe is generally the Exchange 
for Wit, where the Merchants meet without 
bringing the Commodity with them, which they 


leave at home in their Warehouſes, alas their 


Cloſets, while they go abroad to take a prudent” 
Care for the vending it. But you are of the 
Number of thoſe happy few, who ſo abound in 
hereditary Poſſeſſions, and in rich Returns from 
| Greece and from Italy, that you always carry ſome 
of it about you, to be liberal to your Friends of 
that which you ſell to Strangers. Mr. bab- 
bles eternally according to his old Rate, and as 
extravagantly as if he talked to himſelf ; which 
he certainly does, if no body minds him any 
more than I do. He has been juſt now inquir- 
ing what ſort of Diſtemper the en is; an in- 
fallible Sign that he is the only Man in Covent- 
Garden who does not know that he is an Afs. 
To make him ſenſible what the Spleen is, I could 
find in my heart to ſhew him himſelf, and give it 
him. If any thing reſtrains me from being re- 
venged of his Impertinence this way, tis the 
Conſideration that will make him wiſer. This 
Coxcomb naturally puts me in mind of the Stage, 
where they have lately acted ſome new Plays; 
but had there been more of them, I would not 
ſcruple to affirm, that the Stage is at preſent 'a a 
Defart and a barren Place, as ſome Part of Af- 
| | rica 
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rica is ſaid to be, tho' it abounds in Monſters. 
And yet thoſe prodigious Things have'met with 
Succeſs ; for a Fool is naturally fond of a Mon- 
ſter, becauſe he is incapable of knowing a Man. 
While you drink Steel for. your-Spleen at Tun- 
bridge, I partake of the Benefit of the Courſe 
for the Gaiety of your Letters relieves me conſi- 
derably : then what muſt your Converſation do? 
Come up and make the Experiment, and impart 
that Vigour to me, which Tunbridge has reſtored 
to you. lam 85 


Your moft hindle de pen, 
| Joun Denxis, 
LETTER XCIV. 
Mr. Smith 10 Lady 


| Madam, | 


PAying a Viſit Yefterday to Mrs, ——, I was 

inform'd of your Ladyſhip's Diſpleaſure: 
what ſhould occaſion your Indignation, I can- 
not well apprehend: I do aſſure you, no Man 


_ living has a greater Veneration for your Lady- 


ſhip, or has been readier upon all Occaſions to 
teſtify it to the World. 'Fo convince you of 
the Truth of what I fay, I will relate to you 
what happen'd laſt Saturday ; by which it will 
appear, that I have been fo far from riciculing 
your Ladyſhip, which is the Accuſation you 


- faſten upon me, that none could have given 


greater Demonſtration of his Reſpect: for being 
in Company where Mention was made of your 
Ladyſhip, not ſo hondurable indeed, as I 95 

| ve 


have wiſhed, or your Quality and Character 

might have required: I took Occaſion to do 
Julie to your Merit. Gentlemen, faid I, you 
do my Lady wrong; for my own Part, I muſt 
profeſs, I think her a very agreeable Woman. 
You cannot be ſerious ſure, replies a certain Gen- 
tleman, who had more Malice than Wit; in 


my whole Life, I never ſaw ſo hideous a Com- 


plexion. Sir, ſaid I, tis unjuſtly done to find 
Fault with a Complexion, which is none of her 
own; if her Face diſpleaſes you, blame her 
Woman who made it. But I hope, return'd he, 
you will not deny but that ſhe is red-hair'd : with 
Submiſſion, Sir, I do; to my certain Knowledge, 


ſhe has not one Hair on her Head. But then, 


her Teeth, 'all- the World muſt allow, are exe- 
crable. I deny it, Sir, for ſhe has but one that 


is bad. But you muſt grant me, her Chin is too 


long by three Inches. - But do you apprehend 
the Reaſon ? *Tis becauſe her Neck is too ſhort 


2] two. I ſee, Sir, faid he, with ſome little 
e 


Heat, you are obſtinately bent to oppoſe the 
Power of Truth; but I hope you are not ſo far 
8 as to maintain her Breath to be ſweet. 

hat Infirmity, Sir, reply; d I, is the Effect of 
the Foulneſs of her Lungs, and not of her 
Mouth; and if her Lungs are rotten, is it her 
Ladyſhip's Fault, or Nature's? And then, her 
Gait, ſays he, is the moſt diſagreeable in the 
World. You have betray'd at once, Sir, ſaid I, 
both your Malice and Ignorance; if you had 
the leaſt Acquaintance with her 2 you 
muſt have known better: alas ! poor Lady 
| ſhe has not walked without Crutches theſe ten 
Years. But then, her Conduct, J hope, you 
will not undertake: to juftify that: how does it 
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Luſt. Tis falſe, I have heard Mr. 
a thouſand times ſhe was inſatiable. 


Sy 


become old Eve, think you, to patch and paint, 
intrigue, read Romances, and Love-Verſes, talk 


ſmuttily, look amorouſly, dreſs youthfully ; in- 
ſomuch, that if it were not for her Looks, you 


could not diſtinguiſh her from her Daughter? 
Under Favour, Sr, you miſtake, tis her . 
daughter you mean. And then to keep a young 
Fellow of five and twenty to ſatisfy her brutal 
affirm 


He would have proceeded in his Defamations, 
but I deſired him to omit all farther Diſcourſe on 
that Subject, for that I could not, with Pati- 
Ence, ſupport, that a Woman of your Lady- 
{ſhip's Merit, and Virtue, and a Woman for 
whom I had ſo particular an Honour, ſhould be 


Jo impudently vilify'd and blaſphem'd to my 


Face. 


I hope by this time you are made "ſenſible, 


Madam, that I am quite another Perſon than you 
apprehend me to be, and that I am ſo far from 


Having any diſreſpectful Thoughts of your La- 


dyſhip, that no 'one of your Grand-children, 
the neareſt Relation you have remaining, could 
have gone farther in your Vindication. But I 


would not have you attribute my Defence of 


your Ladyfhip altogether to Reſpect ; give it a 


tenderer, and a truer Name, and call it Love, 
I fay Love, for let me die, Madam, if I have 


not a violent Paſſion for your Ladyſhip. I know 
you may very well ſuſpect the Truth of what 1 


ſay; for Love in me, you will tell me, ought to 


imply Beauty in you. But Love, you know 
very well, creates Beauty no leſs 1 than 
Beauty does Love. And if by the Help of Ima- 
gination, I can find out Charms in you, which 

= no 
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no body elſe can diſcover, I think I have rea- 


ſonable Foundation enough for my Paſſion ; there 
_ - is ſomething, I know not where to fix it, tis not 


in your Face or Shape, or Mien, or Air, or any 
Part of your Body; much leſs in your Mind; 
but ſomething that is ſo very agreeable ; ſome- 
thing I know not what, nor where, ſo bewitch- 
ing, that tis not in my Power to defend my 
Heart againſt you. Perhaps the malicious World 
will ſay you are old; but we know old Wine 
intoxicates more than new ; and an aged Oak is 


ſtronger than a young one. Tis with your La- 


dyſhip's Beauty, as with old Buildings when 
they fall, they deſtroy with their Ruins. As I 
profeſs myſelt an Admirer of Antiquity, by Con- 
| ſequence I ſhould have no ſmall Paſſion for your 
Ladyfhip : for I muſt tell you, Madam, there 
are finer Fragments of An in your Face, 
than any Greece or Italy can boaſt of; and more 
Beauty lies bury'd in one Wrinkle of yours, than 
in the Ruins of the moſt ſtately Arches, or moſt 
magnificent Temples. You cannot therefore 
queſtion the Sincerity of my Profeſſion, when 1 
tell you I am, Madam, with all Reality, 


Your Ladyſhip's moff paſſionate Adorer, 
To and moſt obedient humble Servant. 


LETTER: XCV. 
To Dr. Garth. 


WW Hether your Letter or your Preſcription has 

made me well, I proteſt I cannot tell ; 
but thus much I can ſay, that as the one was the 
molt nauſeous Thing I ever knew, ſo the other 
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© was the moſt entertaining, I-would gladly aſcribe 
my Cure to the laſt; and if fo, your Practice will 


become ſo univerſal, you muſt keep a Secretary 
as well as an Apothecary, x. 
The Obſervations I have made, are theſe, that 
your Preſcription ftaid not long with me, but 
your Letter has, eſpecially that Part of it where 
yu told me I was not altogether out of your 
emory : you'll find me much alter'd in every 
thing when you ſee me, but in my Eſteem for 
urſelf; I, that was as lank as a - Sag when 
left you at London, am now as plump as an 


' Ortolan. I have left off my falſe Calves, and 


had yeſterday a great Belly laid to me. A face- 
tious Widow, who is my Confident in this Af 
fair, fays, you ought to father the Child ; for he 
that lends a Man a Sword, is in ſome Part ac- 
ceffary to the Miſchief - done with it; however, 
PI forgive you the Inconvenience you've put me 


to. I believe, you were not aware you were 


giving Life to two People. Pray let me have a 
conſolatory Letter from you upon this new Ca- 
lamity; ſor nothing can be ſo welcome, except- 
ing Rain, in this ſandy Country where we live. 


The Widow faith, ſhe reſolves to be ſick, on 
Purpoſe to be acquainted with you: but I tell 


her, ſhe'll reliſh your Preſcriptions better in full 
Health: and if at this Diſtance, you can do her 
no Service, pray preſcribe her 
; Your bumble Servant, 
| I Mo 


LE T. 
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From a Gentleman vho attended the Duke- 


of Wharton Abroad. 
Dear Sir, 


1 Am juſt returned from the Gates of Death, to 
return you Thanks for your laſt kind Letter 
of Accuſations, which I am perſuaded was in- 


tended as a ſeaſonable Help to my Recollection, 
at a Time when it was neceſſary for me to ſend 
an Inquiſitor-General into my Conſcience, to 
examine and ſettle all the Abufe: that ever were 
committed in that little Court of Equity. But I 
aſſure you, your long Letter did not lay fo much 
my Faults, as my Misfortunes before me, which 
believe me, dear ———, have fallen as heavy 
and as thick as the Shower of Hail upon us two 
in E——— Foreſt, and has left me as much at a 
| Loſs which way to turn myſelf, The Pilot of 
the Ship I embark'd in, who induftriouſly ran 
upon every Rock, has at laſt ſplit the Veſſel; 
and ſo much of a ſudden, that the whole Crew, 
I mean his Domeſtics, are all left to ſwim for 
their Lives, without one friendly Plank to affiſt 
them to Shore. In ſhort, he [eft me lick, in 
debt, and without a Penny ; but, as I begin to 
recover, and have a little Time to think, I can't 
help conſidering myſelf as one whiſk'd up behind 
a Witch upon a Broomſtick, and hurried over 
Mountains and Dales, through confuſed Woods 
and thorny Thickets, and when the Charm is 
ended, and the poor Wretch dropp'd in a De- 
lart, he can give no other Account of his en- 


chanted Travels, but that he is much fatigued 
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in Body and Mind, his Clothes torn, and worſe 
in all other Cireumſtances, without being of the 
leaſt Service to himſelf. or any body elſe; but I 
will follow your Advice, with an active Reſolu- 
tion to retrieve my bad Fortune, and almoſt a 
Year miſerably miſpent. 5 

But, notwithſtanding what I have ſuffered, and 
what my Brother Madman had done to undo 
himſelf, and every body who was ſo unlucky as 
to have the leaſt Concern with him, I could not 
but be movingly touched at ſo extraordinary Vi- 
ciflitude of Fortune, to ſee a great Man fallen 
from that ſhining Light, in which I beheld him 
in the Houſe of Lords, to ſuch a Degree of Ob- 
ſeurity, that I have obſerved the meaneſt Com- 
moner here decline, and the few he would ſome- 
times faſten on, to be tired of his Company; for 

ou know he is but a bad Orator in his Cups, 
and of late has been but ſeldom' ſober. 

A Week before he left Paris, he was fo re- 
duced, that he had not one ſingle Crown at Com- 
mand, and was forced to thruſt in with any Ac- 
quaintance for a Lodging. Walſh and I have had 
him by turns, all to avoid a Crowd of Duns, - 
which he had of Sizes from fourteen hundred 
Livres to four, who hunted him fo cloſe, that he 
was forced to retire to ſome of the neighbouring 
Villages for Safety. I, ſick as I was, hurried about 
Paris to raiſe Money, and to St. Germains to get 
him Linen. I brought him one Shirt and a Cra- 
vat, with which, and five hundred Livres, his 
whole Stock, he and- his Dutcheſs, attended by 
one Servant, ſet out for Spain. All the News 
that I have heard of them ſince is, that, a Day or 


two after, he ſent for Capt. Brierly, and two or 


three of his Domeſtics, to follow ; but none vo 
e 


Ir 
the Captain obeyed the Summons. Where they 
are now I can't tell; but fear they muſt be in 
gs ay this time, if he has had no other 


upplies. And fo ends my melancholy Story. 
| : | : J am, '&c, 
LETTER XOVIL. 


SIR. | | 
THE following is a no leſs true than remark- 
able Inſtance of his late Majeſty's Goodneſs 


and Clemency extended to one of the meaneſt of 


his Subjects, wiz. one John Hur/t, a Soldier, 
in Col. Chudleigh's Regiment, quarter'd at Exe- 
ter, who was ſentenced to be ſhot to Death for 


Deſertion ; but, a few Days before the intended - 


Execution, writing a Letter to his Sweetheart, 
who lived with a certain great Lord in London 
(to whoſe Hands the Letter came by Accident) 


his Lordſhip immediately ſent it to Mr. Puliney, 


then Secretary at War, who cauſed it to be tran- 
ſlated into French, and preſented it to his Majeſty, 
who conſidering the Meanneſs of the Man, and the 
admirable Stile of his Letter, immediately or- 
dered his Pardon, though no manner of Inter- 
ceflion had been made for that Purpoſe. The 
Letter is as follows, the Original whereof is now 
in the War-office, and Copies are deſired by moſt 
of the Nobility. - 1 | a | 


ce Dear NANCY, | . 
«© Theſe unhappy mournful Lines will inform 


you, that we muſt now ſeparate for ever, and 
| I2 : „% never 
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Pol 


never more behold each other ; for, ſince my 
Departure from London, my Poverty and ſmall 
Debts made me fly for Succour to a fatal Re- 
medy : I was obliged, for Safety, to lift for a 
Soldier, and not being uſed to the Hardſhips 


they impoſe, in a ſhort time I deſerted, and 


was, within three Days after, taken Priſoner, 
and brought back to the Caſtle. In fifteen 
Days after my Confinement, a Court-Martial 
was called, where I was condemned, and am, 
the ſixth of next Month, to ſuffer Death, 
with another poor Wretch, as miſerable as 
myſelf. I muſt confeſs my Doom's ſevere ; 
but it is. too late to repent : and I do not, nor 
I cannot juſtly blame any body but myſelf. 
But my Life might have been prolonged, had 
not the Cruelty of Mr. — drove me to 
this Extremity ; for what could he expect but 
an untimely End of one, brought up to no 
Calling or Trade, and yet abandoned to the 
World, and forced to feek his Bread ? I am 
ſorry I did not acquaint him of my Misfor- 
tune; I was afraid it had been in vain. Per- 
haps, when I am gone, he may relent, and 
pity me. I wiſh ſome happy Cauſe had been 
the-Tale or Subject of my Pen ; but the Bra- 
veſt muſt ſubmit, when Fortune frowns. I 
thank God I have learned that moral Philo- 


ſophy not to fear Death; and I believe the 
Crime, for which I am to ſuffer, will be no 


Bar to my future Happineſs, if I can but make 
my Peace with Heaven, for the many Sins and 
Follies of my Youth, which I do 1 


repent of. Before I end this fatal Tale, 


muſt beg this my laſt Requeſt, that =_ would 


favour me with a Line, which will be a great 
Comfort 


E 173 
e Comfort to me, in the midſt of my Afflictions. 
« Tf you have not forgot our paſt, though un- 


cc happy Loves, let Friendſhip plead in your ten- 
0 


« der Boſom on my Behalf. I believe once I had 
„ ſome ſmall Intereſt there; and though I have 
% not carried myſelf as I ought, my Sufferings 
« now claim your Pity and your Pardon; and 
« may Heaven, in return, reward you with 
eternal Bleſſings, which was always my ſin- 
* cere and hearty Wiſh. I defire no mournful 
« Heart for me, neither let my Misfortunes 
„ trouble you; but all Night let your Heart 
„ breathe a fervent Prayer for the unhappy 


“ Wretch, who, whilſt he remains, will be 


Really yours, 


T hurſaay, Joux Huxsr. 


May 20, 1717. | 
LETTER Nun 

Dr. Swift to a young Lady on her Marriage, 
Madam, N | 


PHE Hurry and Impertinence of receiving 


and paying Viſits on Account of your Mar- 


riage being now over, you are beginning to en- 


ter into a Courſe of Life where you will want 
much Advice to divert you from falling into ma- 


ny Errors, Fopperies, and Follies, to which your 


Sex are ſubject. I have always borne an intire 
Friendſhip to your Father and Mother; and the 
Perſon they have choſen for your Huſband hath 
been, for ſome Years paſt, my particular Fa- 
vourite. I have long wiſhed you might come 

| I together, 
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together, becauſe I hoped, from the Goodneſs of 
your Diſpoſition, and by following the Counſel 
of wiſe Friends, you might, in time, make your- 
felf worthy of him. Your Parents were ſo far 
in the right, that they did not introduce you 
much into the World, whereby you avoided many 
wrong Steps, which others have taken, and have 
fewer ill Impreſſions to be removed; but they 
failed, as is generally the Caſe, in too much 


_ neglecting to cultivate your Mind, without which 


it is impoſſible to acquire or preſerve the Friend- 
thip and Efteem of a wife Man, who ſoon grows 
weary of acting the Lover, and treating his Wife 


like a Miſtreſs, but wants a reaſonable Compa- 


nion and true Friend through every Stage of 
Life. It muſt be therefore your Buſineſs to qua- 
lify yourſelf for thoſe Offices, wherein I will not 


fail to be your Director as long as] ſhall think you 
deſerve it, by letting you know how you are to 
act, and what you ought to avoid. 


And beware of deſpiſing or neglecting my In- 
ſtructions, wherein will depend not only your 
making a good Figure in the Word, but your 
own real ee as well as that of the Per- 
ſon, who ought to be the deareſt to you. 

i muſt therefore defire you, in the firſt Place 


to be very ſlow in changing the modeſt Behavi- 


our of a Virgin, It it is uſual, in young Wives, 
before they have been many Weeks married, to 


aſſume a bold forward Look and Manner of 


Talking, as if they intended to ſignify, in all 
Companies, that they were no langer Girls, and, 
conſequently, that their whole Demeaner, before 
they got a Huſband, was all but a Countenance 


and Cenftraint upon their Nature; whereas [ 


ſuppoſe, if the Votes of wiſe Men were gathered, 
tes . 


1 
. 
\ * 


r 1756 
a very great Majority would be in favour of 
thoſe Ladies, who, after they entered into that 
State, rather choſe to double their Portion of 
Modeſty and Reſervedneſs. | 
1 muſt likewiſe warn you ſtrictly againſt the 
leaſt Degree of Fondneſs to your Huſband before 
any Witneſs whatſoever, even before your near- 
eſt Relations, or the very Maids of your Cham 
ber. This Proceeding is ſo exceeding odious and 
diſguſtful to all who have good Breeding or good 
Senſe, that they aſſign two very unamiable Rea- 
ſons for it, the one is groſs Hypocriſy, the other 
has too bad a Name to mention. If there is any 
Difference to be made, your Huſband is the low- 
eſt Perſon in Company, either at home or abroad; 
and every Gentleman preſent has a better Claim 
to all Marks of Civility and Diſtinction from you. 
Conceal your Eſteem and Love in your own 
Breaſt ; referve your kind Looks and Language 
for private Hours, which are ſo many in the four 
and twenty, that they will afford time to em- 
ploy a Paſſion as exalted as any that was ever 

_ deſcribed in a French Romance. | 35 

Upon this Head I ſhould likewiſe adviſe you, 
to differ in Practice from thoſe Ladies who affect 
abundance of Uneaſineſs while their Huſbands 
are abroad, ſtart with every Knock at the Door, 
and ring the Bell inceſſantly for the Servants to 
let their Maſter in; will not eat a Bit at Dinner 
or Supper if her Hwſband happens to ſtay out, 

and receive him, at his Return, with ſuch a Med- 
ley of Chiding and Kindneſs, and catechiſing him 
where he has been, that a Shrew from Brihng/- 
gate would be the more eaſy and eligible Com- 


panion. 
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176 ſelect COLLECTION 
Of the ſame Leaven are thoſe Wives, who, 
when their Huſbands are gone a Journey, muſt - 
have a Letter every Poſt, upon pain of Fits and 
Hyſterics; and a Day muſt be fixed for a Return 
home, without the leaſt Allowance for Buſineſs, 
or Sickneſs, or Accidents, or Weather: upon 
which I can only ſay, that, in my Obſervation, 
thoſe Ladies who are apt to make the greateſt 
Clutter on ſuch Occaſions, would liberally have 
paid a Meſſenger for bringing them News that 
=, Huſbands had broken their Necks on the 
Road. | 
You will perhaps be offended, when I adviſe 
you to abate a little of that violent Paſſion for 
fine Clothes ſo predominant in your Sex. It is 
a little hard, that ours, for whoſe fake you wear 
them, are not admitted to be of your Council. 
I may venture to affirm, that we will make an 
Abatement at any time of four Pounds a Year in 
a Brocade, if the Ladies will but allow a ſuitable 
Addition of Cleanlineſs. and Sweetneſs in their 
Perſons ; for the ſatyrical Part of Mankind will 
needs believe, that it is not impoſſible to be very 
fine and very filthy; and that the Capacities of 
a Lady are ſometimes apt to fall ſhort in culti- 
vating Comelineſs and Finery together? I ſhall 
only add, upon ſo tender a Subject, what a plea- 
fant Gentleman ſaid concerning a filly Woman 
of Quality, That nothing could make her ſup- 
portable but cutting off her Head ; for his Ears 
were offended by her Tongue, and his Noſe by 
her Hair and Teeth. 
I am wholly at a loſs how to adviſe you in the 
? Choice of Company, which however 15 a Point 
| of as great Importance as any in your Life. It 
your general Acquaintance be among * 
14 wno 
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LETTERS 17 
who are your Equals or Superiors, provid- 
ed they have nothing of what is commonly 
called an ill Reputation, you think you are fafe ; 
and this, in the Stile of the World. will paſs” 
for good Company; whereas I am afraid it 
will be hard for you to pick out one Female Ac- 
quaintance in this Town, from whom you will 
not be in manifeſt Danger of contracting ſome 
Foppery, . r , Folly or Vice. Your 
only ſafe way of converſing with them is by a 
firm Reſolution to proceed in your Practice and 
Behaviour directly contrary to whatever they ſhall 
ſay or do; and this I take to be a good general 
Rule, with very few Exceptions. For inſtance, 
in the Doctrines they uſually deliver to young 
married Women for managing their Hnſbands ; 
their ſeveral Accounts of their Conduct in that 
Particular, to recommend it to your Imitation; 
the Reflections they make upon others of their 
Sex for acting differently; their Directions to 
come off with Victory, upon any Diſpute or 
Quarrel you may have with your Huſband; the 
Arts by which you may diſcover and practiſe 
upon his weak Side; when to work by Flattery 
and Inſinuation, when to melt him with Tears, 
and when to engage with a high Hand. In theſe, 
and a thouſand other Caſes, it will be prudent to- 
retain as many of their Lectures in your Memory 
as you can, and then determine to act in full 

Oppoſition to them all. | 
I hope your Huſband will interpoſe his Autho- 
rity to limit you in the Trade of Viſiting. Half 
a dozen Fools are in all Conſcience as many as 
you ſhould require, and it will be ſufficient for 
you to. ſee them twice a Year; for I think the 
| 15 Faſhion: 
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' Faſhion does not exact that Viſits ſhould be paid 


to Friends. 

I adviſe that your Company at home ſhould 
conſiſt of Men rather than Women. To fay the 
Truth, I never knew a tolerable Woman to be 
fond of her own Sex. I confeſs, when both are 
mixed and well choſen, and put their Qualities 
forward, there may be an Intercourſe of Civility 
and Good-will, which, with the Addition of ſome 
Degree of Senſe, can make Converſation or 
Amuſement agreeable; but a Knot of Ladies 
got together by themſelves, is a very School of 
mpertinence and Detraction; and it is well if 
thoſe be the worſt. 3 

Let your Men Acquaintance be of your Huſ- 


band's Choice, and not recommended to you by 


= She Companions, becauſe they will ſurely fix 
a Coxcomb upon you; and it will coſt you ſome 
Time and Pains before you can arrive at the 
Knowledge of diſtinguiſhing ſuch a one from a 
Man of Senſe, | 

Never take a favourite Waiting-maid into 
your Cabinet- council, to entertain you with 
Hiſtories of thoſe Ladies whom ſhe has formerly 
ſerved, of their Diverſions and their Dreſſings; 
to infinuate how great a Fortune you brought, 
and how little you are allowed to ſquander; to 
appeal to her from your Huſband, and to be de- 
termined by her Judgment, becauſe you are fure 
it will always be for you; to receive and difcard 


Servants by her Approbation and Diſlike ; to en- 
gage you, by her Inſinuations, into Miſunder- 


ſtandings with your beſt Friends; to repreſent all 


things In falſe Colours, and to be the common 


Emiſſary of Scandal. | 
But 
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But the great Affair of your Life will be to 
gain and preſerve the Friendſhip and Eſteem of 
your Huſband. You are married to a Man of 
good Education and Learning, of an excellent 
Underſtanding, and an exact Taſte, it is true; 
and it is happy for you that theſe Qualities in 
him are adorned with great Modeſty, a moſt 
amiable Sweetneſs of Temper, and an unuſual 
Diſpoſition to Sobriety and Virtue? but neither 
Good-nature nor Virtue will ſuffer him to eſteem 
you againſt his Judgment. And although he is 
not capable of uſing you ill; yet you will, in 
time, grow a thing indifferent, and perhaps con- 
temptible, unleſs you can ſupply the Loſs of 
Youth and Beauty with more durable Qualities. 


You have but a very few Years to be young and 


handſome in the Eyes of the World, and as few 
Months to be ſo in the Eyes of a Huſband who 
is not a Fool; for I hope you do not ſtill dream 


of Charms and Raptures, which Marfiage ever did 


and ever will put an End to. Beſides, yours was 
a Match of Prudence and common Good-liking, 
without any Mixture of that ridiculous Paſſion, 
which has no Being but in Play-books and Ro- 
mances. | b 
Jou muſt uſe, therefore, all Endeavours to at- 
tain. to ſome Degree of thoſe Accompliſhments 
which your Huſband moſt values in other Peo- 
ple, and for which he is moſt valued himſelf; 
you muſt improve your Mind by purſuing ſuch a 
Method of Study as I ſhall dire& or approve of; 
you mult get a Collection of Hiftory and Travels, 
which I will recommend to you, and ſpend ſome 
Hours every Day in reading of them, and mak- 
ing Extracts from them. If your Memory be 
weak, you muſt invite Perſons of Knowledge and 
* | Under- 
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Underſtanding to an Acquaintance with you, by 
whoſe Converſation you may learn to correct 
you Taſte and Judgment; and when you can 
ring yourſelf to comprehend and reliſh the good 
Senſe of others, you will arrive in time to think 
rightly ar and become a. reaſonable and 
agreeable Companion. This muſt produce in 
your Huſband a true. rational Love and Efteem 
for you, which old Age will not diminiſh. He 
will have Regard for your Judgment and Opi- 
nion in Matters of the greateſt Weight; you will 
be able to entertain each other,. without a third 
Perſon to relieve you by finding Diſcourſe. The 
Endowments .of your Mind will even make your 


* 


Perſon more agreeable to him ; and when you 
are alone, Jour Time will not lie heavy upon 
» for want of ſome trifling Amuſe- 


your Han 
ment. | 
As little Reſpect as I have for the Generality 
of your Sex, it. hath ſometimes moved me with. 
Pity to ſee the Lady of the Houſe forced to with- 
draw immediately after Dinner, and this in Fa- 
milies where there is not much Drinking; as if 
it were an eſtabliſn'd Maxim, that Women © 
are incapable of Converſation, In a Room 
where both Sexes: meet, if the Men are diſ- 
courſing upon any general Subject, the Ladies 
never think it their Buſineſs to partake in what 
paſſes; but, in a ſeparate Club, entertain each 
other with the Price and Choice of Lace and 
Silk, and what Dreſſes they liked or diſapproved 
at the Church or Play-houſe : and when you are 
among yourſelves, how naturally, after the firit 
Compliments, do you apply your Hands to each 
other's Lappets, and Ruffles, and Mantuas, as 
if the whole Buſineſs of your Lives, and the * 


I EE DD „ wh 
lic Concern of the World, depended upon the 


Cut and Colour of your Dreſſes: as Divines 
ſay, That ſome People take more Pains to be 
damn'd, than it would coſt them to be faved ; 
ſo your Sex employs more Thought, Memory, 
and Application to be Fools, than would ſerve 


to make them wiſe and uſeful, When I reflect 


on this, I cannot conceive you to be human 
Creatures; but a ſort of Species, hardly a De- 
gee above a Monkey, who has more diverting 


ricks than any of you, is an Animal leſs . mif- - 


chievous and expenſive, might in time be a toler- 
able Critic in Velvet and Brocade, and for aught 
I know, would equally become them. 

I would have you look upon Finery as a ne- 
ceſſary Folly, as all great Ladies did whom 1 
have ever known. I do not deſire you to be out 
of the Faſhion, but to be the laſt and leaſt in it. 
] expect that your Dreſs ſhould be one Degree 
below what your Fortune can afford; and in your 


own Heart J would wiſh you to be an utter 


Contemner of all Diſtinctions which a fine Pet- 
ticoat can give you, becauſe it will neither make 
you richer, handſomer, younger, better-natured, 
more virtuous or wiſe than if it hung upon a 


eg. 1 55 

| 5 you are in Company with Men of Learn- 
ing, though they happen to diſcourſe of Arts and 
Sciences, out of your Compaſs, you will get 
more Advantage by liſtening to them, than from 
all the Nonſenſe and Frippery of your own Sex; 
but if they be Men of Breeding as well as Learn- 
ing, they will ſeldom engage in any Converſa- 
tion where you ought not to be a Hearer, and 
in time have your Parts. If they talk of the 
Manners. and Cuſtoms of the ſeveral tt” 
| of 
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of Europe, of Travels into remoter Nations, of 


the State of their own Countries, or of the great 


Men and Actions of Greece and Nome, if they 


give their Judgment upon £Erngly/h and French 
riters, either in Verſe or Proſe, or of the Na- 
ture and Limits of Virtue and Vice, it is a Shame 
for an Engliſb Lady not to reliſh ſuch Diſcourſes, 
not to improve by them, and endeavour, by 
Reading and Information, to have her Share in 
thoſe Entertainments; rather than turn aſide, as 
it is the uſual Cuſtom, and conſult with the Wo- 
man who fits next her about a new Cargo of 

It is a little hard that not one Gentleman's 
Daughter in a thouſand ſhould be brought to 
read or underſtand her own natural Tongue, or 
be Judge of the eaſieſt Books that are written 
in it, as any one may find, when they are diſ- 
poſed to mangle a Play or a Novel, where the 
Jeaſt Word out of the common Road is ſure to 
diſconcert them. It is no Wonder, when they 
are not ſo much as taught to ſpell in their Child- 


hood, nor can ever attain to it in their whole 


Lives. I adviſe you, therefore, to read aloud 


more or leſs every Day to your Huſband, if he 
will permit you, or to any other Friend (but not 


a Female one) who is able to ſet you right; and 


as for Spelling, you may compaſs it in time, by 


making Collections from the Books you read. 
I know very well that thoſe who are common- 


ly called Learned Women, have loſt all man- 


ner of Credit, by their impertinent Talkative- 


neſs and Conceit of themſelves ; but there is an 


eaſy Remedy for this, if you once conſider that 
after the Pains you may be at, you never can 
arrive in point of Learning, to the Perfection of 


% 


— 


f 
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' 2 School-boy. The Reading I would adviſe you 
to, is only for Improvement of your ewn good 
Senſe, which will never fail of being mended by 
| Diſcretion. It is a wrong Method and ill Choice 
of Books, that makes thoſe learned Ladies juſt 
ſo much worſe for what they have read, and 
therefore it ſhall be my Care to direct you bet- 
ter, a Taſk for which I take myſelf to be 

not ill-qualified, becauſe I have ſpent more Time, 
and have had more Opportunities than many 
others, to obſerve and difcover from what Sources 
the various Follies of Women are derived. 

Pray obſerve how inſignificant Things are the 
common Race of Ladies, when they have paſſed 
their Youth and Beauty, how contemptible they 
appear to the Men, and yet more contempti- 
ble to the younger Part of their own Sex, and 
have no Relief but in paſſing their Afternoons 
in Viſits where they are never acceptable, and 
their Evenings at Cards among each other, while 
the former Part of the Day is ſpent in Spleen and 
Envy, or in vain Endeavours to repair by Art 
and Dreſs the Ruins of Time; whereas J have 
known Ladies at Sixty, to whom all the polite 
Part of the Court and Town, paid their Ad- 
dreſſes, without any farther View, than that of 
enjoying the Pleaſure of their Converſation. 

I am ignorant of any one Quality that is ami- 
able in a Man, which is not equally fo in a Wo- 
man ; I do not except even Modeſty and Gen- 
tleneſs of Nature, nor do I know one Vice or 
Folly, which is not equally deteſtable in both, 
there is indeed one Infirmity which ſeems to be 
generally allowed you, I mean that of Cowar- 
dice, yet there ſhould'ſeem to be ſomething very 
capricious, that when Women proſeſs their Admi- 

hs ration 
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ration for a Colonel or a Captain, on account os 
his Valour, they ſhould fancy it a very graceful 
becoming Quality in themſelves to be afraid of 
their own Shadows; to ſcream in a Barge when 
the Weather is calmeſt, or in a Coach at the 
Ring ; 'to run from a Cow at a hundred Yards 
diſtance ; to fall into Fits at the Sight of a Spi- 
der, an Earwig, or a Frog; at leaſt if Cowardice 
be a Sign of Cruelty (as it is generally granted) 
J can hardly think it an Accompliſhment fo de- 
ſirable as to be thought worth improving by Af- 
fectation. 5 

And as the ſame Virtue equally becomes both 
Sexes, ſo there is no Quality whereby Women 
endeavour to diſtinguiſh themſelves from Men, 
for which they are not juſt ſo much the worſe, 
except that only of Reſervedneſs, which, how- 
ever, as you generally manage it, is nothing elſe 
but Affectation or Hypocriſy ; for as you cannot 
too much diſcountenance thoſe of our Sex who 
preſume to take unbecoming Liberty before you, 
fo you ought to be wholly unconſtrained in the 
Company of deſerving Men, when you have had 
ſufficient Experience of their Diſcretion. 

There is never wanting in this Town a Tribe 
of bold, ſwaggering, rattling Ladies, whoſe Ta- 
lents paſs among Coxcombs for Wit and Humour; 
their e hes in rude choaking Expreſſions, 
and what they call running a Man down. If a 
Gentleman in their Company, happens to have a 
Blemiſh in his Birth or Perſon, if any Misfor- 
tune hath befallen his Family or himſelf, for which 
he is aſhamed, they will be ſure to give him broad 
Hints of it without any Provocation. I would 
recommend you to the Acquaintance of a com- 
mon Proſtitute, rather than to that of ſuch Ter- 

| | = magants 
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magants as theſe, I have often thought that no 
Man is obliged to ſuppoſe ſuch Creatures to be 


Women, but to treat them like inſolent Raſcals, 
diſguiſed in female Habits, who ought to be ſtript 


D 


and kicked down Stairs. 

I will add one thing, although it be a little out 
of Place, which is to defire that you will learn 
to value and eſteem your Huſband for thoſe good 
Qualities he really poſſeſſeth, and not to fancy 
others in him which he certainly hath not, for 
although this latter is generally underſtood to be 
a Mark of Love, yet it is. indeed nothing but 
Affectation or ill Judgment. It is true he wants 


ſo very few Accompliſhments, that you are in 


no great Danger of erring on this fide, but my 
Caution is occaſioned by a Lady of your Ac- 


quaintance, married to a very valuable Perſon 


whom yet ſhe is ſo unfortunate” as to be always 


commending for thoſe Perfections to which he 


can leaſt pretend. . 

I can give you no Advice upon the Article of 
Expence, only I think you ought to be well in- 
formed how much your Huſhand's Revenue a- 
mounts to, and be fo good a Computer as to keep 
within it, in that Part of the Management which 
falls to your Share; and not to put yourſelf in 
the Number of thoſe politic Ladies, who think 
they gain a great Point when they have teazed 
their Huſbands to buy them a new Equipage, a 
laced Head, or a fine Petticoat; without once 
conſidering what long Scores remain unpaid to 
the Butcher. „„ 


I defire you will keep this Letter in your Ca- 


binet, and often examine impartially your whole 
Conduct by it, and ſo God bleſs you, and 
make you a fair Example to your Sex, and a per- 
| petual 
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petual Comfort to your Huſband and your Pa- 
rents, I am, with great Truth and Affection, 


Madam, a 
Your moſt faithful Friend, 
and humble Servant, &c. 
LET TEN Ne. 
Mr. Pilkington 1 Dr. Delany. 


Dear Dockor, 5 

H O' you expected to ſee me the happieſt 
4 Man in the World, by the extraordinary 
Honours which I receiv'd from his Excellency ; 
yet I cannot forbear acquainting you, you are 
greatly diſappointed in that reſpect. : 


Before I receiv'd his Bounty (which far ſur- 
paſſed my Hopes, and was more the Effect of 
his Generoſity than any Merit of mine) I thought 
Riches were fo neceſſary an Ingredient in human 
Life, that it was ſcarce poſſible to attain any De- 
gree of Happineſs without them. - 

I imagin'd, that if I had but a competent Sum, 
1 ſhould have no Care, no Trouble to diſcom- 
pore my Thoughts, nothing to withdraw my 

ind from Virtue and the Mufes ; but that, if 
poſſible, I ſhould enjoy a more exalted Degree 
of Content and Delight than I had hitherto: 

but now I perceive theſe kind of Notions to have 
been the pure genuine Effect of a very empty 
Fae. | 

My Hopes are vaniſh'd at the Increaſe of my 

Fortune ; my Opinion of Things is of a _ 


7 * 
1. 
* 11 


r 
ſo altered, that I am taught to pity none ſo much 
zs the Rich; who, by my Computation (after 
three tedious Weeks Experience) muſt of neceſ- 


ſity have an Income of Plagues, proportioned to 


their Fortunes. „ 1 
I know this Declaration ſurpriſes you; but, in 
order to convince you, I will, as exactly as poſ- 


ſible, ſet down, by way of Diary, the different 


Emotions of Mind which I labour'd under dur- 
ing the firſt three Weeks Guardianſhip (for I 


can hardly call it a Poſſeſſion) of that ſame un- 


fortunate, Care-bringing Fifty Pounds ; and have 
not the leaſt Doubt, but you will believe my Aſ- 
ſertions to be true. ; Or: 
Monday, Feb. 16. 5 

Received this Morning the agreeable News of 
being ordered to wait on his Excellency the Lord 
Carteret, but ſuffered a great deal of Perplexity 
about appearing before one in ſo eminent a Sta- 
tion, and more admired and eminent for Learn- 
ing, and every other Perfection of the Mind---- 
went however to the Caſtle ---- met with a very 
gracious Reception --- had full Proof of that 


Affability, Wiſdom, and Generofity, for which 


his Excellency is ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſh'd, and 
which I knew before only by the Teſtimonies of 
others was order'd to go to Mr. T---, to re- 
ceive the Prem. um appointed by my Lord. 
Memorandum, I imagin'd my Stature greatly 
increas'd, and walked more erect than uſual, went 
in high Spirits to the Secretary's (but, as a Draw- 
back to my Happineſs) receiv'd the diſpiriting 


Account of his being confin'd to his Chamber 


denied Admittance. s 
Memorandum, his Excellency eaſier of Acceſs 
than his Officer. 1 N 


5 Tueſday, 


— 
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pe: | Tueſday, 17. 5 
The Secretary ſtill fick --- paid a Viſit to his 

Street-door about Twelve --- return'd melan- 

choly. ©. | 

Wedneſday, | ditto. 
Thurſaay, | ditto. 
Friday, ditto, 
Saturday, ditto. 
Stendays , ö 


O! *twas a dreadful Interval of Time ! 


Monday, 23. 

- Ordered to wait again on Mr. 7--- ; but hap- 
pening to be over eager to receive the Sum, ! 
haſten'd away too unſeaſonably, about half an 
Hour after Fwelve, and found him aſleep. 

Memorandum, admitted this Morning to ſtand 
in the Hall, and not at the Door as hath been 
flanderouſſy and maliciouſly reported; I preſume 
becauſe it happened fo at other times. b 

Walked in the Piazzas till after One, rumi- 

| m— on the various Hopes and Fears with which 
my Mind has been tormented this Week paſt --- 
could not forbear repeating aloud, the two Lines 
of the Libel which a Lidentally are not more true 

of Mr. Addiſon, than this Friend, 9 


l do, grown a Miniſter of State,; 


Sees Poets at his Levee watt. 
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Memorandum, not under any Apprehenſion of 
being underſtood by any Perſons walking there, 
which were only a few Lawyers and a Parſon or 

EWO — HE: 
Saunter again to the Secretary's out of 
Hope permitted now to go into a wide 
1 1 5 unfurniſhed 
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unfurniſned Apartment ——— in half an Hour's 


Time admitted to his Preſence received a 


Bill of fifty Pounds — returned with great 


Delight. — 8 5 5 

I now imagined that nothing was wanting to 
make me really happy: I pleaſed myſelf alſo 
with the Thought of communicating Happineſs 
to my Friends who would ſhare in my Succeſs, 
and particularly to you, whoare unwearied in en- 
deavouring to promote the Sar, of others 
How far I was diſappointed will appear by the 
Sequel —— ſo to proceed with my Diary. — 

i wrapt up my Bill very carefully — yet could 
not bear looking atit ſometimes, though not oftner 
than at every Street's length: But mark the 
Inſtability of all human Affairs -As I was 


very attentively reading it, a pert ſwaggering Fel- 


low ruſhes by me -I immediately ſuſpected an 


Attempt upon my Treaſure — looked as earneſtly. 


as I dared in the Fellow's Face, and thought I 
read Robbery in the Lines of his Counte- 
nance - ſo haſtily ſlipt my Bill into my Pocket 
without its Cover met a Friend, told him 
of my Succeſs. and the Generoſity of his 
8 but pulling out the Bank Note 
haſtily, tore it in the Middle —— diſmally fright- 
ned came Home ſhewed it to m 


Wife was more terrified at hearing that it 


would now be of no Value —— received ſeveral 
Compliments from her for my Care of it 


and that I was likely to be rich, ſince I took ſuch 


Pains to preſerve what I got and the like—- 


went directly in a Fit of Anger and Vexation to 


Henry's Bank — ſmiled a little, and ſpoke ſub- 
mihyely to the Clerk obtained a new Bill 
| 4 returned 
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returned 6; ao in great Joy —— all things 


ſettled amicably between us. Ty 
Memorandum, Found upon Inquiry that the 


ill-favour'd Gentleman abovementioned, was one 
7 e 


Mr. —— what d'ye call him the Attorney 

of whom I need not have been in ſuch Terror, 

fince he was never known to be guilty of ſuch an 

Action in a public Way, _ 
Monday Night, 12 o' Clock. 


Went to Bed as uſual but found myſelf 
violently pulled till I awoke—— ſeized with a 
very great Trembling, when I heard a Voice 
crying Take care of the Bill —— found im- 
mediately it proceeded from the Concern of my 
Bedfellow, who it ſeems was as ill formed to 
poſſeſs great Riches as myſelf ——pitied her -—- 
told her it was ſafe fell aſleep ſoon, but was 
in leſs than two Hours rouzed again with her 


crying My Dear My Dear are you 
fure it is ſaſe? don't yen hear ſome Noiſe 
there? lay my Life there's Robbers in the 
Room ] Lard have Mercy upon us what 


a hideous Fellow I juft now ſaw by my Bed-ſide with 
4 drawn Sword or did I dream it? — 
trembled a little at her Suſpicions ſlumber'd 
but was awaked a third Time in the ſame 

Manner roſe about Six, much diſcompoſed 
| received a very ſolemn Charge to be watch- 
ful againſt Accidents and let me beg of yu, 
my Dear, to have a great Care of the Bull, 


| Tueſday, 24. 


Become extremely impatient to have this tor- 
menting Bill changed into Money, out of a Be- 


lief that it would be then leſs liable to Accidents, 
breaking 
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breaking of Bankers, &c. —— went to one 
Bank and was refuſed —— yet was afhamed to 
go to Henrys ſo ſoon 
get it exchanged after a great Variety of Schemes 
and Journies to ſeveral Places 


and Extent of my Riches —— all the reſt of the 
Day fat contriving where to lay it —— what Part 
of the Houſe would be moſt ſecure——what Place 
would be leaſt ſuſpected by Thieves, if any ſhould 

perceived my Mind more diſturbed 
with having ſo much Money in my Cuſtody, than 
J was before | OE | 


| Tueſday Night, 14 o' Clock. 


Went round my Houſe to inſpect my Doors, 
whether they were all ſafe perceived a great 
Deficiency of Bars, Bolts, Locks, Latches, 
Door- chains, Window-ſhuts, Fire-arms, &c. 
which I never had taken the leaſt Notice of be- 
fore peeped with great Circumſpection un- 
der the Beds reſolved to watch this Night, 
and prepare Expedients for my Security next 
Morning —— watched accordingly 


Wedneſday, 25. 1 


Extremely fatigued with laſt Night's Watch- 
ing —— conſulted ſeveral Hours about preſerving 
my Wealth, believed it moſt ſafe in Bills, after 
mature Deliberation hurried away to the Bank 
and took a Bill for it — came away with an eaſier 
Mind — walked about two Streets length chear- 
fully —— but began to reflect that if my Load 
was lighter, yet on the other Hand the Bill might 


. again be torn, be dropt, be miſlaid —— went back 
in haſte once more receiv'd it in Money — 
a | brought 


contrived however to 


came home 
ſpread it upon a Table to ſee the utmoſt Bounds 
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brought it home — looked frequently be- 
hind me as I walked — hid it reſolved to. 
lay out the greateſt Part of it in Plate - be- 
ſpoke it was, ti prepared my Fire-arms 


—— went to Bed —— not one Wink of Sleep 
all this Night. - — - 


- Thurſaay, 26, 
Looked a little paler To-day than * — 


but not much concerned at that, ſince it was 


miſinterpreted by my Friends for the Effects of 


hard Study invited abroad to Dinner 
went ſat down to Table, but in that dread- 
ful Moment recollected that my Cloſet, where my 


- whole Treaſure was depoſited, was left open — 


was obſerved to change Colour and look terri- 
fied —— not Macbeth fo ſtartled when he ſaw 
the Ghoſt of murdered Banguo at the Feaſt 
Memorandum, Money a perpetual Apparition | 
to the covetous Mind. 


but EPI, too late for Dinner — faſted — fret- 


ted well faith 'St. Paul _ _ is the 


Root of all Evil. 


T hurſday Night, 12 0 * Clock. 


Hired a.Watchman to guard my Doors — 
went to Bed — but no Sleep — the fame Mind- 


plaguing Riches floated uppermoſt in my Thoughts 


methinks they cried — Sleep no more! 
Mealth has murder d Sleep! — ſlumbered however 


a little towards Morning — dreamt of nothing but 


Robbers, Aſſaſſins, Spettres, Plames, Hurricanes, 
— waked in great Terror. 


Dear Doctor, it would be too tedious to pur- 
ſue the dreadful Narration any farther, eve +; Day 
adminiſtred new Cauſe of Uneaſineſs, nor did my 


Concern 


Ran diſtractedly Home -— found all ſafe, | 
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Concern forſake me even in the midſt of Com 
pany and Wine. S „5 5 

T ill T had the Plate ſent Home I was uneaſy, 
leſt after I had ordered it to be made I ſhould be 
robbed of my Money, and then not . be able to 
pay for it, and when I had it once in my Poſſeſ- 
ſion, I trembled every Inſtant for fear of loſing 
it for ever. . 5 

When at Home I was afraid of being mur- 
dered for my Subſtance, and when Abroad I was 
much terrified with the Apprehenſion that either 
my Servants might poſſibly be diſhoneſt, and ſo 
contrive to deprive me of it while I was guarding 
it, or eke that by Careleſſneſs they might ſet. fire 
to my Houſe, and deſtroy it all at once. | 

Every Bell J heard ring I immediately imagin'd 
to be a Fire- bell; and every Fire- bell alarmed me 
with a Belief that my own Houſe was in a Blaze; 
ſo that I was plagued without Interruption. 

Since I have recovered myſelf a little, I have 
made an exact Calculation of the Quantity of 
Pleaſure and Pain which I endured, and I ſhall 
ſhew you the juſt Balance, the more fully te 
convince you. 


Ü faithful Account of the Happineſs and Miſery of 
| 1 Pilkington Clerk, 2 the 732 
eleven Days, on receiving fifty Pounds from his 
Excellency the Lord Carteret. 

| | HAPPY. 1 Days Hours Min. 

During the whole Time of be- 

ing with my Lord, and till I% oO 01 OO 

- went to the Secretary's 

By telling my Succeſs to ſeveral 3 
Friends, and deſcribing his . oo O3 Ol 
cellenty's Perſon and Perfections 

Vor. II. K By 


Which was torn, and pacifying 
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5 Days Hours Ming 


a Brought over 7 I 06 Or 
8 the Sum fom  - Loo o0 


| 5 8 
By obtaining the new Bill for that 74 


8 2 


my fe 


** 


5 * _ 9 


Total of Happineſs, oo 07 04 


MISERABLE, DaysHours Min, 

All the Remainder , 10 16 56 
To conclude all, to keep my Mind as calm 
and quiet as it was in the Days of Poverty; 1 
have expended thirty two Pounds in Plate, to be a 


Monument of his Excellency's Generoſity to 


me ; and that Plate I have lodged at a rich Neigh- 


bour's Houſe for its Security. About ten Pounds 


F have expended. in fortifying my Houſe, againſt 


the next Money Misfortune may happen to me, 


of which however at preſent there appears no 
great Danger : and if providentially my Fortune 
be advanced, I hope to bear it with greater Re- 
ſolution, and to be in a better Condition to pre- 


ſerve it, I am 9 


Dear Doctor, | 
: Your affettionate 
Friend and Servant, 
MAT. PILKINGTON, 


e 


LET- 


LETTER . 
EE KW": 

To Colonel Rn, in Spain. 5 
DEFORE this can reach the beſt of Huf 


bands and the fondeſt Lover, thoſe tender 
Names will be no more of Concern to me. The 


Indiſpoſition in which you, to obey the Dictates 


of your Honour and Duty, left me, has increaſ- 


ed upon me; and I am acquainted, by my Phy- 


ſicians, I cannot live a Week longer. At this 
time my Spirits fail me ; and it is the ardent Love 
I have for you that carries me beyond my Strength, 
and enables me to tell you, the, moſt painful 
thing in the Proſpect of Death is, that I muſt 
part with you; but let it be a Comfort to you 
that I have no Guilt hangs upon ine, no. unre- 
pented Folly that retards me ; but I paſs away 
my laſt Hours in Reflection upon the Happineſs 
we have lived in together, and in Sorrow that it 
is ſo foon to have an End, This is a Frailty 


which I hope is fo far from being criminal, that 


methinks there is a kind of Piety in being ſo un- 


willing to be feparated from a State which is the 


Inſtitution of Heaven, and in which we have liv- 
ed according to its Laws. As weknow no more 
of the next Life, but that it will be an happy 
one to the Good, and miſerable to the Wicked, 
why may we not pleaſe ourſelves at leaſt, to al- 
leviate the Difficulty of reſigning this Being, in 


imagining that we ſhall have a Senſe of what 


paſſes below, and may poſſibly be employed in 
guiding the Steps of thoſe with whom we walk- 
ed with Innocence when mortal ? Why may I 
not hope to go on in my uſual Work, and, though 
| K 2 unknown 
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unknown to you, be aſſiſtant in all the Conflicts 
of your Mind? Give me leave to ſay to you, 
O beſt of Men! that I cannot figure to myſelf a 


greater Happineſs than in ſuch an Employment ; 


to be preſent at all the Adventures to which hu- 
man Life is expoſed ; to adminiſter Slumber to 
thy Eye-lids in the Agonies of a Fever ; to cover 
thy beloved Face in the Day of Battle; to go 
with thee a guardian Angel, incapable of Wound 
or Pain, where I have longed to attend thee, when 
a weak, a fearful Woman. Theſe, my Dear, 
are-the Thoughts with which I warm my poor 
languid Heart; but indeed I am not capable, 
under my preſent Weakneſs, of bearing the 
ſtrong Agonies of Mind I fall into, when I 
form to myſelf the Grief you muſt be in upon 


your firſt hearing of my Departure, I will not 


dwell upon this, becauſe your kind and generous 
Heart will be but the more afflicted, the more 
the Perſon, for whom you lament, offers you 
Conſolation. My laſt Breath will, if I am my- 
ſelf, expire in a Prayer for you. I fhall never 
ſee thy Face again, | | 
Farewel for ever. 


ET TR TI - 
A Letter from Lyons. 


Sr, 
I Do not queſtion but that you have for this 

Month expected a Letter from me, and that 
perhaps with a little Impatience, ſince this is a 
Time which may afford Variety of News; of 
which, who mult not now be deſirous? But all 


the 
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the Time I was at Paris I had ſo much Sick- 
neſs, that that might well ſuperſede any Obliga- 
tion Jlaid under: for let a Promiſe be never fo 
binding, and never ſo much a Debt, who could 
take care of paying ſo trifling a one, when a 
moſt - ſevere and importunate Creditor, Nature, 
calls for her's? Nor now, when at length that 
Excuſe is wanting to me, are you like to receive 
ſuch a Letter, as perhaps might be moſt wel- 
come to you in this Conjuncture. For if I ſhould 
ſend you the Truth in diſguiſe, perhaps you might 
not diſcover her. And is this a Time to expoſe her 
naked to the World, when her Nakedneſs, which 
is only the Effect of her Innocence, by many 
would be miſtaken for Lewdneſs, and by more 
for Barbarity? I will then ſay nothing of the 


Affairs of Europe, nor ours, though I could find 


much to ſay of them both, for now I converſe 
with a People who are as full of Talk as they are 
inquiſitive. But ſince I am taking my Leave of 


that People, I will confine my Diſcourſe to 


them. 

But before I begin I will uſe plain Dealing 
with you (a Thing which they never did yet 
oy any one) and tell you that I mortally hate 

em. 8 | | 
Yet never- ſhall my native nor acquir'd Anti- 
pathy ſuborn me to ſay any thing that is falſe of 


them. I will do like a Painter, who will draw 


the true Reſemblance of the Face that is molt 
provoking. But then I muſt give you this Cau- 


tion, that what I have to ſay, though it be true, 


in ſome meaſure, of all of them, yet it is chief- 
ly to be confined to the middle Sort of the Na- 
tion ; for beſides, that I have moſt converſed 
with them, as a Stranger muſt of Neceflity be 
| 2 forced 
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198 A ſeles CortlecTIONn 
forced to do, the Genius of a Nation moſt 
plainly appears in the middle Sort of its People ; 
for great Education, which attends high Birth, or 
high Fortune, very often improves, or corrupts, 
or ſophiſticates Nature; whilſt in thoſe of the 
middle State ſhe remains unmixed and unaltered. 
Theſe then J have found in the firſt Place ex- 
eeſſively vain. Every Man here is a Narciſſus, 
and in the Flattering-glaſs of his own falſe Ima- 
gination, is eternally gazing upon himfelf ; or at 
leaft upon what he takes upon himſelf. For in 
this their Errors are different; for as that me- 
lancholy Boy took himſelf for another, theſe 
merry Fools take ſomething elſe for themſelves : 
for nothing in Nature is more unlike, than the 
Picture which a Frenchman draws of himſelf, 

It would be needleſs to inſiſt longer on this, 
for they have fo long made Sport for their neigh- 
bouring Nations, by extravagant and abſurd Com- 
mendations of their own, that to endeavour to 
bring Proofs of their Vanity would be ſomething 
more ridiculous than that. Now this is certain, 
that he who abounds in Vanity can want no Af- 
fectation: for Affectation is nothing but a 
fruitleſs Attempt to counterfeit and falſify Nature. 

For when a Man impotently endeavours to 
appear what he really is not, or what he is in- 
capable of being, Nuture grows impatient, and 
ſtruggles to be freed from the Conſtraint that is 
put upon her; and in the Strife there appears. 
fomething ſo. odious, that all who are Lovers of 
her cannot but hate the Perſon who endeavours 
fo rudely to force her. Now Nature in Man 1s. 
various; ſhe is gay in one, and froward in ano- 
ther; ſhe is delicate in a Third, in a Fourth ſhe 
is groſs, and there is not a Man in a Million, 

whom 
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whom Heaven made fit for all things, and will 
be offering at all things. Now ſuch have been 
always, and will be always affected: and ſuch 
are the People with whom I have lately converſed; 
and I have more particularly remarked in ſome of 
their Provincial Gentlemen, that in their Endea- 
vours to ſhew their Admiration mingled with a 
gentle Paſſion, they are guilty of Affectations ſo 
monſtrous, that an Eugliſo Fop is not capable of 
them. TSS . 355 

Another neceſſary Effect of their Vanity is 
their Aſſurance, or in our Language, their Im- 
pudence; for Modeſty is nothing but the Fear of 
diſpleaſing, when a Man believes, or at leaſt ſuſ- 
pets, that he is defective, which is the Reaſon 
that renders it lovely to all, whenever it is join- 
ed with good - Qualities. For it flatters and 
ſooths our Self-love, of which no Man can 
wholly diveſt himſelf, by aſſuring us that we 
are eſteemed and preferred. Now how can any 
one have Fear of diſpleaſing, who imagines him- 


ſelf all Perfection, and who, ſwell'd with the Ve 


nom of Pride, like the Toad in the Fable, be- 
heves himſelf greater than thoſe, with whoſe 
Greatneſs he holds not the leaſt Proportion. 
The French then are affected and impudent; 

which are but the neceſſary Effects of that na- 
tional Vice, their Vanity. But then they have 
one very good Quality, which proceeds from the 
ſame Vanity, And that is their extraordinary Ci- 
vility to Strangers. For they are civil to us, not 


for our Satisfaction, but their own; not as they 


imagine it a Duty, but an Accompliſhment. 
Tis to pleaſe himſelf, that a Frenchman is offici- 
ous to me, and tries to honour himſclf, that he 
bows to others. VF 5 
K 4 I am 
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200 ſſtledt ColilxtcTtion 
I am pretty confident that I am not deceived 
here. For I have found by ſome Obſervation, 
and ſome Thinking, that there is little Good- 
nature amongſt them ; for they will deceive or 
betray you at the very ſame Time they oblige 
ou. : | SOR | 
Thus have I given you an imperfect Account 
of ſuch of their Qualities as are moſt conſpi- 
cuous in them : There are ſome which lie more 
hidden, but I have ſaid enough to tire myſelf 
and you, 1 
Lyons, r Yours, &c 
15, Octob. f To 


ET TER OI. 
A Journey over the Al ps. 


ers + | | 
J Here ſend you a Journal of my Journey from 
* Lyons hither, in which you will find that Ac- 
count of the Alps, which you ſo earneſtly deſir- 
ed of me before I came out of England. I have 
taken no notice of the Towns in Savoy, nor ſo 
much as the Rock of Montmelian, but have con- 
fined myſelf to a Subject you ſeem to affect ſo 
much. . | 
On the 19th of October we ſet out from Lyons, 
and came that Night to Veſpellier, thro' a fair 
Plain, which was ſometimes arable and ſometimes 
Paſture, and bounded with Rows of Hills, at that 
Juſt Diſtance as gave, tho' not a large, an agree- 
able Proſpect. _ | 
October 20, we came by Noon thro' the ſame 
Plain, which grew to be ſometimes a Marſh to 
a Bourg called Tour du Pin; from thence after 
| Dinner 
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Dinner we continued our way, thro' whole 
Groves of Walnut and Cheſnut Trees, to Pont 
Beau Voiſin, being the Bridge that ſeparates 
France and Savoy. 3 ET, 

October 21, we enter'd Savoy in the Morning 
and paſs'd over Mount Aiguebellete, The At- 
cent was the more eaſy, becauſe it wound about 
the Mountain; but as foon as we had conquer'd 
one Half of it, the unuſual Height in which we 
found ourſelves, the impending Rock that hung 
over us, the dreadful Depth of the Precipice, 


and the Torrent that roar'd at the Bottom, gave 


us ſuch a View as was altogether new and a- 
mazing. VV 3 
On the other fide of that Torrent, was 2 
Mountain that equal'd. ours, about the Diſtance 
of thirty Yards from us : Its craggy Clifts, which 
we half diſcern'd thro' the miſty Gloom of Clouds 
that ſurrounded them, ſometimes gave us a hor- 
rid Profpet, and ſometimes its Face appear'd 
ſmooth and beautiful as the moſt even and fruit- 
ful Valley. So different from themſelves were 
the different Parts of it ; in the very ſame place 
Nature was ſeen ſevere and wanton. In the 
mean time we walked upon the very Brink (in 
a literal Senſe) of Deſtruction; one Stumble, 
and both Life and Carcaſs had been at once 
deſtroy'd. . 22 5 | 

'The Senſe of all this produc'd different Mo- 
tions in me, viz. A delightſul Horror, a terrible 
Joy; and at the ſame time that I was infinitely 
pleaſed, I trembled. | 5 : 
From thence we went thro' a pleaſant Valley 
. bounded with high Mountains, whoſe high, but 
yet verdant Tops, ſeem'd at once to forbid and 
invite Men, After we had march'd for a League 
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202 A fele# Corltcrion 
thro* the Plain, we arrived at the Place which 
they call La Cave, where the late Duke of Savoy, 
in the Year 70, ſtruck out a Paſſage thro' a 
rocky Mountain, that had always been before 
impaſſable; performing that by the Force of 
Gun-Powder, which Thunderbolts or Earthquakes 
could ſcarce have effected. This Paſſage is a 
Quarter of an Engliſß Mile, made with incre- 
dible Labour, and the Expence of four Millions 
of Liures. At the Entrance into it, is the fol- 
lowing pompous Inſeription. | 


Carolus Emanuel Secundus, Subamqdiæ Dux, Pe- 
demontani Princeps, pri Rex; publica felicitate 
parted, fingulorum commodis intentus, breviorem, 


fecurtoremgue hanc viam regiam, a natura occulſam, 


Romants imentatem, ceteris deſparatam, everſis ſco- 
polorum repagulis, æguata Montium iniquitate, que 
cer vicibus impendebant precipitia pedibus ſubſternens,, 
eternts popmiorum commercrts patefecit. | 


At Chamberry we dined, the capital Town 
of Savoy. In our Way from thence to Mont- 
melian, Nature ſeem'd quite to have chang'd her 
Face. There cragged Rocks look'd horrid to 
the Eye, and: Hills appear'd on every Side of 
fo ſtupendious an Height, that the Company was 
divided, at a Diſtance, whether they. ſhould be- 
Keve them to be funny Clouds, or the ſnowy 


Tops of Mountains. There appear'd a Hill 


with its Top quite hid in black Clouds; and 
beyond that Hill above theſe Clouds, ſome high- 
er Mountain ſhew'd its hoary Head. With this 
ſtrange Entertainment by the Way, we came at 
Night to Mentmelian. 2 
8 


—— 
— 
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On the 22d, we ſet forward in the Morning. 
The Mountains appear'd to grow ftill more 
lofty. We dined that Day at Aiguebelle. In 
the Afternoon we proceeded on our Way fome- 
times through the Plain, and ſometimes on the 
Side of the Alpe, with which we were hemmed 
in on all Sides. We then began that Day to have 
the additional Diverſion of a Forrent, that ran 
fometimes with Fury beneath us, and of the 
Noiſe of the Caſcades, or the Downfal of Waters, 
which fometimes came tumbling amain from the 
Precipices. We lay that Night at La Chambre. 
On the 23d, the Morning was very cold, 


which made us have difmal Apprehenfions of 


Mount Cenis, ſince we felt its Influence fo ſe- 
verely at ſo great a Diſtance. We arrived by 
Noon at St. Michael; in the Afternoon we con- 
continued our Journey moſtly upon the Sides of 
the Mountains, which were ſometimes all cover- 
ed with Pines, and fometimes cultivated; even in 
Places where one would ſwear the thing were im- 
poſſible, for they were only not perpendicular. 
We lay that Night at Modane. 5 


October 24. Modane is within a dozen Miles 


of Mount Cenis, and therefore the next Morn- 
ing we felt the Cold more ſeverely. We went 
to Dinner at Laneburg, ſituated at the Foot of 
Mount Cenis. | EE 

As ſoon as we had dined, we ſent our Horſes 
about, and getting upon Mules, began to aſcend: 
the Mountain. T could not forbear looking back 
now and then to contemplate the Town and the 
Vale beneath me. When ] was arrived within a 


hundred. Yards of the Top, I could ftill diſcern 
Laneburg at the Bottom, diſtant three tedious. 


Miles from me. What an amazing Diftance'! 
| i. : Think 
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Think what an Impreflion a Place muft make 
upon you, which you ſhould ſee as far under you, 
as it is from your Hquſe to Hampſtead. And 
here I wiſh I had Force to do Right to. this re- 
nown'd Paſlage of the Alps. Tis an eaſy thing 
to deſcribe Rome or Naples to you, becauſe you 
have ſeen ſomething yourſelf that holds, at leaſt, 
ſome Refemblance with them; but impoflible to 
ſet a Mountain before your Eyes that is inac- 
ceſlible almoſt to the Sight, _ wearies the very 


Eye to climb it: for when I tell you that we 


were arriv'd within a hundred Yards of the Top, 
I mean only the Plain, thro? which we after- 
wards paſſed, but there is another vaſt Mountain 
ſtill upon that. 5 

If theſe Hills were firſt made with the World 


(as has been a long time thought) and Nature 


-deſign'd them only as a Mound, to incloſe her 
Garden, /taly, then we may well ſay of her, 


what ſome affirm of great Wits, that her care- 
lefs, irregular and boldeſt Stiokes, are moſt ad- 


mirable; for the Alps are Works which ſhe 
Teems to have deſign'd, and executed too, in 


Fury; yetſhe moves us leſs, where ſhe ſtudies 
to pleaſe us more. I am delighted, *tis true, with 
the Proſpect of Hills and Vallies, of flowry 
Meads and murmuring Streams; yet it is a De- 


light that is conſiſtent with Reaſon, a Delight - 


that creates and improves Meditation. | 

But tranſporting Pleaſure follow'd the Sight of 
the Albs; and what unuſual Tranſports, think 
you, were thoſe, that were mingled with Hor- 
rors, and ſometimes almoſt with Deſpair ? But 
if theſe Mountains were not a Creation, but 
form'd by univerſal Deſtruction, when the Arch, 
with a mighty Flaw, diſſolved, and fell 4 | 
| | vaſt 


vaſt Abyſs (which ſurely is the beſt Opinion) then 
are theſe Ruins of the old World the greateſt 
Wonders of the new; for they are not only 
vaſt, but horrid, hideous, ghaſtly Ruins. | 

After we had galloped a League over the 
Plain, and came at laſt to deſcend, through 
the very Bowels, as it were, of the Mountain; 
(for we ſeem'd to be incloſed on all Sides) what 
an aſtoniſhing Proſpect was there! Ruins upon 
Ruins in monſtrous Heaps, and Heaven and 
Earth confounded. The uncouth Rocks that 
were above us, Rocks that were void of all 
Form, but what they had received from Ruin, 
the frightful View of the Precipices, and the 
foaming Waters that threw themſelves headlong 
down from them, made up ſuch a Concert for 
the Eye, as that ſort of Muſic does for the 
Ear, in which Horror can be join'd with Har- 

mony. | | — 
Il am afraid that you will think J have ſaid too 
much; yet if you had but ſeen what I have done, 
ou would ſurely think that I have ſaid too little: 
however, Hyperboles might eaſily here be for- 
given. The Alps appear to be Nature's Extra- 
vagances, and who ſhould bluſh to be guilty of 
Extravagances in Words that make mention of 
hers ? But tis time to proceed. We deſcended 
in Chairs. The Deſcent was four Engh/h Miles. 
We paſſed thro' Novaleſe, ſituate at the Foot of 
Mount Cenis on the Side of Itah, and lay that 
Night at Suſe, We dined the next Day at 
Fillane, and thro' a pleaſant Valley came that 
Night to this Place, N 

Jam, &c. 


Turin, 


* 
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LETTER Ow. 
Mr. Locke to the Reverend Mr. King. 
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Sir, VU 

YOURS of the 4th Inftant J received; and 

though I am conſcious I do not deferve thoſe 

_ advantageous things which your Civility fays of 
me in it, give me leave to aſſure you, that the 
Offer of my Service to you, which you are 
pleaſed to take notice of, is that Part which I 
Hall not fail to make good on all Occaſions. 
Lou aſk me, bat is the horteſ? NY Way. 
for a young Gentlemen to attain a true Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian Religion, in the full and juft Extent ef 
# ? For fo I underſtand your Queſtion; if 1 
have miſtaken it, you muſt ſet me right. And 
to this I have a ſhort and plain Anſwer. Let 
him fludy the holy Scriptare, eſpecially the New 
Teftament, wherein. are contained the Words of 
eternal Life; it has God for its Author, Salva- 
tion for its End, and Truth, without any Mix- 
ture of Error, for its Matter. So that it is a 
Wonder to me, how any one, profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity, that would. ſeriouſly ſet himfelf to know 

- His Religion, ſhould be in any Doubt where 
to employ his Search, and lay out his Pains for 
his. Information, when he knows a Book, where- 
in all is contained pure and intire, and whither, 
at laſt, every one muſt have recourſe, to verify 
that of it which he finds any where elſe. 

The other Queſtion, which IT think I may 
call two or three, will require a larger Anſwer. 

As to Morality, which, I take it, is the firit 

in thoſe things which you inquire after, 1 5 


VV 
beſt to be found in the Book that I have already 
recommended to you; but becauſe you may per- 
haps think, that, the better to obſerve thoſe 
Rules, a little Warning may not be inconveni- 
ent, and ſome Method of ranging them be uſe- 
ful for the Memory, I recommend to you the 


Whole Duty of Man, as a methodical Syſtem; 


and if you defire a larger View of the Parts o 


Merality,, I know not where you will find thenr 
ſo well and diſtinctly explained, and fo ſtrongly 
enforced, as in the practical Divines of the Chuck 


of England.. The Sermons of Dr. Barrow, Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, and Dr. Whichot are Maſter- 


pieces in this kind; not to name abundance of 


others who excel on that Subject, if you have a 


mind to ſee how far human Reaſon advanced 
in the Diſcovery of Morality, you'll have a good: 
Specimen-in Tullys Offices; unleſs you have a 
mind to look farther back, into the opp from. 


whence he drew his Rules, and then you muſt 


conſult Ariſtotle, and the other Greet Philo- 
ſopher s. | 15 5 
Though Prudence be reckoned among the 
Cardinal Virtues, yet I do not remember any 
profeſſed Treatiſe of Morality, where it is treat- 
ed in its full Extent, and with that Accurancy it 
ought ; for which, poſſibly, this may be a Rea- 
ſon, that every imprudent Action does not make 
a Man culpable in Foro Conſcientiæ. The Buſi- 
neſs of Morality I look upon to be, the avoiding; 
of Crimes of Prudence, Inconveniencies ; the 
Foundation whereof lies in knowing Men and 
Manners, Hiſtory teaches this beſt, next to. 
Experience; which is the only effectual Way to 
get a Knowledge of the World. As to the 


les of Prudence, in the Conduct of common. 
Life 
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Life; tho' there be ſeveral that have employ'd 
their Pens therein, yet theſe Writers have their 

Eyes ſo fixt on Conveniency, that they ſometimes 
loſe the Sight of Virtue, and do not take care 
to keep themſelves always clear from the Bor- 
ders of Diſhoneſty ; while they are tracing out, 

what they take to be ſometimes, the ſecureſt 
Way to Succeſs : moſt of thoſe that, I have ſeen 
on this Subject, having, as it ſeem'd to me, ſome- 
thing of this Defect. So that I know none that 

I can confidently recommend to your young 

Gentlemen, but the Son of Syrac. 
To complete a Man in the Practice of human 
Offices (for to that tend your Inquiries) there is 

one thing more required; which, tho' it be or- 
dinarily confider'd as diſtinct from both Virtue 
and Prudence, yet I think it is fo nearly ally'd to 
them, that he will ſcarce keep himſelf from Slips 
in both who is without : that which I mean is 
Good. breeding. The School for a young Gentle- 
man to learn it in, is the Converſation of thoſe 
who are wel-bred, | 
As to the laſt Part of your Inquiry, which is, 
after Books that will giue an Inſight into the Con- 

fittution of the Government, and real Intereſt of his 

Country; to proceed orderly in this, I think the 
Foundation ſhould be laid in inquiring into the . 

Ground and Nature of Civil Society; and how it is 

form'd on different Models of Government ; and 
what are the ſeveral Species of it. Ariſlotle is 
allow'd a Mafter-piece in this Science; and few 
enter upon the Conſideration of Government, 
without reading his Politics. Hereunto ſhould be 
added, true Notions of Laws in general ; and 
Property, the Subject- matter about which Laws 
are made. He that would acquaint himſelf = 
Hs 83 | the 


of LE T-T-ER:S. as 
the former of theſe, ſhould thoroughly ſtudy the 

judicious: Hooker's firſt Book of Eccle/raftical Po- 
lity. And Property I have no where found more 
clearly explain d, than in a Book, intituled, Tws 
Treatiſes on Government, But, not to load your 
young Gentlemen with too many Books on this 
Subject, which requires more . than 
| R give me leave to recommend to him 
 Puffenderf's little Treatiſe De Officio Hominis & 
Civis. | e | 

To get an Inſight into the particular Conſti- 
tution of the Government of his own Country, 


will require a little more Reading, unleſs he 


will content himſelf with ſuch a ſuperficial 
Knowledge of it, as is contain'd in Chamber- 
layne s State of England, or Smith de Republica 
Anglicana. Your Inquiry manifeſtly looks far- 
ther than that; and to attain ſuch a Knowledge 
of it, as becomes a Gentleman of England to 
have, to the Purpoſe you mention, I think he 
ſhould read our ancient Lawyers, ſuch as Brac- 
ton, Fleta, the Mirror of Fuſtice, &c. which 
75 Couſin “ Xing can better direct you to than 
; joining with them the Hiſtory of England 
under the Romans, and ſo continuing it down 
quite to our Times, reading it always in thoſe 
Authors who lived neareſt thoſe Times; their 
Names you will find, and Characters often, in 
Mr. TyrrelPs Hiſtory of England: to which if 
there be added a ſerious Conſideration of the 
Laws made in each Reign, and how far any of 


them influenced the Conſtitution; all theſe to- 
gether will give him a full Infight into what you 


delire. 


* Sir Peter King. As 


11 16 
11 


210 A ſelet Col lErTIoW . 
As to the Intere/t of any Country: that, tis 
manifeſt, lies in its Proſperity and Security; 
Plenty of well- employed People, and Riches 
within, and good Alliances abroad, make its 
Strength: but the Ways of attaining theſe com- 
prehend all the Arts of Peace and War, the Ma- 
nagement of Trade, the Employment of the 
Poor, and all thoſe other things that belong to 
the Adminiſtration of the Public; which are 
fo many, ſo various, and fo changeable, accord- 
ing to the mutable State of Men and Things in 
the World, that tis not ſtrange if a very ſmall 
Part of this conſiſts in Book-learning : he that 
would know it, muſt have his Eyes open upon 
the preſent State of Affairs, and from thence 
take his Meaſures of what is good, or prejudi- 
cial, to the Intereſt of his Country. | 
You fee how ready I am to obey your Com- 
mands, tho* in Matters wherein I am ſenſible of 
my own Ignorance. I am ſo little acquainted 
with Books, efpecially on theſe Subjects relating 
to Politics, that you muſt forgive me, if perhaps 
J have not named to you the beſt in every kind; 
and you muſt take it as a Mark of Readineſs to 
ſerve you, if I have ventur'd fo far out of what 
lay in my Way of Reading, in the Days when 
F had Leifure to converſe with Books. The 
Knowledge of the Bible, and the Buſineſs of his 
Calling, is enough for an ordinary Man: A Gen- 
tleman ought to go farther, | 
Thoſe of this Place return their Service 2nd 
Thanks, for the Honour of your Remembrance. 


\ 
J am, &c. 
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LE 1 E 1 . 
To the S 4 M X. 


Dear Sir, TT 
] AM forry to find that the Queſtion which was 

the moſt material, and my Mind was moſt 
upon, was anſwer'd ſo little to your Satisfaction, 
that you are fain to aſk it again: ſince therefore 
you aſk me a ſecond time, What is the beſt Me- 
.thod to ſtudy Religion? J muſt afk you, Fhat Re- 
 ligion you mean ? For if it be, as JI underſtood 
you before, the Chriſtian Religion, in its full Ex- 
tent and Purity, I can make no other Anſwer 
than what I did, viz. That the only May to attain 
a certain Knowledge of that, is ta ſtudy the holy 
Scripture ; and my Reaſon is, becauſe the Chri- 
ſian Religion is à Revelation from God Almighty, 
which is contain'd in the Bible; and fo all the 
Knowledge we- can have of it muſt be deriv'd 
from thence. But if you aſk, which is the beſt 
Way to get the Knowledge of the Romifh, Lu- 
theran, or Reformed Religion; of this or that par- 
ticular Church, &c. each whereof intitles itfelf 
to be the true Chriſtian Religion, with ſome kind 
of Excluſion or Diminution to the reſt, that 
will not be hard to tell you : but then it is plain, 
that the Books that beft teach you any of theſe, 
do moſt remove you from all the reſt : and, in 
this way of ftudying, you pitch upon one as the 
right, before you know it to be fo: whereas that 
Choice ſhould be the Reſult of your Study of 
the Chriſtian Religion in the ſacred Scriptures. . 
And the Method: I have propoſed would, I pre- 
ö ſume, 
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ſume, bring you the ſureſt Way to that Church, 
which I imagine you already think moſt con- 
formable to the Word of Cad. tb | 
1 find the Letter you laſt honour'd me with 

contains a new Queſtion, and that a very material 
one, viz, What is the beſt Way of interpret- 
ing the ſacred Scripture ? Taking interpreting to 
mean zwunder/tanding, I think the beſt Way for 
Teſta- 

ment. (for of that, the Queſtion will here be in 
the place) is to read it aſſiduouſly and dili- 
ary 3 and, if it can be, in the Original. I 
o not mean, to read every day ſome certain 

Number of Chapters, as is uſual ; but to read it 
ſo, as to ſtudy and conſider; and not leave, 
till you are ſatisfy d that you have got the true 
Meaning 


To this Purpoſe, it will be neceſſary to take 


the Aſſiſtance of Interpreters and Commentators ; 
ſuch as are thoſe called the Cr:1ics, and Pool's 
Synopſis Criticorum, Dr. Hammond, on the New 
Teſtament, and Dr, Whitby, &. 

I ſhould not think it convenient to multiply 
Books of this kind, were there any one I could 
direct you to that was infallible. But you will 
not think it ſtrange if I tell you, that, after all, 
you muſt make uſe of your own Judgment, when 
you conſider, that it is, and always will be, im- 
poſſible to find an Expoſitor whom you can blind- 
fold rely upon, and cannot be miſtaken in fol- 
lowing. Such a Reſignation as that is due to 


the Holy Scriptures alone, which are dictated by 


the Holy Spirit of God. 
Such Writings as Mr. Mede's, and Dr. Light- 


fort's, are very much conducive to lead us into a 


true Senſe of the Sacred Scriptures. > 
"ay Kel : 


ä , : 


+ 
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As to the Method of reading them, Order re- 
uires, that the Four Evangeliſis ſhould, in the 
fit place, be well ſtudied, and thoroughly un- 
derſtood : they all, treating of the fame Subject, 

do give great Light to one another; and, I think, 
may with the greateſt Advantage be read in Har- 
mony. To this Purpoſe Monſieur le Clerc's, or 
Mr. Mhiſton's, Harmony of the four Evangeli/ts, 

will be of uſe, and fave a great deal of Time 
and Trouble in turning the Bible : they are now 
both in Engliſ̃; and Monſieur Je Clerc's has a 
Paraphraſe. But if you would read the Evange- 
Is in the Original, Monſieur le Clerc's Edition 
_— Harmony in Greek and Latin will be the 
beſt. | ts 
If you find that by this Method you advance 
in the Knowledge of the Goſpel, when you have 
laid a Foundation there to your Satisfaction, it 
will not be hard to add what may help you for- 
wards in the Study of the other Parts of the New 

Teſtament, 25 | 
But I have troubled you too much already ; 

for which I beg your Pardon; and 


Am, &c, 


Oats, Sept, 275 
1704. 
IZ ©. 
From Mr. in London, 0 his Friend 
| at Exeter. 
Sir, 


A® it is common for all Perſons when deprived 
of a certain Happineſs, to uſe all Endeavours 

to make their Loſs leſs grievous ; ſo, Sir, though, 

I am by the Diſtance between us, deprived 


the 
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| the Pleaſure of your Company, give me leave to 
#8 keep up the Friendſhip between us, by an Epiſto- 
= lary Correſpondence, and having little elſe to 
| write to you, ſhall only ſend you a ſhort Ac- 


| 
| 
| 
vl count of what occurred the moſt "remarkable in 
1 my Journey to London. Tho Sir, you may 
5 . think that we have all the News in Town, 
| yet favour me with a Letter, and draw me from 
1 the Inquietude and Fears of being by Abſence 
blotted from your Memory. 
| 
| 


In our firſt Day's Journey nothing ſignal be- 
fell us, ſave that the Coachman ſtopt at leaſt a 
dozen Times to drink and light his Pipe. Fur- 
thermore, a hard Shower of, Rain fell upon us 
five Miles beyond Dorche/ter, but wet us not, 
we being in the Stage-Coach ; 'we dined this 
Day upon a Leg of Mutton and Spinage, and 
had good Southam Cyder. 

As ſoon as we came to qur Inn, I took a View 
of Dorche/ter. It has a Market-Houſe in the 
Middle of it, and there is a River running by it, 
1n which it is credibly reported there are fome 
Fiſh, We ſupped this Night upon a Neck of 
Mutton and Broth, and ſome rare October as pale 
as Sack, and as ſoft as Sherry, and as ſtrong as 
Brandy — Rare Beer, indeed! 

When we came to Piddle Town, they brought 
us ſome run Wine; it was ſmall and ſour, ſo 
that I (being alſo faſting) could not drink above 
a Quart thereof. When we came to Blandford 
J allo took a View thereof, it has alſo a Market- 
houſe in the Center, and a River running by it, 
near unto which, there is Store of Meadow- 
Ground: I ſaw there a very comely bay Geld- 
ing, lame of the String-halt—it was a thouſand 

Pities— We dined this Day, upon a good ſat 
: | Ee Gammon 
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Gammon and Greens, and had moreover excel - 
lent October; ES | 1 

We ſtopt in Cranbourn Chaſes at a ſmall Hut 
upon the high Way; where 1 g 
ing Glaſs of rare French Brandy, and eat a Biſ- 
cuit; the Ways here are very good, being all 
upon the Down, and you ſee on every Side 
Flocks of Sheep: we dined this Day upon Beef 
and Carrots, the October not ſtrong enough. 


When we came to Sai/bury, I walked into the 


Market-Place and round it, for at leaſt a quarter 
of an Hour, becauſe I would be able to give a 
ood Account of this City. It lies low, and has 
Water about it; it has a large Market-place, 
and they ſay, they have a brave large Church, 
but our Beer at the Inn, was very bad — We 
ſupped this Night, on Bacon and Fowls — the 
October ſtark enough. 1 15 
Stockbridge is famous for ſtore of Fiſh, upon 
which, I concluded before I ſaw it, that it had a 
good River near it, and it proved fo. Here I 
drank ſome bottled Ale, and a Dram after it: 
excellent French Brandy ! Sutton has nothing ex- 
traordinary, but that it is a poor, little, ordinary 
Town. We dined this Day, upon a Hog's 
Face and a couple of Rabbits. No good Beer 
 Baſing/loke ſtands upon the Side of a Hill, and 
near it there is a Common ; there is alſo, hard 
by, .a Deer Park, belonging to ſome great Duke, 
but I know not who it may be, it is like he has 
a Place -at Court, for they ſay he ſeldom lives 
here: here we drank a Dram, and I jogged on. 
We lay at Hertford Bridge. It ſtands cloſe by 


a good Heath, twenty Miles over, for aught I 


know to the contrary 3 my Landlady was a Wi- 
4 dow 


gulped a thwack- 


*, 
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dow Woman, and a very good Woman ſhe was 
never ſupped better in my Life- time. | 
We had Bacon and Eggs, and a roaſted Tur- 
key, and ſome good brown Beer. As we went 
through the aforeſaid Heath, we ſaw a Gibbet 
where a Highwayman had been hanged May 
they all come to the ſame untimely Fate ! 5 
Egham is a long Town, not worth the Pains 
to deſcribe it ſo exactly as I have deſcribed the 
reſt : there are two or three Inns in it, but ne- 
ver a Market-houſe : here I firſt ſaw the River 
Thames — and a lovely faveet River it is We 
dined at Tim Harris's ; we had a Leg of boiled 
Pork and Turnips, and ſome curious Red Port ; 
the Maid of the Houſe knew me, but I pretend- 
ed not to know her, for I ſuppoſe ſhe expected 
ſomething from me; ſo I thought it became us 
Travellers, to carry our Wits about us. 
Brentferd is the longeſt Town I ever ſaw, it 
ſtands upon the aforeſaid River Thames, and has 
a Market-houſe in it. Here I ſaw. ſitting upon 
a Bench in the Street, a grave, fat, old Gentle- 
man, with Whiſkers and a fur Cap; he had 
likewiſe on, a long, grave Coat; I bowed to 
him, taking him to be the Mayor of the Town, 
but they told me he was a Waterman paſt Buſi- 
neſs— Here I drank half a Pint of Liſbon, Very 
good ! 8 1 8 
Beyond Hammerſmith, I began to ſee a great 
many fine Houſes on both Sides of the aforeſaid 
River Thames; I was ſurpriſed to hear that many 
of them belonged to Tradeſmen in the City; for 
I thought they all belonged to noble Dukes. Juſt 
as we came into Hammerſmith, a Wheel broke 
off from the Coach, and while it was * 
\ | | 8 85 | I went 
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TV 
] went to an Alehouſe, where I aſked the Tap- 
ſter ſeveral Queſtions about the Place, and 
the People; as well knowing that we Travellers 
ſhould improve ourſelves. He proved in Con- 
verſation to be an underſtanding Lad, for I found 
he had been once at a Grammar School; fo. 
when I paid for my Pint of Ale, I gave him a 
Penny over and above for himſelf. The Ale 
here was but poor Stuff. The Country here- 
abouts is well wooded, and very full of People. 
At Kenſington the King has a fine Houſe, and, 
large Garden. Here are alſo ſeveral other Gar- 
dens very fine; but (more Shame is theirs) they 
{ell whatever they produce. The Ale here is 
ſtark enough. We went through Hide-parꝶ to 
London, which is as pretty a Piece of Road as 
ever Crow flew over. 1 e 
London, is certainly the greateſt City upon 
Earth; at leaſt there is nothing like it in De- 
vanſhire ; but our Beer is infinitely better than 
theirs, which is as black as Bull's Blood, and 
as thick as Muſtard. Every thing is ſhamefully 
| dear here; you pay half a Crown or three Shil- 
lings for a Chicken, which, with us, would not 
ield above a Groat or Fivepence ; but th 
han ſo many Cuſtomers, that they aſk and have 
juſt what they pleaſe. You ſee a great many 
Coaches ftanding in the Street ready to be hired, 
and they will carry a Beggar for his Money, as 
ſoon as a Lord, and ſooner ; for they ſay, that 
Perſons of Quality inſtead of paying the Coach- 
man do often run him through the Body, and it 
ſeems there is no Law againſt Lords, which is 
the Reaſon that Perſons of Quality are greater 
than any fort of Men whatſoever. Theſe 
Coaches are very convenient, if they were not 


— 
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ſo confounded dear; but if one of them carries 
you but three Doors, he will have a Shilling: 
Whereas in our Country, you may have a Cou- 
ple of Horſes a dozen Miles for half a Crown. 
The Houſes are all built of Brick, and for the 
moſt Part one Houſe holds ſeveral Families: ſo 
fond are People of living in London, notwith- 
ſtanding the Badneſs of the Drink! | | 
Here are alſo hireling Chairs; they are cover. 
ed with black Leather and braſs Nails, they have 
fine ſaſhed Windows, and a ſaſhed Door, and 
fine filk Curtains, and a rare ſoft Cuſhion ; one 
of them is carried by two ſhort. Fellows, with 
no Heels to their Shoes, they ufe two long Poles, 
and pace along with wonderful Expedition. Theſe 
Chairs too are deviliſh dear. 
There are here Houſes called Chocolate-houſes, 
covered all over with Sconces 'and Looking- 
glaſſes. Hither Gentlemen who have nothing 
to do, but to dreſs themſelves, repair to ſhew 
their fine Clothes; it is worth while to ſee a 
whole Row of thoſe Beaus fit looking at one 
another, or at themſelves ; or if they do any 
thing elſe, it is only to ſwear and take Snuff, or 
to play at Dice, and then all the while they 
play, they are conſtantly damning themſelves, 
It is almoſt become a Proverb. here, in London, 
that all your fine Fellows, are prodigiouſiy ignorant, 
and prodigiouſiy wicked ; inſomuch, that they are 
the Jeſt of Men of Wit, and pitied by Men of 
Virtue, and ſhunned by both. EO 
There is a fine River running by London full 
of Ships and Boats ; one of theſe Boats will carry 
you for Sixpence, and ſome of them for Three- 
pence a great Way; and it would be very plea- 
ſant, if it were not for the Abuſe and ugly Lan- 
Bs 8 . _ . guage 
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guage you meet with; for the People upon the 
Water will affront you to your, Teeth, and call” 
ou a hundred Names, though you do not ſay a: 
Word to them: it is to no Purpoſe to be angry, 
or to threaten them; they laugh at all that. I 
offered to get out of the Boat and to box with 
ſeveral of thoſe ſaucy Fellows, 'but not one of 
them would accept of my Challenge ; nay, the' 
Women are as bad as the Men. The more Shame 
is theirs / „„ | . 
I went to ſee St. Paul's Church (which is al- 
moſt as big as a Town, and much taller) to ſee 
my Þotd-Mayor, He was an elderly Man in a 
red Gown, pretty fat, and ſlept all the time of 
divine Service; for which I thought he was to 
blame, ſeeing it would have better become a Ma- 
giſtrate like him, to have reproved the People for 
walking about the Church, as they did, and talk- 
ing about their own worldly Affairs. . 
 W:/tmin/ter Hall is a vaſt great Room, where 
Law and Juſtice have been bought ſo dear; that 
one had oftener better go without them. The 
Lawyers ſtroll about here, and look deviliſh- 
ſharp and greedy for Fees. There are in the Hall 
other Toymen beſides Lawyers, and they will 
ſell you their Baubles at treble Prices, ſo there 
is nothing but biting on all Hande. 
Not far from hence, is the Houſe of Com- 
mons. I went to ſee it, and to fee the Manner 
of their Proceedings, and came away very much 
diſſatisfied; for a dozen Members talked at a 
time, and I could not underſtand a Word of the 
Debate. I alſo viſited the Houſe of Lords; there, 
indeed I perceived more Order, but neither 
heard, nor ſaw any thing remarkable, but ſome 
grave Folks in odd Habits. 5 
| L 4 There 


1 
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There is a Street in London called Drury-lane, 
which is a very ſcandalous Place, being for the 
moſt Part inhabited by filthy lewd Women, and 
yet is frequented by great Men, and grave Citi- 
Zens. It is therefore, no Wonder, theſe ſhame. 
leſs Jades wear fine Clothes and gold Watches. 

In this great City they are quite another thing, 
than what they are out of it; inſomuch, that 
he who will be great with you in the Country, 
will ſcarce pull off his Hat to you in London. 
ance dined at Exeter with a Couple of Judges, and 
they talked to me there, and drank my Health, 
and we were very familiar opether ; o when I 
ſaw them again, paſſing through /72//min/ler Hall, 
I was glad of it, with all my Heart, and ran to 


meet them with a broad Smile, and aſked them 


how they did, and to ſhake Hands with them; 
but they looked at me ſo coldly, and ſo proudly, 
as you cannot imagine, and did not ſeem to know 
me; at which I was confounded angry and mad; 


but I kept my Mind to myſelf. At another time 


I was at the Play-houſe (which is a rare Place 
for Mirth, and Muſic, and Dancing) and being 
in the Pit, ſaw in one of the Boxes a Member 
of Parliament of our. Country, with whom 1 
have been as great as Hand and Glove; ſo being 
overjoy'd to ſee him, I called to him aloud by his 
Name, and aſked him how he did ; but inſtead 
of ſaluting me again, or making any Manner 
of Anſwer, he looked plaguy four, and never 
opened his Mouth; though when he is in the 
Country, he is as merry a Grig as any in fifty 
Miles, and *we have cracked many a Bottle 


together. 


Thus, my good Friend, I have given to you 


fo long an Account of my Journey, that I * I 
„ 
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have tired you; but never mind it, when I come 
down, T'll tell you as much more, when we fit 


over a Bottle and can find no other Subject te 
talk of. Till which Time I tell you plainly that 


Iam fs 
| | Y: our Friend and humble Servant. 


LETTER «CVI. 


Mrs. Rowe to the Counteſs of Hertford. 


YO 8 7 
HIS is the laft Letter you will ever receive 
from me; the laſt Aſſurance I ſhall give you 
on Earth of a fincere and ſtedfaſt Friendſhip ; 
but when we meet again, I hope it will be in 
the Height of e Love and Extaſy. Mine 
rhaps may be the firſt glad Spirit to congratu- 
ate your ſafe Arrival on the happy Shores. Hea- 
ven can witneſs how fincere my Concern for your 
Happineſs is; thither I have ſent my ardent 
Wiſhes, that you may be ſecured from the flat- 
tering Deluſions of this World, and after your 
pious Example has been long a Blefling to Man- 
kind, you may calmly refign your Breath, and 

enter the * of unmoleſted Joy. 

I am now taking my Farewel of you here, but 
tis a ſhort Adieu; for I die with full Perſuaſion 
that we ſhall ſoon meet again. But O] in what 


Elevation of Happineſs | in what Enlargement 
of Mind, and Perfection of every Faculty; what 


tranſporting Reflections ſhall we make of the Ad- 
vantages ofwhich we ſhall find ourſelves eternally 
poſſeſfed! To him who liveth and waſhed us in 
his Blood, we ſhall aſcribe immortal Glory, Do- 


minion and Praiſe for ever. 1 


L 3 1 This 
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This is all my Salvation, and all my Hope: 
.that Name in whom the Gentiles truſt, in whom 
all the Family on Earth is bleſſed, is now my glo- 
rious, my unfailing Confidence: in his Merits 
alone I expect to ſtand juſtified before infinite Pu- 
rity and. Juſtice. How poor were my Hopes, if I 
depended on thoſe Works which my own V anity 
or the Partiality of Men call good, and which 
examined by divine Purity, would prove perhaps 
but ſpecious Sins ! The beſt Actions of my Life 
would be found defective, if brought to the Teſt 
of that unblemiſhed Holineſs, in whoſe Sight the 
Heavens are not clean. Where were my Hopes 
but for a Redeemer's Merits and Atonement ? 
How deſperate, how undone my Condition |! 
With the utmoſt Advantages I can boaſt, I ſhould 
ſtart back and tremble at the Thoughts of ap- 
pearing before the unblemithed 70 y—Q Je- 
ſus, what Harmony dwells in thy Name 25 ce- 
leſtial Joy and immortal Life is in the Sound! 
Let Angels ſet thee to their golden Harps ! let the 
ranſomed Nations for ever magnify thee !_ 
What a Dream is mortal Life]! what Shadows 
are the Objects of Senſe ! all the Glories of 
Mortality, my much loved Friend, will be no- 
thing in your View at the awful Hour of Death, 
when you mult be ſeparated from the whole Cre- 
ation, and enter on the Borders of the immaterial 
Werld. TY»: err 8 
Something perſuades me this will be my laſt 


Farewel in this World : Heaven forbid. that it 


ſhould be an everlaſting Parting ! May that di- 
vine Protection, whoſe Ges I implore, keep you 
Nedfaſt in the Faith of Chriſtianity, and guide 
your Steps in the ſtricteſt Paths of Virtue. _ 

5 | 87 Adieu, 


D 


Au. 
* 


— 
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Adieu, my moſt dear Friend, till we meet in 
the Paradiſe of Gd. a 


x” * 


8 Rows. 


LETTER CVI. 
Mrs. Rowe to the Earl of Orrery. 


My Lord,. | 

HERE ſeems to be ſomething preſaging in 
the Meſſage you ordered me to deliver to 
your charming Henrietta, when I meet her charm- 
ing Spirit in the bliſsful Regions, which I believe 
will be very ſoon. I am now acting the laſt Part 
of Life, and compoſing myſelf to meet the uni- 
verſal Terror, with a Fortitude becoming the 
Principles of Chriſtianity : tis only through the 


great Redeemer's Merits and * that I 
Dark- 


3 to pals undaunted through the fata 
NEIS, 5 | ENTRE 
| Before him, Dedth the grifh Tyrant flies, 
le wipes the Tears for ever from our Eye . 

All human Greatneſs makes no Figure to my 
_ preſent Apprehenſion, every Diſtinction vaniſhes, 
but thoſe of Virtue and real Merit. Tis this 
which gives a peculiar Regard for ſuch a Cha- 
racter as yours; and gives me Hopes your Ex- 
ample will not fall ſhort of thoſe of your illuſtri- 
ous Anceſtors. The Approaches of Death ſet 
the World in a true Light; its brighteſt Advang 
tages appear no more than a Dream in that ſo- 
lemn Period. The immortal Mind perhaps will 
quit a Cottage with leſs Regret than it would 
leave the Splendor of a Palace; and the breath- 
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| Jeſs Duſt, fleep as quietly beneath the prafly 
Turf, as under the Parade of a coftly Mon 
ment: theſe are inſignificant Circumſtances to a 
Spirit doomed to an endleſs Duration of Miſe 
or Bliſs. *Tis this important Concern, my 0 
that has induced me to ſpend my Time in a 
peaceful Retirement, rather than to waſte it in a 
Train of thoughtleſs Amuſements. My Thoughts 
are grown familiar with the Solemnity of dying, 
and Death ſeems to adyance, not as an inflexi- 
ble Tyrant, but as the peaceful Meſſenger of 
Liberty and Happineſs. May I make my Exit 
in that elate Manner thoſe charming Lines of 
Mr. Pope deſcribe : 8 | | 


De World recedes, it diſappears, 
Hieav'n opens in my Eyes ; my Ears, 
With Sounds Seraphic ring. 1 
Lend, lend your Wings, I mount! I fy! 
O Grave ! where is thy Vichy? 
O Death! where is thy Sting? 


The nearer I approach to Immortality, the 
more extenſive and enlarged I find the Principles 
of Amity and Good - will in my Soul; from hence 
arife the moſt ſincere Wiſhes for your Happi- 

: neſs, and of the charming Pledges your lovely 
Henrietta left. Oh! my Lord, if you would 
diſcharge your ſacred Truſt, keep them under 
your own Inſpection. 

This will not reach you, my Lord, till I am 
paſt the Ceremony of ſubſcribing | 


Dur humble Servant, 
ELIZz. RowE. 
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„„ ot” Vs 
Mrs. Rowe to Mr. James Theobald“. 


ir, 5 5 
'F* HE Converſe I have had with you has been 
very ſhort, but the Friendſhip begun by it, 
will be tranſmitted to the Regions of perfect 
Amity and Bliſs. It would not be worth the 
while to cheriſh: the Impreſſions of a virtuous 
_ Friendſhip, if the generous Engagement was to 
be diſfolved with mortal Life : fuch a Thought 
would give the Grave a deeper Gloom, and add [10 
new Horrors to the fatal Darkneſs. | "8 
But I confeſs I have brighter Expectations, Wo. 
and am fully perſuaded thoſe noble Attachments 
that are founded on real Merit, are of an im- 
mortal Date, That Benignity, that divine Cha- 
rity, which juſt warm the Soul in theſe cold Re- 1 
gions, will ſhine with new Luſtre, and burn with 18d 
an immortal Ardour in the happy Seats of Peace [i 
and Love. | | | 
My preſent Experience confirms me in this 
Truth; the Powers of Nature are drooping, the 
vital Spark grows languid and faint, while my 
Affection for my ſurviving Friends was never 
more warm, my Concern for their Happineſs. 
was never more ardent and ſincere. + 
This makes me employ ſome of the laſt 
Part of my. Time in writing to three or four Per- 
tons, whoſe Merit requires my Eſteem, in Hopes 
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He is at preſent one of the Directors of the | 
Bank, Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries. b 


L. 5 this, 


_ | ab 4 firs bn de row 1 


this ſolemn F arewel will leave a ſerious Impreſ- 
ſion on their Minds. 
m going to act the laſt and moſt important 
Pant: of human Life; in a little Time I ſhall 
land on the immortal Coaſts, where all is new, 
amazin ng and unknown : but however gloomy 
the Paſſage appears, 
Sweet Fields, beyond the ſwelling Flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living green, 
8. to the Jews ald Canaan food, 
Hhile Fu n roll” a between. 


5 | Dr. 8 


s . cannot but ſhiver on | the fatal Brink, 

1 * to try the grand Experiment, whilſt the 
of Chriſtianity can alone ſupport the Soul 
1 11855 f ſolemn Criſis. In this Exigence the eter- 
nal Spirit whiſpers Peace and Pardon to the dy- 
ing Saint thro the Atonement, and brightens the 
Shadow of Death with ſome Glimmerings of 
immortal Light. 
Tell Mrs. Theobald J hope to meet her in the 

mining Realms of Love and unmingled Bliſs. 


There crown'd with Foy and ever blooming Youth, 
The Jocund Haar dance on their endleſs Round. 


EL Iz. Rows. | 
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Mrs. Rowe 10 Ms. Sarah Rowe. : 


My dear Mather, 
1 AM now taking my final Adicu of this World, 
in certain Hopes of meeting you in the next. 
1 pag to the Graye my Affection and — 
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LETTERS. By 


to your Family, and leave you with the ſincereſt 


Concern for your own Happineſs and Welfare 


of your Family. May my Prayers be anſwered, 
| when 1 ar Mug ff the Duſt. O] may the 
Angels of God conduct you in the Paths of im- 
mortal Glory and Pleaſure ! I would collect the 
Powers of my Soul, and aſk 'Bleffings for you 
with all the holy Violence of Prayer. | God Al- 
mighty, the God of your pious Anceſtors, who 


has been your dwelling Place for many Genera- 


tions, bleſs you ! eG ns 3 
»Tis but a ſhort Space I have to meaſure. The 
Shadows are lengthening, and my Sun declining. 
That Goodneſs which has hitherto conducted 
me, will not fail me in the laſt concluding Act 


of Life. That Name which I have made my 
Glory and my Boaſt, ſhall then be my Strength 


and my Salvation. 4 
To meet Death with a becoming Fortitude, is 

a Part above the Powers 'of Nature, and which 

I can perform by no Power or Holinefs of m 


own; for O! in my beſt Eftate Tam altogether | 


Vanity, a wretched helpleſs Sinner! but in the 
Merits and perfect Righteouſneſs of God my Sa- 
viour, I hope to appear juſtified at the ſupreme Tri- 
bunal, where I mult ſhortly ſtand to be judged. 
Es N EL IZ. Row E. 
EE 
Lord Orford on his Retirement, to General 
a, Churchill. 


Dear Charles, ol 3 RD 1 | „ 

J Have now wrote to Captain 7 = to give 

* Lord Ty—ly a Ticket, as you deſired, and 

am very glad to oblige him with it, This Place 
affords 


1 
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affords no News, no Subject of Amuſement and 
Entertainment to you fine Gentlemen. Perſons 
of Wit and Pleaſure about Town underſtand not 
the Language, nor taſte the Charms of the ina- 
nimate World. My Flatterers here are all Mutes. 
The Oaks, the Beeches, and Cheſnuts ſeem to 
. contend which ſhall beſt. pleaſe the Lord of 
_the Manor. They cannot deceive, they will 
not lie. I, in return, with Singerity admire them, 
and have about me as many Beauties as take up 
all my Hours of Dangling ; and no Diſgrace at- 
tends me ſince Sixty-ſeven *.. Within ce we 
come a little to real Life, and admire the almoſt 
'fpeaking Canvaſs; all the Airs and Graces which 
the proudeſt of the Ladies can boaſt. With theſe 
I am ſatisfied, as they gratify me with all I wiſh, 
and all I want, and expect nothing in return 
| which I cannot give. If theſe, dear Charles, are 
1 any Temptations, I heartily invite you to come 
IT and partake of them. Shifting the Scene has 
ſometimes its Recommendations ; and from Coun- 
try Fare, you may poſhbly return, with a better 
Appetite, to the more delicate Entertainments of 
a Court Life. Since I wrote what is above, we 
have been ſurprized with the good News + from 
abroad. Too much cannot be ſaid upon it; for 
it is truly Matter of infinite Joy, becauſe of in- 
finite Confequence. I am, | | 
Dear Charles, 9 8 
; Yours aſfectionately, 
Ox 
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The Year of his Age when he reſigned. 
+ The Battle of Dettingen. Ee | 


LE T- 


LET oe JT 
_ Mrs. Jones to the Hon. Miſs Lovelace: EF” 


HE whole Species of Thinkers may be di- 
vided into two ſorts, the ſlow ones, and the 
quick ones, Your flow Thinkers are ſeldom 
very ſudden, but very ſure; the quick ones 
ſee thro an Idea in an Inſtant, and have 
you at 2 Turning, You muſt therefore be 
very ſure of your Words, if you would not be 
miſunderſtood, or rally'd. Of this latter Claſs 
is the Hon. Miſs L. I can't let fall a Sentence 
that may be miſapply'd, but, whip'! you have 
me; and when I've drawn a Character the moſt 
unlike you in the World, preſently you cry. out, 
« that's I.” But this is not fair: and therefore 
I take this Opportunity, once for all, to declare,, 
that when I ſpeak. in praiſe of No-meaning, I 
never mean any body about St. Fames's; and: - 
whenever I pour out myſelf upon the Subject of 
Dulneſs, I always exclude her Majeſty's Maids 
of Honour. Th | 
I am rejoic'd to hear that the Roads are paſſa- 
ble between Covent-Garden and St. James's; or 
rather, that the Way thither is ſo well paved for 
me. The Pilgrim's Progrefs,. if you have not 
read, I would exhort you. to read. Tis a very 
good Book, and full of uſeful Inſtructions ; ſet- 
ting forth the Difficulties we Travellers are forced 
to encounter, and the many Lets and Hindran- 
ces we daily meet with upon the Road;. eſpecially 
by you better fort of Chriſtians, who ride in 
oaches, And I would the rather exhort you £4 
Tea 
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read this good Book at this Time, becauſe I am 
myſelf, or ſhall be ſoon, a Traveller or Pilgrim, 
wandering” about from Houſe to Houſe, in order 
to partake of the Benevolencies of ſuch good 
People as you are. For I ſhall ſometimes be 
tempted to knock at your hoſpitable Gate, which, 
T hear, is always open to Strangers; and there- 
fore truſt it will + ſo to one who is ſo much a 
Stranger to every thing but your merits, that ſhe 
ſcarce knows your Perſon, notwithſtanding ſhe 
is ſo remarkably-of- the number of F 


I am forry to find my much honour'd inviſible 
Correſpondent .is vaniſh'd fo ſoon. But why do 
1 fay vaniſh'd ? for, as Swift obſerves, Ih 


— On⸗ may ſee by the Hand, fe has no clovin Foot. 


AST ILRK: 0s. 
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N Othing is ſo common as to hear People talk- 
+ * ing of their great Alliances, and boaſting 
themſelves upon the Merits of their Anceſtors. 
This Vanity is generally moſt conſpicuous in 
thoſe who have few Merits of their own, and 
who are oblig'd to their Forefathers. for all the 
Credit and Eſteem they meet with in the World. 
A few Days ago J was invited to attend the Hearſe 
of a good old Aunt of my Mother's to South- 
Newington, the burying place of the Family, 
about four Miles from Banbury. The Pomp of 
Death, and the humiliating Scene of a Charnel- 
houſe, are Objects Iam not very fond of; = 
3 | =: 
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the | Vanity of viewing the Sepulchres of my Fa- 


thers, and the good old Hall where my Grand- 
father and the Vicar fo often ſettled the Affairs 
of the Nation, inclin'd me to attend the Solem- 


nity as a Relation, I cannot as a Mourner. As 
we came near the Town we were met by ſome 


of the moſt venerable Perſonages of the Place; 
but the Corps was no ſooner put down in the 


Hall, than the whole Village came in upon us. 


When we had ſatisfy'd the Curioſity of the whole 
Pariſh, and fitted the Hands of ſome of them, 
we convey'd the poor old Woman. to Church ; 
where the firſt thing that ſtruck my Eyes were 
the Portraits of Time and Death; two Figures 
dreſſed out in all the Pomp of Red and Blue, ex- 
tremely pictureſque, and the moſt formidable 


Monſters I ever beheld. They ſeemed to be 


fighting a Duel; and indeed we left them at 
Daggers drawing, for we had not Time to fee the 


in the Pariſh, that Time will get the better of 


it; for they have it upon very good Authority, 


that «© Time conquers all Things.“ 
After the old Lady was decently depoſited, and 


the Crowd pretty well diſpers'd (finding, to my 


great ſatisfaction, that the Remains of our Fa- 
mily occupy half the Chancel) I deſired the 
Clerk to ſweep away the rubbiſh a little, that I 
might look over the Tomb-ſtones, in hopes to 
find ſome pompous Inſcription, recording the he- 
roic Deeds of my Forefathers. But alas! my 
Vanity was ſufficiently mortify'd, when I diſco- 
ver'd that the Family of the Penns have only 
been born, and died, for ſome hundred Years 


m_ 


paſt. However I comforted myſelf that this Neg- 
defi 


lect might haye been owing to the great Mo 


End of the Combat: tho” tis generally believ'd 
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of my Anceſtors (who I was willing to preſume) 
were wiſe enough to content themſelves with a 
Conſciouſneſs of their own Virtue, without de- 
pending upon Hic jacet — and a thouſand Lies, 


for their Fame. 


I won't pretend to trace out the Hiſtory of our 
ancient and numerous Family (for I have had 


as many Forefachers as Bourbon or Naſſau) but 
if I may gueſs any thing from the Arms we bear, 


| I have a Notion the Feunder of it was by trade 


a Comb-maker ; for, among other Devices, I 
find part of the Field, or Lozenge upon my Seal, 
charged with two Small-tooth Combs. How- 


ever, let the Founders of it have been what they 


will, tis no matter, ſince the Family is ancient; 
and tis ſo long ago. ſince the Comb- maker lived, 


| that no body can trace us up to our Original. 


What became of him, or his Poſterity, we know 


nothing of, nor indeed do. we much care; (only 


the famous Sir William Peun the Quaker, and 


his Father the Vice Admiral, we ſtill mention 


with Honour) but to comfort me under my Diſ- 
appointment, I learnt part of the private hiſtory 
of ſome of his Succeſſors, from an old Woman 
who ſtood next me, and whoſe Grandmother had 
occupy d the Place of a Dairy-Maid in the Fa- 
mily, about ſixſcore Vears ago. Twas with 
great Satisfaction I heard that my great Grand- 
father was remarkable for nothing (except hav- 
ing his Hen- rooſt robbed by the Parliament's 


Party in Charles the firſt's Time) but for ſmoak- 
ing three Pipes a day, and minding his own Bu- 


ſineſs; but was a little diſconcerted again, when 


T found that his Help- mate had ſome diſcordant 


Notes in her Compoſition, and was a little given 


to Paſſion, on account of the Fortune ſhe brought. 


However, 


9 
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However, I recover d myſelf again, when I found 
that their Children all took good Courſes; but 
that Joy was ſoon allay'd, when I recollected the 
Miſchance that one of my Uncles had with his 
Mother's Maid. But my Grandfather being a 
_ prudent Man, the Affair was ſoon huſhed up; 
and as the Child was ſuppoſed to have had many 
Fathers, we don't look upon this Sprout to be 
properly a Branch of the Family, or Blot in our 
ſcutcheon. —In the next Compartment lay m 
Grandfather ; the firſt of his particular Brane 
that ever ſet up for a Gentleman. He was quite 
the reverſe of his Father's Temper ; for he mind- 
ed every body's Buſineſs but his own, and ſmoak- 
ed no Tobacco; However, he was looked upon 
as a very knowing Man in the Pariſh, and they 
all apply'd to him to adjuſt their Accounts, and 
their Gia a He died much lamented by 


all that knew him, after having ſettled the Tran- 
quility of his Neighbours, and run out part of 


his Eftate, which was but ſmall ; for he was too 
much of a Gentleman to live within Bounds. — 
In the ſame Repoſitory ſlept my Grandmother ; 
that good old Woman, who made ſuch excel- 
lent Cheeſes, and reared fo many Turkies every 
Year. She was counted the beſt Houſewife in 
the Village; and no body would ſet a Hen, or 
wean a Child, without conſulting her. She re- 
ſign'd her Spirit in a good old Age; and we 
reckon it among her funeral Honours, that that 
laſt Act of her Lite was attended with the Tears 
of the whole Pariſh. 
I came home not perfectly ſatisfy'd with the 
Hiſtory of my Progenitors ; for, according to the 
Deſcription of an ancient Aunt I have (who 
Piques herſelf much upon her Family) they 
| | | ought 
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ought to have been all Heroes; or, at leaſt very 
illuſtrious Perſonages. I can't fay they, any of 
. them, anſwer'd my Expectations; except my 
Grandmother, whoſe Memory T honour very 
much. — This put me upon conſidering the Va- 
nity of thoſe of gentle Race, who boaſt them- 
ſelves upon the Merits of their Birth and Family, 
preſuming that more than ordinary Reſpect is due 
to them upon that Score; without conſidering, 


—— that to be worthleſs themſelves, is to be doubly 
9 o with theſe Advantages. I need not make Miſs 
14 I. a Compliment here, who confiders herſelf 
only an Exeeutrix in Truft of her Father's Me- 
l Fits. The World has already been beforehand 
10 with me in doing Juſtiee to her's, as ſhe has 
'l done to theirs, by refleting back the Luſtre ſhe 
a has receiv'd, * But is it hot ridiculous to hear a 
4 Coward boaſt of his Deſeent from Hleaumder the 
Wl - Great; er à common Strumpet trace up her Fa- 
0 mily as high as Eucreris? Our real Worth muſt 
1 depend upen from ourſelves; and if we borrow 
40 any Honours from our Aneeſters, we muſt take 
1 care to pay them back aguin ; left, while we are 
Wh -priding ourſelves upon them, they Mould be 
1 Aham d of us. For, after all our bluftering and 
1 rutting, Mr Pepe will ſtill be in the right, 
{bid Nought can ennoble Sots, and Slaves, and Cowards, 
1 Alas! not all the Blood of all the Howards. | 
1 "To CE SAME 
5 TX7 ANT of Time is, I think, the general 
41 'VY Complaint of all Letter-writers; and 
14 yours in haſte, concludes Wit, Buſineſs, every 


2 
{ 
| 
9 
vs i + 
* 
„ 
1 1 1 
EY 
a il 
TILL * Ll 
ay 4 : 
* * . 
* : 
Q 


— 
— — 


5 OY 

— rr 

= os O_o — =——_ = 
= 


— — ———_— 
n E 


a. 1. ET FE RS. 235 
thing. For my own Part, my whole Life is lit- 

tle more than a perpetual Hurry of doing No- 
thing; and I think I never had more Buſineſs of 
that ſort upon my Hands than now. But as I 
can generally find Time to do any thing I have 
a mind to do; ſo can always contrive to be at 
Leiſure to pay my Reſpects to Miſs L. 

Want of Spirits is another heavy Complaint I 
frequently meet with; and I have a Correſpon- 
dent who never writes to me without grievous 
Invectives againſt the Spleen. I will not add 
how often I have myſelf borrow'd the Shape of 
the Spleen to be dull in; and it would be of 
ſingular Service to me at this time, if you would 
_ be ſo good as to believe me far gone in that 
hopeful Diſtemper.. | 


— 


But the moſt univerſ: al Complaint among Scrib- 


: 


blers of my Rank is, want of Senſe. . Theſe 


generally pogin with .an Apology for their long 
Silence; a 

cuſe this Nonſenſe. This is modeſt, indeed; 
but tho? I am exceſſive good-natufr'd, I am re- 


ſolved for the future not to pardon it intirely, in 


pb but myſelf. ET > 
I have often thought there never was a Letter 
wrote well, but what was wrote eaſily ; and if 


I had not ſome private Reaſons for being of a 


contrary Opinion at this time, ſhould conclude 
this to be a Mafter-piece of the kind; both as 
to Eaſineſs of Thought, and Facility of Ex- 
preſſion. And in this — of Writing (which 

» Wycherly ſays, is eaſily wrote) methinks I 
excel even Mr. Pope himſelf; who is often toa 
elaborate and ornamental, even in ſome of his 


beſt Letters; tho it muſt be confeſs'd he outdoes 
me in ſome few Trifles of another ſort, ſuch as 
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236 A ele Corrrerron 
Spirit, Taſte, and Senſe. But let me tell Mr. 
Pope, that Letters, like Beauties, may be over. 


N 7 : 2 
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dreſt. There is a becoming Negligence in both; 
'and if Mr. Pope could only contrive to write 
without a Genius, T don't know any one fo 


likely to hit off my Manner as himſelf. But he 


inſiſts upon it, that a Genius is as neceſſary 


towards Writing, as Straw. towards making 
Bricks; whereas, tis notorious, that the /aclites 


made Bricks without that Materia}, as well as 


with. | | 85 
The Concluſion of the whole Matter is this; 
T never had more Inclination to write to you, 
and never fewer Materials at hand to write 
with. Therefore have fled for Refuge to my 


old Companion, Dullneſs, who is ever at hand 


to aſſiſt me; and have made uſe of all thoſe 
genuine Expreſſions of herſelf which are in- 


cluded under the Notion of want of Time, want 
Spirits, and in ſhort want of every thing but 


e moſt unfeign'd Regard for that Lady whoſe 
moſt devoted _ Fel 


| December = 5 Ds remain, &c. 


—_—_ 
LETTER CCTV. 
To the SAME. 


V OU begin by aſking me about fiſty Que- 


ſtions in a Breath; and if you are not vaſt- 


ly impatient, I will anſwer 'em all as faſt as 


my Sedateneſs of Temper will let me, for | 
love not to be put in a hurry. | 


2 ) 


F LETTERS. 237 


a it, Then, I am overjoy'd to find you again, 
for I began to be inconſolable for your Loſs. 
2dly, I have thought of you upon my Bed, 


in Company, in my Cloſet ; which I aſſure you 


is more than I do of any body, or any thing, ex- 


— 


cept my Poetry and my Sins. 


3dly, I've had various Pains and Fears for 
your Welfare; and had juſt advertis'd you at 


Fern-hill when yours arriv'd. 


4thly, I neither can recant, nor do repent of | 


any one thing I ever ſaid of you in my Life. 


'5thly and laſtly, Whenever I do, you ſhall . 


certainly hear of it. 3 
Having thus reduced your Queſtions to Form 


and Method, twill now be neceſſary to inform 
you wherefore I've ſo long kept Silence. As to 


that part of the Time, during your Travels into 
foreign Parts (of which T hop'd to have had 


ſome uſeful Memoirs) I profeſs I was not pro- 
phetic enough to foreſee. that a Letter would 


come to your Hands, which could poſſibly have 
no Direction. And ſince your auſpicious Re- 
turn, I've had no Time. My Mother is gone 


to London, and has left the Government of her 


Kingdom upon my Shoulders. What Time have 


I then to write, who am the ſole Arbitreſs of 
the Differences between John and Mary? And 


how can I recollect my diſſipated Thoughts, 
while the Silver Spoons lie ſcatter'd about the 
Kitchen ? Alas ! the day is half ſpent, before I 
can determine whether our Mutton ſhall be roaſt 
or boyI'd. | 


Another grand Revolution has happen'd in 
my Affairs, and that is, I've been pulling down 
part of my Cloſet, in order to inlarge the Win- 


dow thereof, and admit more of Apollos Rays 


into 
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238 A ſele} Corrtcrtion 
into my Rhymes. While theſe grand Affairs 
were in Agitation, could I fit idly trifling with 
my Pen ? And while-my learned Shelves under- 
went various Mutations, could I truſt my va- 
f luable Manuſeripts to the profane Hands of 
the Vulgar? Theſe, and numberleſs other Avoca- 
tions, have chang'd the Current of my Thoughts 
from you, and taken up all the vacant ſpaces 
of my Time. ä . 
; My Raptures upon' the Princeſs. of Orang: 
were occaſion'd by Miſs C—'s telling me, that 
her Ropal Highnel had a languiſhing Deſire to ſee 
ſome of my Letters, and that you had ſhewn her 
ſome. Now as I take it for granted that the 
Princeſs was charm'd with my Writings, ſo of 
conſequence I was equally charm'd with her 
Judgment ; and this gave occaſion to my Rap- 
tures. But if you ſhould inform me, that her 
Royal Highneſs was not quite ſo much enchant- 
ed as I would: chuſe to have her be; yet ſtil] I 
muſt admire her Judgment, becauſe, among 
Friends, tis the beſt Proof of it of the two. 
So that you ſee I am really the Princeſs. of 
Oranges Admirer, whether She's mine or no. 
I've about fifty Reaſons for not going to Lon- 
don this Winter, and ſcarce one for going, un- 
leſs tis to ſee you. I've no Buſineſs there, or 
Pleaſure, except in the foremention'd Article; 
and *tis going ſo much out of my Road of Life, 
which at Oxford is one certain invariable Path, 
that whenever I do go there, I am not able to 
recover the Thread of my Affairs again in a 
twelvemonth. However, I wiſh you Operas 
and Fiddles in abundance; and if I can con- 
trive to take St. James's into my Plan of Ope- 
rations after Chr:/?mas, ſhall have a On ar 
55 atis- 
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Satisfaction in rendering my Curt'ſies at your : 


Levee, and remain, for the reſt of my Travels, 

Ofober, - a 

LE T FER CN. 
To the SAME. 


T HE Face of Things is ſo much alter'd ſince 
| I wrote laſt, that I know not how to be- 


gin a Letter to you, or how to expreſs myſelf, 


upon an Affair ſo intereſting and ſtriking as the 
Death of the Queen, There's no one ſo far 
remov'd from the Throne, but what muſt feel 
ſuch a Loſs; as, I think Queen Caroline's is 
univerſally felt and lamented,” even by the mean- 


eſt of her Subjects. But for my own Part, I've 

Subje@'s Share in the common Ca 
lamity, tho” at the ſame time have an affectionate 
Subject's Concern. I wiſh twere of any Uſe 
to you to know, that you have never been out 
of my Thoughts ſince this important Event; and 
if I've been really more affected than my Neigh- 
bours, it has been upon your Account. We have 
loſt only a good Queen; but you a Miſtreſs, a 


more than a 


Friend, and (I may ſay 
every thing you could 
lations. N | 


I would not add to your Concern, by trou- 


bling you with unneceſſary Reflections; but 
ſurely, 1 


think, 5 were born to be the Sport of 


Fortune. One 


ay ſhe ſeems to ſmile upon you, 
only to inſult you more effectually the next. 


5 But 


Durs, &c. 1 


) a Parent; in ſhort, 
loſe under all theſe Re- 
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240 A feet Corrzerion 
But ſhe has taught you an uſeful Leſſon; for 


I think you had Indi ce enough to diftruſt 


her Smiles, and muſt therefore be equal to her 


Frowns. 


I know how diſagreeable it muſt be, but can- 
not conclude without begging the Favour of a 
Line from Jos at this time in particular. I 
can hear from no one fo well as yourſelf, 
how you bear your Loſs; and it would be the 
molt agreeable News F could hear, to find you 
bear it with your uſual Temper, and that it will 
in ſome Ie be render'd ſupportable to you. 
Forgive me, if I'm impertinent; for I had ra- 


ther be thought ſo, than indifferent. | 


LETTER Cxvl. 
To the SAM x. 


W HA T ſtrange Reformations a little Change 
of Air makes! and how faſt do People 


improve in Virtue on this ſide of the Park, to 


what they do on the other ! "Tis not long ſince, 
when I never heard you ſo much as mention the 
word Conſcience ; and now, you ſay, it even flies 


in your Face, When you were a Courtier, 


your Conſcience was too well bred to give you 
any Diſturbance ; but fince your Reformation to 
a private Gentlewoman, 'bleſs me] how it makes 
you ſtartle ! Then, you made no Conſcience of 
inſiſting upon two Letters for one; but, now, 
you ſee the full Force of the Law of Retalia- 


tion, and praciouſly afford me Letter for Letter. 


Then you had not the leaſt Remorſe at being 


ilent for a Month or two together; but now in a 


much 


* 


of LE T-D-ERS.,> an 

much leſs Time, your Conſcience, you ſay, ſounds 
Molly J. in your Ears every time you take Pen 
in hand. What a wonderful Change is this! 
And how much do I rejoice to find that I've 
been, in ſome meaſure, the Occaſion of 'awake- : 
ning that faithful Monitor in your Breaſt, 'who * 
never durſt - peep into the Boſom of a Maid of 
Honour, N „ 
Another Virtue I've alſo obſerv'd in you, which 
requires ſome Touches of my applauding Pen, 
equally marvellous ! equally unknown to the: ſix 
immortal Maids ] and that is Smcerity, This 
Virtue, tis faid, was firſt brought over by Wil. 
helmina Carolina, Daughter of Frederick, Mar- 

uis of Brandenburgh Anſpach but as it was a 

lant perfectly exotic, and could never be brought 
to flouriſh in this Soil; that illuſtrious Princeſs 
did not much attempt to cultivate it, except in 
a few warm Boſoms like her own. Some few 
Seeds of it ſhe left behind her among her Maids 
of Honour, to be diſperſed among their Country 
Friends ; (the only thing, we hear, for certain, 

ſhe did leave them) but among many other ex- 

cellent Maxims, ſhe charg'd +: Dom never to ha- 

zard any of it among their Courtly Acquain- 

tance, if they propos'd making their Fortunes 

when ſhe was gone. - 

But what I chiefly admire you for in your \ 
Retreat is, your thorough Contempt of all the 
Interludes, F arces, and Entertainments of this 
World, except that moſt excellent one, The 
Dragon of Wantley. I have a Brother now in 
Town, a ſober Man, and in holy Orders, to 
whom I ſhall frequently recommend the Sight of 
this exemplary Performance. But left he ſhould ' 
think going to Plays a fort of Profanation; for 

Vox. II. W his 


— 
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his farther Encouragement, I ſhall exhort him, 
that when he. is tired with the notable Exploits 
of St. George and the Dragon, to caſt his Eyes 
on a Side - box on his Right-hand, where he may 
poſſibly ſee a Lady (tho no Saint) who is now 
cembating all thoſe wild Beaſts within, the Paſ. 
ſions; a Set of Monſters, which the Ladies of 
the preſent Generation ſeem particularly fond of. 
Nay, tis generally believ'd, that moſt of them, 
preſerve one, the ruling Monſter, to run looſe 
about their Breaſts. But as J have a much higher 
Idea of you than I have of the Generality of my 
own Sex, or even of St. George himſelf, the 
Champion of the other, I ſhall expect to hear 
you get the better of this alſo. For tis the rul- 
ing Paſſion, whatever it, be, that is the very Dra- 
gon ef Wantley, and which it particularly be- 
hoves all fober Virgins to conquer. 5 | 
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EL AM fo very nice in my Pleaſures at preſent, 

that out of ten Books upon my Table, I can't 
pick out one that pleaſes me; and out of as 
many Correſpondents . that I ought. to write to, 
can't fix upon one that I chooſe to write to, ex- 
St urſeſt. Which I think is the beſt Reaſon 
I can give for troubling, you at preſent ; except 
that Miſs Clayton will be no more for this Ealf 
Hour. In_ the mean time Lees tout à vous; as 
dr been the Subject of all our Tete 
@ Letes hitherto. © „ 


* : 
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Your Letter, before you left Mindſor, gave 
me a wonderful Complacency (a Quaintneſs 
which, I hope, is expreſſive of ſomething we 
take delight in) as indeed every new Diſcovery” 


you make of yourſelf has that Effect. You'are 
like thoſe Proſpects which improve upon the Eye, 
the more we view them; and I, like thoſe Tra- 


vellers, who at firſt ſetting out, only wifhed to 


get to the Top of ſuch a Hill, or ſuch a Moun- 
tain; but, having reached that, ſee ſo many freſh' 
Pictures, and beautiful Landſcapes before them, 
that, at laſt, nothing but the whole Horizon will 
ſatisfy them. I ſet out firſt with a View only to 


our Correſpondence and Acquaintance ; but 


thoſe Eminencies gained, my Ambition (the only 
raving Fit upon me of late) was, at length, to 


be ſatisfy'd with nothing leſs than your Eſteem 


and Friendſhip : an Altitude, which terminates 
my Proſpects, and finiſhes my Travels. 


What a marvellous Change do we find in this 


| Wh: 


Part of the Globe, ns We left'it! T went with 
our Friends kere to Windfor t'other day, in a 
broad Laugh from Forei-yute ; but when we ap- 
proach'd the Caſtle, and I beheld its Turrets, 
and your Tower! —there was no longer any 
Spirit left in me. And I ſaid in mine Heart 
(what the Queen of Sheba ſaid to King Solomon) 
It was a true Report which T heard in mine own 
Land, of thine Acts, and of thy Wiſdom. How- 
beit, I believed not their Words, until I came, 
and mine Eyes had ſeen it. And behold the one 
half of the Greatneſs of thy Wiſdom was not 
tle: 8 3 
Theſe were the Copitations of my Heart at 
that time; but ſince this, J hear you have had a 
Conſultation of Tire-women, thoſe Foes to fine. 
| | Ideas, 
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you ſtill wear 


| 77 your royal Miſtreſs. 


Virtues, and all your Graces 


— 
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Ideas, who not only curl, but turn young La- 


dies Heads aſide from ſound Philoſophy. In. 
danced} at which I ſhiver ! When I go to 
Town, I expect to find you quite a new Crea- 
ture; all be-dreſt, and all be-powder'd, and 
much too fine to be good for any thing. — Alas 
truſt a Friend (or if you curt'fie above an Inch 
lower, a Foe) that you can put on no court! 

Ornaments, either of Body or Mind, that will 
become you half ſo well as your open Heart, 
and your old grey Gown : that Token of Reſpect 

( 


am ſorry tis ſo near worn out) 


| „I hear you have been at Court again, and 


As. well as I love 
rs. Gordon, I hope ſhe will inherit all your 
(tranſplanting 
them one by one into her Mind, and into her 
Wardrobe) but that grey Gown. *Tis a little 
whimſical, but Mr. Locke, IL think, accounts for 
it, in his Chapter of the Aſſociation of Ideas; 
tis a little whimſical I ſay, but one is apt to take 
à particular liking to ſuch a Walk, or ſuch a 
Room, where one has been very happy, tho' ne- 
ver ſo long ago. But Faſhions will alter, and 
Pink and Silver be the Mode again: it may 
chance that Ruffs and Farthingals may ſucceed 
to Hoops and Tippets ; but for my part, I ſhall 
never have any other Idea of you fifty Years 
hence, at leaſt, not a higher, than I have now, 
in your grey Gown, at Vindſor-Caſtle; with 
Queen Elizabeth's Walk in the Connection, and 


your Elbows upon the Table. 


You gave me free Liberty of Speech, and thus 
you have my preſent Sentiments, freely as they 
flow. Whenever I know any thing worſe of 
you, you ſhall certainly hear -of it —if you 

| | = pleaſe: 


* 


i F 2% 
pleaſe: if not, I ſhall conclude you are too 
proud; and that will fave you the Trouble. — 
And now I have indulg'd myſelf in the Liberty 
you defy'd me to,, I ſhould be glad if you would 
uſe a little kind Severity with me, and ſhew me 
the greateſt Stranger imaginable, myſelf. This 
will ſtill be adding to ' thoſe Favours, which a 
large Portion of my future Conduct muſt be ac- 
countable to you for. In ſhort, never ſpare me, 
never forgive me a ſingle Fault, till you are con- 
vinc'd I mean you ill. After that perhaps you 
will find me too proud — I was going to fay — 
however, too well ſatisfied with our mutual * 
ceedings, to be any longer ambitious of the Ho- 
nour of being, 127 | 

Fern-Hill, Nov. 28, ' Naurs, &c. 

1738. | 

P. S. I will allow you to be a little aſtoniſh'd at 
my preſent Vivacities ; but I never treat any body 
with this kind of Reſpe&, but thoſe I have a real 


Regard for ; as mad Folks have a Spite to none, 
but their beſt Friends. 


"LEFT E ̃ ²˙ K 
5 9h To Mrs. — ES 
P15 paying you but an ill Compliment, to 


let one of the moſt entertaining Letters, I 


have met with for ſome years, remain ſo long 
unacknowledg d. But when I inform you I have 
had a Houſe full of Strangers almoſt ever ſince, 
who have taken up all my Time, I am fure you 
will excuſe, if not pity me. Who ſteals my 
M 3 r 
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— In ſhort, you muff either ſuppoſe me incapable 
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48 Purſe, ſteals Traſh 3 *twas mine, *tis his, and 
40 has been Slave to Thouſands but he who 
<« filches from me my precious Moments, robs 
me of that which not enriches him, and makes 
<© me poor indeed.“ Tis owing to this want, 


1 ſhould not ſay loſs of Time (for the Hours have 


not paſſed by unimprov'd or unentertaining) that 
1 have not been able to tell you ſooner, how 
much I envy you that Leiſure and Retirement of 
which you make ſuch admirable Uſe. There *tis 
the Mind unbends and enlarges itſelf ; drops off 
the Forms and Incumbrances of this World (which, 
like Crarments trailed about for State, as ſome 
Author has it, only hinders Qur Motions) and 


| ſeizes and enjoys the Liberty it was born to. O 


when ſhall I ſee my little Farm ? that calm Re- 


els, low in the Vale of Obſcurity, which my 


Imagination ſo often paints to me] You know [ 
am always in Raptures about the Country ; but 
your Deſcription of Richmond is enough to intoxi- 
cate the ſcundeſt H ea. 
You fay, I muſt not flatter you. But when 
the Sun ſhines, may I not ſay he ſhines without 
Flattery ? By no means, you tell me. For the 
Sun, tho' he is ſo eminently bright himſelf, and 
warms and irradiates numberleſs other Orbs, 
et is ſo exceſſively humble, that he is not even 
conſcious of his own Perfections; and if you 
ſhould mention them to him, perhaps he may 
grow proud, and warm and light us no 


more — Indeed if that were to be the Caſe, I 
ſhould be extremely cautious, how I mention'd 
the Word ſhining ; but if he ſhould take it into 


His Head to ſay this was flattering him, what 
muſt he ſay to the poor Penſians who adore him: 


of 


: 
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of being warm'd or pleas'd ; or fo obſequiouſly 
.Civil as to flatter Sun, Moon, and Stars pro- 
miſcuouſly ; for neither of which Characters I 
reckon myſelf much indebted to you. 5 
The Truth is, you will read St. Auſtin till you 
fancy you have not a ſingle Excellency left in 
you. A moſt comfortable Reflection ſurely ! 
and muſt adminiſter high Satisfaction to the 
human Mind, to fee itſelf diveſted of all its 
Powers, Faculties, and Endowments ; for fear 
the bare Conſciouſneſs of them ſhouid elate it 
too much. But you carry Matters ſtill farther ;. 
for we muſt ſtrip to pure Spirit, and naked 
Soul, before we can make any tolerable Figure 
in your Scale 'of Perfection. — How the Mind 
will act when diſembody'd, I can't ſay; but 
4n its preſent State, I find my five Senſes ex- 
tremely neceſſary to its Operations, and have 
no Notion of parting with any of my natural 
Powers, till I find it can exert its Faculties 
without them. I never met with any but Te- 
r that could ſhoot away from the Body, and 
leave it uninform'd in ſome melancholy Cell, 
while her better Part went and enjoy'd itſelf in 
Viſion. But ſhe was a Saint. I with you have 
not ſome ſort of Ambition that way. For if I 
ſtatter you now, who knows but then I may turn 
Catholic, and adore you ? | 


LETTER. CXIX. 
To the SAME. 


I Rejoice in your ſafe Return from Scarborough, 

and the ſhort Hiſtory you afford me of your- 
ſelf. A light Heart is no bad Thing to travel 

flows out into good Offices towards you or not, 
| M 4. nothing 
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with; but a Purſe, or a Portmanteau in thoſe 
= Circumſtances, is a very melancholy Object. 
Ih have been contemplating mine with a philoſo- 
1 phic Eye, ever ſince I came home; and find no- 
109 ttthing ſo productive of moral Reflections as Po- 
| verty. Ever ſince I have had no Money, I have 
11 been enlarging upon the Virtues of Frugality, 
and Self-denial; and have had prodigious Flights 
of Eloquence upon the Vanity of all worldly 
Poſſeſſions. If ever you deſign to make a Con- 
vert of me, take me now; for if you ſtay till I 

am reimburs'd, I am loſt. 

Your Obſervations upon human Friendſhips 
are very juſt and ſpeculative ; but, I fear, rather 
too refined for Practice. We cannot diveſt our- 
| ſelves of our Affection whenever we would; 

nor diſengage ourſelves of theſe Ties, which are 
twiſted in with our Natures, upon every Diſap- 
pointment. However thoſe, Friends I meant, 
were chiefly thoſe whom the Ties of. Blood had 
united to me, and of whoſe Affection I have not 
the Shadow of a Doubt. Theſe I may certainly 
depend upon, and rejoice in. But in regard to 
thoſe Friendſhips, which are matter of Choice, 
or voluntary Inclination;7I cannot think ſo cheap- 
ly of them as you ſeem to do; nor yet ſo highly 
as to place any extraordinary Degrees of Confi- 
dence in them. Human Nature, in general, 
gives us very few Inſtances of their principal In- 
gredients, Generoſity, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Stea- 
dineſs; but very many of Narrowneſs of Spirit, 
Selfiſnneſs, and Levity. So that any one that 
knows thus much of it, muſt ſtrangely over- rate 
its Merits, to depend much upon F avours, that 
one does not pay down the Price for. And in 
regard to the AﬀeQion itlelf, whether it F ca 
; ows 


am not diſappointed. 


nothing in Nature, I grant you, is fo capricious. 
But in the mean time, what ſhall I do with this 
Tendency I feel within myſelf towards ſocial Af- 
fection? Shall I withdraw it from the public 
Stock, and ſettle it all upon myſelf ? That is but 
poor Doings. Or ſhall I even take People's good 
Diſpoſitions as I find them, and indulge the mu- 

_ tual Satisfaction while it laſts ? I know the Wind 
will change; but it is ſo common a Caſe, that I 
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That a great deal of my Happineſs is in the 


Hands of my Friends, I have a Pleaſure in ac- 


knowledging. I ſee nothing abſurd in loving 
thoſe who love me, without any Hopes of Ad- 


vantage from them; and if their Affection con- 
tributes to my preſent Satisfactions, why ſhould I 


diſturb myſelf with inquirin 
laſt? I am, however, - very. 


2 how long it will 
enſible that ſtrange 

Miſunderſtandings, and unaccountable Coolneſſes 
will frequently happen. At this time I feel 
very ſenſibly the Denoument of a Friendſhip, which 
had been many Years a forming. But I cannot. 
help it; the Wind changed, my Friend put on 
a new Character, and I thought myſelf under no 


Obligation to conform to a Character I had never 


profeſs'd any thing to. To this Moment I can't 
account for the Viciſſitude, and ſhe is too much my 
Superior to give me a Reaſon for her Actions: but 
ſhall I conclude, from a ſingle Inſtance, that there 
is neither Truth nor Fidelity left in the. World? 
Twould be unreaſonable to diſtruſt the Commu- 


nity, and draw out my Stock, for the Sake of 


one Diſappointment. 


will even venture it in 
another Bottom; and if I can't ſucceed with 


Vernon, I will. go round 72 Globe with Auſon. 


Every 


1 
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Every one, the leaſt converſant in the World, 


muſt have met with theſe Caprices, as well as 
myſelf; and conſequently be extremely confi- 


dent, or extremely credulous, to depend upon 
Peoples Affections, or to be diſappointed if they 
fail them. But your Arguments, drawn from 
this acknowledg'd Inſtability, would prove at the 


fame time, that we muſt take Delight in no- 


thing; have no Satisfactions, reaſonable or un- 
reaſonable, becauſe they are not permanent. But, 
my dear Madam, becauſe it will rain To- mor- 


row, may we not enjoy the Sunſhine To-day ? — 


Every thing we are converſant about here, was 
made to endure only for a certain Period. A 
clean Apron will laſt us but for a Day, and the 
warmeſt Friend may grow cold before Night — 
I am but a Paſſenger, and neither theſe Groves, 


or thoſe Fields, or that Fellow-traveller, I 


know, were deſign'd for my ultimate Good, 
However, as we are both going the ſame Road, 
let us make the beſt of the Amuſements we meet 
with by the Way. The Roſe unfolds its Buds, 
and my Fellow-traveller his Heart — But, you 
ſay, my Roſe-Buds will fade before Night, and 


my Friend depart by To-morrow — Why then, 


let us even make the beſt of 'To-day. 

After all, there is a Seriouſneſs in Friend- 
ſhip, that ought not to be trifled with ; and a 
Sacredneſs in its Communications and Conh- 
dences, that nothing can excuſe the Breach of. 


- ?Tis the higheſt Relation we can ſtand in to 


each other; and is of the Nature of thoſe 

Ties which,ought never to be diflolved. —— 

But the Subject is too fruitful to truſt my Pen 

any farther, than juſt to aſſure you how ſin- 
cerely, ENS | 

* am, Oe. 

1 


. 


— 
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LETTER CXX. 
To the 8 A M E. 


1 Don't know any one whoſe Letters give me 
4 greater Pleaſure, notwithſtanding the diffe- 


rent Sentiments we ſeem to be of, in moſt of 
the important Matters that have fallen under our 


Conſideration. But as we ſet out in the Spirit 
of Liberty, and are, I truſt, agreed upon the 
Act of Toleration in regard to Opinions, we 
have only this farther Virtue to aim at = 
that of being mutually patient of Contradiction. 
If you are prepar'd, I proceed in my Diſſen- 
%% ff d con LE, 
To begin with your Deſcription of Friend- 
ſhip, „That it muſt conſiſt in an Agreement 
„ of Humours, Sc.“ This has been the Opi- 
nion of many great Writers, as well as your- 
ſelf; and if you are as much at leiſure as J am, 
if you pleaſe, we'll examine it. For my 
own Part, I think nothing} more need be meant 
by it than an obliging Behaviour, and a kind of 
general Complaiſance, or Deference to the Opi- 
nions of our Friends, which is neither ſo ob- 
ſtinate as to be always in the Right, nor ſo ſer- 
vile as to have no, Opinions of- our own. As 
for the reſt, a Likeneſs of Humours or Inclina- 
tions, is ſo little neceſſary to form a perfect 
Friendſhip, that I can't ſee the leaſt Occaſion 
for their Similarity ; beſides that it- ſuppoſes a 
mighty narrow way of thinking. To be charm'd 
only with ſweet Self, or its beautiful Reſemblance 
in the Compoſition of another, ſuppoſes indeed 
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a moſt perfect Benevolence for the Party con- 
cern'd, but for nothing elſe in Nature; this 
ſweet Reſemblance being only Self at ſecond 


hand. *Tis however agreed, that if one loves 


one's Friend as one's Self, one does pretty well; 
and conſequently the nearer the Reſemblance, 


the more perfect will be the Union, ſince there's 


nothing that has not a moſt ſincere Affection for 


ſiſelf. All this 1 grant, but then muſt add; 


that this Self-Affection, I fear, will go but a 
very little way, even in one Remove only from 
the Individual. The infinite Partiality we have 
for our real Selves, won't always extend itſelf 
to our ſecond Selves; and we often commit 
Follies, and indulge Humours in our own Per- 
ſons, which are not half ſo amiable in thoſe of 


others, nor will admit of half the Excuſes, 


Neither do I think a Sameneſs of Humours will 
mix and aſſociate ſo well as their Contraries: 


like perfect Chords in Muſick, they rather tire 


than enliven. For inſtance, two People are of 
a melancholy, or a choleric Diſpoſition, How 
ſhall 'we 80 Sol the Deficiency of Bile in the 
one, or corre& its ſuper- abundance in the other? 
Won't they both drop aſleep, or fall together 
by the Ears? — Suppoſe they are equally endu'd 
with the Powers of Eloquence. May not they 
have an equal Inclination to vet at the ſame 
time ? And how painful muſt it be to either 
Orator to hear? — Or ſuppoſe (if you'll ſuffer 
me to ſuppoſe once more) they are a little given 


to Contradiction, like you and I; won't they 


often ſtand in need of a Moderator, and be forc'd 


to call in a third Perſon to adjuſt their Dil- 


putes ? In ſhort, a Parity of Humours, or Sen- 
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timents, muſt often render- Converſation fade 
and inſipid; and when: we meet with nothing 
new, nothing but what we have at home, ſuch a 
Friendſhip muſt ſoon grow tediousand:languiſh+ 
ing. *Tis ſcarce worth going even ſo far out of 
ourſelves for. Beſides, as our own Humours 
are ſo uncertain and multifarious, it muſt, as you 
ſay, be extremely liable to change; be indeed 
the moſt variable thing in Nature. „ 208-- 
Let us ſee then what ſort of Friendfhip diffes 
rent Diſpoſitions will produce. And that we 
may not run away from our Argument, as Vou 
and I generally. do, let us define our Terms. 
Friendſhip: then, in my Definition of it, is a 
ſwwyeet Attraction of the Heart towards the Merit 
we eſteem, or the Perfections we admire; and 
produces a mutual Inclination between two Per- 
ſons, to promote each other's Intereſt or Hap- 
pineſs. — Now we none of us, I believe, will 
chooſe to aſſert that we poſſeſs all forts of Me+ 
rit, and every Degree of Perfection ourſelves ; 
but moſt of us are ſo humble as to own that 
we eſteem-it. in others, and can be pleas'd with 
Perfections we do not poſſeſs.. To a generous 
Mind, Merit, in whatever Shape it appears, is 
not only e/:mable, but attractive. By its Ope- 
rations on the ſympathetic Powers of our Na- 
ture, it calls forth the Affections of the Heart to 
meet it, and even byaſſes the Judgment in fa- 
vour of the whole Character. Thus when we 
ſee a Patriot bleed in defence of his Country, 
we are not ſo anxious about his ſpeaking in the 
Houſe; we can for once allow, that tis not 
_ neceſſary for a Patriot to be an Orator. I am 
myſelf an extreme Coward, (fave juſt in Spe- 
culation) and have not the leaſt Thirſt for any 

One s 
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one's Blood; but yet I turn away my. Eyes from 
the Man who trembles at a Sword, and find my- 
ſelf attracted by the Hero. In ſhort; the Mind, 
I ſhould think, muſt receive an additional Plea- 
ſure in contemplating - thoſe Perfections in a 
Friend, which it has not within itſelf ; and may, 
in effect, fancy itſelf the Proprietor or Poſſeſtor 
of thoſe Advantages which adorn its other half. 

But by this Difference or Diverſity of Hu- 
mours or Characters, I would not be under- 
ſtood to mean their Incompatability. Friend- 
ſhip could not long ſubſiſt under this Diſadvan- 
tage; the Union muſt diſſolve, and Averſion ſuc- 
ceed. But this Incompatability (I wiſh I could 
think of a ſhorter Word) does not always ariſe 
from the Difference, but the too great Uniformity 
of Humours. Thus two People —_— haugh- 
ty, peremptory, or poſitive, muſt faon finiſh 
their Affairs; and yet theſe Diſpoſitions would 
mix extremely well with their Contraries 
Neither do I think Equality of Rank or For- 
tune neceſſary to form a perfect Friendſhip. For 
perfect Friendſhip is founded on Virtue, on the 
Perfections of the Mind, or the Goodneſs of 
the Heart; and conſults neither Title nor For- 
tune. It does not tye itfelf to the Genealogy, 
or the Rent-Roll, but to the Perſon. Our Superi- 
ours, as ſuch, have a Right only to our Com- 
plaiſance, and tis a Tribute that Decency al- 
lows em; but the Eſteem which comes from the 
Heart, is due only to true Merit. The Great 
have a thouſand ways of obliging or plaguing 
us z but they have but one of making themſelves 
belov'd, and that is, by a Superiority of Merit, 
When they condeſcend to rank this among their 
Advantages, they are truly amiable ; they ” 
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tract, and are attracted. Their. own Hearts are 
_ enlarg'd, the Object finds an eaſy Admittance ; 
they pleaſe, and are pleaſed, they have ſo many 
ways of obliging. An Inferiour, however, ſets 
out with many Diſadvantages, which are not fo 
much his Demerits, as the neceſſary Conſe- 
| quences of his Situation; has Requeſts to be 
gratify'd, or perhaps Humours to be indulg'd, 
as well as his Betters; and theſe may by degrees 
diffolve the Charm. But a Superiour may be 
oblig' d, and perhaps oftner inſiſts upon being 
pleas d. If the former can wave his Pretenſions, 
reſign his Intereſt, or Humour, to his Friendſhip, 
he is no longer the Inferiour; his Generoſity of 
Sentiment gives him his Rank, and entitles him 
to equal Indulgencies. But an Equality is often 
as fatal. Jealouſies, Emulations, and Oppoſi- 
tions of Intereſts, are Rocks upon which the 
firmeſt Friendſhips have ſplit. An Inequality, 
however, ſteers clear of theſe; and if it has 
any other Wrecks to fear, they are no more than 
are common to bot. | 5 
In ſhort, true Friendſhip, found it upon what 
you will, can never ſubſiſt long, but upon Senſe 
and Virtue. And whether we are of different 
or the ſame Diſpoſitions, Equals or Inequals, 
have a narrow way of Thinking or no way at 
all, (for every thing will unite itfelf to ſome- 
what) when once the Mind has paſs'd its 
ee Fe upon the Object, and the Heart has 
und its Attraction, it examines no farther, but 
takes the moſt effectual and ſpeedy Methods of 
JJ Ce - con 
I believe that laft Thought was none of my 
rinks 1 "tis not, I don't know 8 it be- 

ongs to; ſo cannot pay the ri wner m 
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T Have had great Remorſe ever ſince- I wrote 
* laſt, in that I made a thouſand Apologies: for 
my Silence, as if it was a thing of vaſt Conſe- 
quence to you; and never once begged the Fa- 
vour of a Reply, tho”. it was the. only End and 
Purpoſe J had in view when I fat down to write. 
Did you ever ſet out for a Place, and forget 
where you were going? or talk upon a Subject 
your Mind knows nothing of, but is. all the 
while in deep Contemplation of ſomething elſe? 
If you have, you have an Idea of your humble 
Servant in both theſe Situations; and even in 


, this Inſtant” of Scribbling. For while I'am col- 


lecting my ſcattered Ideas to fix on you, Lady 
Lovelace requires a Letter to/ be compos'd, con- 
cerning Tea, Drops, and other important Mat- 
ters to our well-being ; while my hard- to- be-got- 
ten Frank requires a third to be inclos'd, of no 
leſs Importance to ſocial Happineſs. In this Si- 
tuation permit me to write to you, and not think 
of you; or rather to have my Thoughts too 


much interrupted, or terrified, to write to you 


with Pleaſure. For at the ſame time the Cloth 


is laying for Supper, on the very Table that ſup- 


7 


ports my Elbows and my Paper (which Mr. Fob: 
every Moment officiouſty diſplaces) while the 
brandiſh'd Knives” and Forks put me in bodily 
Fear. — In one Word, I have been here a Week, 
and have the utmoſt” Impatience to hear from 
you, which is all I mean by this, except that 
-. vepl. 30 1744, | 
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EE TT ER CREE. 
. 
Inding myſelf arriv'd ſafe at my Seat at O- 
ford, I can't help caſting my Eye back, my 
Eye of Affection and Pity, on thoſe. I have 
left behind me in Town: particularly thoſe, .who 
are running to and fro after Happineſs ; while I 
am ſo humble, as. to ſit down contented with 
Peace. You, my dear Madam, are one of the 
firſt in my Mind's Eye, from whom I never re- 
turn without ſomething better about my Heart. 
You bring Truths home to it, which however 
lightly I may ſometimes treat them, while I am 
with you, i never fail to apply ſeriouſly in my 
Hours of Receſs and Recollection. Particularly 
your Maxim, Be humble, and be happy; 
which I now feel the Force of, and am enjoying 
moſt ſenſibly. A little-Raillery, I know you ex- 
cuſe the ——-=— — — — —]I am ſure you have 
forgiven me ; and as to what you have given me, 
I profeſs it ſtartles me every time I look at it. 
I have lived a matter of ———— —— Years 
in this wicked World, on and off, and (except 
yourſelf) never had a Preſent from any of thoſe 
good Folks, my Betters, ſave a Ring from Lady 
A. B. for ſinging Praiſes of her Lord, and a- 
— — — —— from — — — —— for ſing- 
ing Ballads to ——— — —. But what I had 
done to you, that you ſhould decoy me: away in- 
to a Mercer's Shop, diveſt yourſelf of all Paſſion: 
and Affection for Guineas and Three-Pound- 
Twelves, and clothe me in Purple and Yellows; 
ſedately too, and in your right Mind, aſtoniſhes 
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me beyond any thing I have met with. You 
charged me not to tell it to the World, and in- 
deed I obeyed you; for I was unwilling to give 
the leaſt Ground of Suſpicion about your Intel- 
lects ; tho' I ſaw nothing wrong in your Behavi- 
our myſelf. You made up your Accounts with 
Mr. Hoare, with as much eee ow as if 
you really knew the Value of Money; and ex- 
cept your flinging it away again on Mr. B's 
Counter, I could perceive nothing in your Con- 
= duct that was at all delirious. However, I would 
| not truſt the World with the Secret upon any 
| account; becauſe, to give, you know, is fo 
| .diametrically oppoſite to thoſe eſtabliſhed Max- 
| ims of to ſave, and to get, that I was afraid Peo- 
j ple would lift up their Eyes ſtill more at you. 
| A few ſaving Maxims in relation to a Part that 
is not at all material, they know you are not 
to be beat out of; but ſhould they be told how 
laviſh you are of the - foremention'd precious 
Moveable, and how little Value you fet upon 
2 Groat, it would be in vain to inſiſt upon ei- 
ther the Goodneſs of your Heart, or the Sound- 
neſs of your Head. — Not fave her Money! 
« Nay then, the Inference is plain,” 

In hopes 1 ſhall hear of you ſodn, and that 
you are truſted by yourſelf, and ſuffered to walk 
about as uſual, e 

In admiration of your Virtues, &c, 
/ . 
„ 
| I Have been long abridg'd in one of the moſt : 
= elegant Pleaſures I have, my Correſpond- | 


ence; but have felt no Silence ſo properly as 
yours. 


ata 
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yours. A Succeſſion of teazing, as well as 
painful Affairs, has kept the Spirits of Philoſo- 
phy up to ſo exalted a pitch, that I've been ab- 
ſent to moſt other Things, but the Fear of being 
forgot by you. Indeed I had told you ſuch diſ- 
mal Stories of myſelf of late, that I could not 
but acknowledge you had Reaſon to be com- 
forted in my Silence. But I revere your Patience, I 
honour your Sentiments, I love your Letters; and 
tho* I cannot reduce them to Practice, I con- 
template them as a Rule of Faith; and put 
more Truſt in you, tho' a Woman, than ever 
I did in Man. — Lady H. never tells me a 
Word about you; only in one Letter ſaid, ſhe 
had ſeen you but once fince you came from Bath. 
But not a Word did ſhe tell me of your Arm ; 
nor I dare ſay ever dreamt of any Blood, but what 
was to flow from her Lord's Wounds. I'm re- 
joyc'd you've recover'd the Uſe of it, both for 
your own Sake and mine. Your Sentiments are 
ſo delicate, and your Heart (as far as I know of 
it) ſo honeſt, that tis Pity you ſhould ever want 
a Hand to expreſs: either. 3 | 

I've always ſo much to ſay to you, when TI 
write, that I ought to apoſtrophize your . Pati- 
ence, did I not know that you love to exerciſe your- 
felf in all Virtue, But this I deſign to be a 
ſhort Letter, (O may it prove ſo !) having hopes 
of ſeeing you next Month. I'm going to Town 
to have a Conference: with no Jeſs a Pertenthan 
Dr. Young, upon an Affair that is to endure for 
ever. But hope you'll let me have the Pleaſure 
of hearing from you, before I grow immortal ; 
becauſe I know not what Changes and Tranſmi- 
grations may happen to me, when I come to tread 


— 
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on Stars, and talk with Poets, I'll only add, 


the Sight of your Hand gave me ſo much Plea- 
ſure in this mortal State, that I hope you'll ne- 
ver loſe the Uſe of your Arm, *till Tm rais'd a- 
bove it. 5 5 

Lady F. V. does me higher Honours than 
perhaps ſhe means me; as great Souls diffuſe 
Pleaſure whether they will or no. Lady H. B. 
is quite ſilent, and I have not Time to inter- 
rupt her Repoſe. All the Notion J have of her 


Ladyſhip at preſent, is, that ſhe's very fat, 


and ſhort breath'd.. 


I E T TE R CEXIV.. - 


* 


* 


1 Have been trying to ſequeſter an Hour to my 


dear Friend upon Richmond green, ever ſince 


I came home; but find it difficult to riſe to 


à State of Contemplation, where ſo many Things 
about me are in Action. *Tis you only, that 
can” abſtract yourſelf from the ſeveral Ve 


as if you were no Part of the Syſtem. 


rung | 
One Moment immerſt in Books. of Accounts; 


and the next with Fontenelle, and all his Worlds: 


this Inſtant on Earth, among Drums and Routs; 
the next, ſilent and ſoft, and ſoar d to Heaven. 


I've often took Notice how ſmall a Portion of 
Time you allow yourſelf at your Toilet; and 


ho precipitately Caps, Handkerchiefs, and 


Gloves are hurry'd on. But when you dreſs 
your Mind, how curious of your Ornaments.! 
and vrhat a Croud of goodly Tire-men for your 


Atten- 


\ 


ortices, 
and ſhoot away from Orb to Orb, with as much 


10 


TER as. 
Attendants ! Clarke ſets all right about your 
Head; and the good Biſhop of Cambray holds 
the Glaſs, and ſhews you your Heart. While 
Mr. Lacke aſcertains the Faſhion. of your Ideas, 
| ſettles your Modes of Thinking, and gives to 
every Part of Speech its proper Force and Figure. 

_ Thus much came, before I look'd over yours, 
to ſee whereabouts to begin an Anſwer. And 
now I've read it, dare not truſt myſelf. Every 
Sentence whets my Edge, and I could go on for 
this half Hour, without:thinking ; but that I hate 
to be at Eaſe and Laughing, when any thing I 
love is in ſuch Diſtrefs as poor Lady H. B. muſt 
be, while there are no Accounts from my Lord. 
The Solitude, ſhe treated me with while ſhe 
went to Town, was beyond any thing I have 
felt this Twelvemonth. O that you' had been 
but a Mile off (for I would not have had an An- 
gel in the Houſe with me, if I muſt have found 
Converſation for it) that I might have.commu- 
nicated my Contentments once a day, and then 
retired into myſelf again! — Tears — how could 
you have ſuch a Thought? What, for the World 
The London I left behind me— Tears were far 
from me. "Twas all mild, complacent, and 
- heavenly, The Lodge itſelf a Paradiſe, and then 
inits higheſt (which is next to immortal) Bloom. 
„„Sweet was the Breath of Morn, and ſweet 
«© the dewy Eve.” I paſſed the Day among Jeſ- 
ſamins 2 Roſes, in Grots 914 ee to the 
Melody of Nature's Songſters; and at Night 
read, or wrote, to my Sovereign, from whom J 
derived theſe Bleſſings of Quiet and Liberty. 
Prayed little, but often felt the ſilent and fweet 
Emotions of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. I am 
glad you forgot that Sentence about Weng, 


— — —ä— — * 
* - - 
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« the Follies of the World, and deploring 
& its Loſs ;” Senfations ſo far from my Breaſt, 


that if it had not been for. about as many 
choſen Spirits as Noah took into the © Ark 


with him, I ſhould have forgot there was 
ſuch a World in being. Even my Friend could 


not tempt me back again, tho' it was to a Pa- 


lace. The only Pain I felt (for every other I 
left behind me at Hyde- par Corner) was, when 
I caſt my Eyes back upon the gentle Pair, once 


happy Tenants of theſe Shades; but now driven 
from their Paradiſe by ſome evil Angel, - per- 


haps never to return ! This Thought I could not 


bear. But when I heard my Lord was ordered 
into the Field (a Secret reſerv'd from her Lady- 
ſhip) it rouſed all the noble Ardour within me; 
and aſhamed of my inglorious Eaſe, I took the 


Field too, a Voluntier among his Hay-makers. 
T was under Arms, and in the Trenches (very 


properly ſo, for every Furrow was full of Wa- 


ter) ſeveral Days; and acquitted myſelf with 
ſuch Spirit and Reſolution, that the Commander 
in chief, our Field Marefchal Richard, ſoon ho- 
nour'd me with the Command of a Company. 
I begged her Ladyſhip would communicate 

the ' poetical Accounts of the Deluge to you, 


when ſhe ſaw you, but did not imagine ſhe would 


think them worth a Tranſcript... Am glad how- 


ever that you approve” of the Author's Vein, 
which at that time flowed pretty ſpontaneouſly ; 
and when any thing elſe comes, you will certainly 


hear of it. —I will allow you to rally my Wit as 


much as you pleaſe, if ,you will only write to me 


7 or 


all you know, and think. I like my Epitaph 
extremely, and will afk no body]s Opinion about 
it; for I won't have a Word alter d. Love - we 


role 


3 


Rr 26 


Proſe of all things, but 'tis a Shame to live at | 


Richmond, and not be poetical. My Rhymes 
would not ſucceed with the World, if I was to 
try them. However, am highly ſenſible of the 
Partiality you ſhew to my Plants of both Kinds, 
and the Sunſhine you afford them. 


* 


LETTER cxxv. 
Pope to Swift. 


Kir, | 15 1 
N OT to trouble you at preſent with a Recital 
* of all my Obligations to you, I ſhall only 
mention two Things, which I take particularly 
kind of you: your Deſire. that I ſhould write to 
you, and your Propoſal of giving me twenty 
Guineas to change my Religion, which laſt you 
mult give me leave to make the Subject of this 
Letter. | {P41 
Sure no Clergyman ever offered ſo much out 


of his own Purſe for the ſake of any Religion. Tis 


almoſt as many Pieces of Gold, as an Apoſtle: 
could pet of Silver from the Priefts of old, on a 
much more valuable: Conſideration. I believe it 
will be better worth my while to propoſe a Change 
of my Faith by Subſcription, than a Tranſlation: 
of Homer. And to convince you, how well diſ- 
poſed I am to the Reformation, I ſhall be con- 
tent, if you can prevail with my Lord Trea- 
ſurer and the Miniſtry to riſe to the ſame Sum, 
each of them, on this pious Account, as my 
Lord Halliſas has done on the profane one. I 

| | | | ä am 


me, Prayer 


7 
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am afraid there is no being at once a Poet and a 


good Chriſtian ; and I am very much ſtraitened 


between two, while the Whigs | ſeem willing to 
contribute as much, to continue me the one, as 
you would, to make me the other. But if you 
can move every Man in the Government, who 
has above ten thouſand Pounds a Vear, to ſub- 


ſcribe as much as yourſelf, I ſhall become a Con- 
vert, as moſt Men do, when the Lord turns it 
to my Intereſt. . I know they have the Truth of 


Religion ſo much at heart, that they would cer- 


-tainly give more to have one good Subject tran- 


flated from Popery to the Church of England, 
than twenty heatheniſh Authors out of any un- 
known Tongue in ours. I therefore commiſſion 
you, Mr. Dean, with full Authority, to tranſact 
this Affair in my Name, and to propoſe as fol- 
Jaws. Firſt, that as to the Head of our Church, 


the Pope, I may engage to renounce his Power, 


whenfoever I ſhall receive any particular Indul- 
nces from the Head of your Church, the 
Queen. | 
As to Communion in one Kind, I ſhall alfo 
promiſe to change it for Communion in both, as 
ſoon as the Miniſtry will allow me. - — IG 
For Invocations to Saints, mine ſhall be turn- 
ed to Dedications to Sinners, when. I ſhall find 
the great ones of -this World as willing to do me 
good, as 1 believe thoſe of the other are. 
: You ſee I ſhall not be obſtinate in the main 


Points; but there is one Article T muſt reſerve, 


and which you ſeemed not .unwilling to allow 
for the Dead. There are People to 

whoſe Souls I wiſh as well as to my own ; and 1 
muſt crave leave humbly to lay before them, that 
though the Subſcriptions abovementioned will 
- ſuſkce 


4 V 
ſuffice tor myſelf, there are neceſſary Perquiſites 
and Additions, which I'muſt demand on the Score 
of this charitable Article. It is alſo to be conſi- 
dered, that the greater part of thoſe, whoſe 
Souls I am moſt concerned for, were unfortu- 
nately Heretics, Schiſmatics, Poets, Painters, or 
Perſons of ſuch Lives and Manners, as few or 
no Churches are willing to ſave. The Expence 
will therefore be the greater to make an effectual 
Proviſion for the Souls. : a | 
. Old Dryden, though a Roman Catholic, was 
a Poet; and *tis revealed in the Viſions of ſome 
antient Saints, that no Poet was ever ſaved un- 
der ſome hundred of Maſſes. I cannot ſet his 
Delivery from Purgatory at leſs than fifty Pounds 
. FOO 12 5 5 
Malſb was not only a Socinian, but (what you 
will own is harder to be faved) a Whig. He 
cannot modeſtly be rated at leſs than an hundred. 
' L'Eftrange, being a Tory, we compute him 
but at twenty Pounds, which I hope no Friend of 
the Party can deny to give, to keep him from 
damning in the next Life, conſidering they ne- 
ver gave him Sixpence to keep him from ſtarving 
in this. | | N 5 
All his together amounts to one hundred and 
ſeventy Pounds. e 
In the next Place, I muſt deſire you to repre- 
ſent, that there are ſeveral of my Friends yet 
living, whom I deſign, God willing, to outlive, 
in conſideration of Legacies; out of which it is 
a Doctrine in tae reformed Church, that not a 
Farthing ſhall be allowed to fave their Souls who 
SHARES Lord The nr TH C3; 
There: is one * who will die within theſe 
few Months, with n one Mr. Fervas, 
Vor, II. whe 
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who hath grievouſly offended in making the Like- 
nels of almoſtall things in Heaven above and Earth 
below; and one Mir. Gay, an unhappy Youth, 
who writes Paſtorals during the Time of divine 
Service, whoſe Caſe. is the more deplorable, 
a2 he hath miſerably laviſhed away. all that 
Silver he . ſhould have reſerved, for his. Soul's 
Health, in Buttons and Loops for his Coat. 
I can't pretend to have theſe People honeſtly 
faved under ſome hundred Pounds, whether you 
conſider the Difficulty of ſuch a Work, or the 
extreme Love and Tenderneſs I bear them, 
which will infallibly make me puſh this Charity as 
far as Lam able. There is but, one more whoſe 
Salvation I inſiſt upon, and then I have done: 
but indeed it may prove of ſo much greater 
Charge than all the reſt, that I will only lay the 
Caſe before you and the Miniſtry, and leave to 
their Prudence and Generofity, what Sum they 
{ball think fit to beſtow upon it. 
The Perſon I mean, is Dr. Swift, a dignified 
Clergyman, but one, who, by his own Confeſ- 
tion, has compoſed more Libels than Sermons. 
If it be true, what I have heard often affirmed 
by innocent People, that too much Wit is dan- 
erous to Salvation, this unfortunate Gentleman 
muſt certainly be damned to all Eternity. But 
I hope his long Experience in the World, and 
frequent: Converſation with great Men, will cauſe 
| him (as it has ſome others) to have leſs and leſs 
Wit every Day. Be it as it will, I ſhould not 
think my own Soul deſerved to be ſaved, if I did 
not endeavour to ſave his; for I have all the 
Obligations in Nature to him. He has brought 
me into better Company than I cared.for, made 
me merrier when I was lick than I had Re to 


Far | - 
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be, and put me upon making Poems, on pur - 
poſe: that he might alter them, c. 7 
I. once thought I could never have diſcharged 
my Debt to his Kindneſs, but have lately been 
informed, to my unſpeakahle Comfort, that I 
have more than paid it all. For Monſieur de 
Montagne has aſſured me, that the Perſon who 
<< receives a Benefit obliges tlie Giver: for ſince 
the chief Endeavour of one Friend is to do good 
to the other, he, who adminiſters both the Mat- 
ter and Occaſion, is the Man who-1s liberal. At 
this Rate it is impoſſible Dr. Swi ſhould bt 
ever out of my Debt, as Matters ſtand: already 
and, for the future, he may expect daily more 
Obligations from 3 | 


luis moſt faithful, affeftimate, 

7 bumble Servant,, - | 
„Big,, e 
Dec. 8, 1713. e 


L E T T ER CXXVL 
Mrs. Whiteway 70 Lord Orrery. 


My Lord, | des 
THE eaſy Manner, in which you reproach 
me for not acquainting you with the poor 
Dean's. Situation, lays a-freſh Obligation upon 
me; yet mean as an Excuſe is for a Fault, I 
ſhall attempt one to your Lordſhip, and only for 
this Reaſon, that you may not think me capable 
of neglecting any thing you could command me. 
I told you in my laſt Letter, the Dean's Under- 
ſanding was: quite gone, and I feared the farther 

7” =" 2 Parti- 
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Particulars would only ſhock the Tenderneſs of 


your Nature, and the melancholy Scene make 
your Heart ach, as it has often done mine. I 
was the laſt Perſon whom he knew, and when 
that part of his Memory failed, he was ſo out- 
ragious at ſeeing any body, that I was forced to 
leave him, nor could he reſt for a Night or two 
after ſeeing any Perſon : ſo that all the Attend- 
ance which I could pay him was calling twice a 
Week to inquire after his Health, and to obſerve 
that proper Care was taken of him, and durſt 


only look at him while his Back was towards 


me, fearing to diſcompoſe him. He walked ten 


Hours a Day, would not eat or drink if his Ser- 


vant = ny in the Room. His Meat was ſerved 
up ready cut, and ſometimes it would lie an 
Hour on the Table before he would touch it, 
and then eat it walking. About ſix Weeks ago, 


in one Night's time, his left Eye ſwelled as large 


as an Egg, and the Lid Mr. Nichols (his Sur- 
eon) thought would mortify, and many large 
Boil: appeared upon his Arms and Body. The 
Torture he was in is not to be deſcribed. Five 
Perſons could ſcarce hold him for a Week from 


tearing out his own Eyes: and, for near a 


Month, he did not ſleep two Hours in twenty 
four : yet a moderate Appetite continued ; and 
what is more to be wondered at, the laſt Day of 


his Illneſs he knew me perfectly well, took me 


by the Hand, called me by my Name, and ſhew-- 
ed the ſame Pleaſure as uſual in ſeeing me. I 


aſked him if he would give me a Dinner ? He 


ſaid to be ſure, my old Friend. Thus he con- 
rinued that Day, and knew the Doctor and Sur- 
geon, and all his Family ſo well, that Mr. Ni- 


chols thought it poſſible he might return to a 


Share 
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Share of Underſtanding, ſo as to be able to call 
for what he wanted, and to bear ſome of his old 
Friends to amuſe him. But alas ! this Pleaſure 
to me was but of ſhort Duration ; for the next 
Day or two it was all over, and proved to be 
only Pain that had rouzed him, He is now free 
from Torture : his Eye almoſt well ; very quiet, 
and begins to ſleep, but cannot, without great 
Difficulty, be prevailed on to walk a turn about 
his Room: and yet in this way the Phyſicians 
think he may hold out for ſome time. I am, 
my Lord, | 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


Dublin, M. WRITEWAxX. 


Nov. 22, 1742. 


1. E TT E R © CXXVI.. 


Deane Swift, Eq; to the SAME. 
As to the Story of O poor old Man ! I inquired 

into it. The Dean did ſay ſomething upon 
his ſeeing himſelf in the Glaſs, but neither Mrs. 
Ridgeway, nor the lower Servants could tell me 
what it was he ſaid. I deſired them to recollect 
it, by the time when I ſhould come again to the 
Deanery. I have been there ſince, they cannot 
recollect jt. A thouſand Stories have been in- 
vented of him within theſe two Years, and im- 
poſed upon the World. I thought this might 
| have been one of them; and yet I am now in- 
_ clined to think there may be ſome Truth in it: 
for on Sunday the 17th of March, as he fat in 
| | N 3 his 
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his Chair, upon the Houſekeeper's moving a 


Knife from him as he was going to catch at it, 
he ſhrugged his Shoulders, and, rocking him- 
ſelf, and faid, I am what I am, I am what I am 
and about fix Minutes afterwards, repeated the 
fame Words two or three times over. | 
_ His Servant ſhaves his Cheeks, and all his 
Face as low as the Tip of his Chin, once a 
Week: but under the Chin, and about the 
Throat, when the Hair grows long, it is cut 
with Sciſſars. | „ 
Sometimes he will not utter a Syllable: at other 


times he will ſpeak incoherent Words: but he 


never yet, as far as I could hear, talked nonſenſe, 
or ſaid a fooliſh thing. | | : 

About four Months ago he gave me great 
Trouble: he ſeemed to have a mind to talk to me. 
In order to try what he would:fay, I told him, I 
came to dine with him, and immediately his 
Houſekeeper, Mrs. Ridgeway, ſaid, Man'dt you 
give Mr. Swift a Glaſs of Wine, Sir? He ſhrug- 
ged his Shoulders, e as he uſed to do when he 


dad a mind that a Friend ſhould ſpend the Evening 


with him. Shrugging his Shoulders, your Lord- 
Hip may remember, was as much as to ſay, 


« You will ruin me in Wine.” I own, I was 


ſcarce able to bear the Sight. Soon after, he 
again endeavoured, with a good deal of Pain, to 


find Words to ſpeak to me: at laſt, not being 


able, after many Efforts, he gave a heavy 
Sigh, and, I think, was-afterwards ſilent. This 
puts me in mind of what he ſaid about five Days 
ago. He endeavoured ſeveral times to ſpeak to 
his Servant (now and then he calls him by his 
Name) at laſt, not finding Words to expreſs 
what he wauld be at, after ſome — 1 
3 aid, 
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faid,- © I am a Fool.” Not long ago, the Ser- 
vant took up his Watch that lay upon the Table 
to fee what o Clock it was, he ſaid, Bring it 
„ here:“ and when it was brought, he looked 
very attentively at it: ſome time ago, the Ser- 
vant was breaking a large ſtubborn Coal, he ſaid, 
That is a ſtone, you Blockhead.” 1 
In a few Days, or ſome very ſhort Time, af- 
ter Guardians had been appointed for him, 1 
went into his dining Room, where he was walk- 
ing; I faid ſomething to him very inſignificant, 
I know not what; but inſtead of making any 
kind of anſwer to it, he faid, ** Go, go,” point- 
ing with his Hand to the Door; and ny 
afterwards, raifing his Hand to his Head, he ſaid, 
My beſt Underſtanding,” and fo broke off 
abruptly, and walked away, I am, my Lord, 


Your Lordſbip's mot obedient, 
and moft humble Servaut, 


Dub. April 4, | Tm Ce IN 
1744. DEAN E SWIFT. 
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